Daybreak at AUC
he sky is darkest just before dawn, and
here at Atlantic Union College we have
had some rather dark days this year.
But I am happy to report that we are
beginning to see the dawning rays of a new
day at God’s New England college.
Since accepting my appointment as president of the college in June, I have spent
much time dealing with the Federal
Department of Education in Boston and
with the New England Association of
Schools and Colleges, our accrediting association. Thus far the Lord has preserved our
accreditation and Federal Aid for students.
However, the accrediting association has
mandated changes in staffing, financial procedures, building maintenance, and security.
We are coming into compliance with these
mandates as rapidly as possible. External
auditors are auditing AUC’s records so that
we know exactly where we stand. Experts
are working night and day to clear up student aid problems and mail out accurate
financial aid packages to the students.
Other signs of daybreak appear across
campus. A contract has been signed for reroofing the men’s residence hall, and the
job should be finished before winter. At the
rear of the administration building, new
flower beds and trimmed bushes testify to
the hard work of the landscaping crew who
are moving across campus leaving beauty
and order in their wake. The Thayer Estate
will soon receive a new driveway and
extensive landscaping, thanks to a group of
dedicated alumni who have already funded
the restoration of many of the Estate’s
major rooms. As I inspected the work, I
marveled at the expert restoration that has
taken place in that building. The Lord
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brought us master craftsmen who did the
work at prices far below normal, and the
results are awesome.
The rising morale of faculty, staff, and
students has been a continual source of
encouragement to me. A new air of optimism pervades the campus in spite of the
fact that our financial situation seems
impossible. Recently, four anxious students
visited my office in an apparently hopeless
academic dilemma, but their expressions
of love for AUC in spite of their difficulties
really impressed me. When I figured out
solutions and prayed with them, they left
with such rejoicing that it made my day. It
occurred to me that the Lord must feel the
same way I did—so delighted that we have
come to Him with our impossible problems and eager to help us solve them so
that He can join in our thankful rejoicing.
With the dawning of this new day, our
first priority is to reestablish a strong spiritual atmosphere on the campus of Atlantic
Union College. A committee is already
designing a master plan for religious life at
this institution. I feel strongly that unless
we have a firm spiritual foundation, we
have nothing to build upon and our efforts
will be in vain.
I know that many of you have been
praying for AUC. If you have, would you
redouble your efforts on our behalf? If you
haven’t, would you please start praying
that God’s will be done in the education of
the students here? God is waiting for us to
invite Him to step in and direct our lives
and His school. After all, sunrise and a
new day are His ideas!
George Babcock is president of Atlantic Union College.
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Glad you asked!
Q:
A:

I am an Adventist working in media relations. Recently, I’ve been hearing
about the Society of Adventist Communicators. What is the society all about?

The Society of Adventist Communicators
(SAC) will hold its annual meeting on
October 9-12, 2003, in sunny Orlando, Florida. This year’s theme is entitled “Putting the Magic in Communication.”
SAC is committed to networking Seventh-day Adventists in North America
who work in the communication industry as writers, editors, videographers,
web designers, broadcasters and many other fields. The organization originally began in 1988 as the Southern Society of Adventist Communicators. A
vote to open it up nationally was cast in 1999 in Huntsville, Alabama, to
include all Adventist communicators across the United States. The first
national convention was in 2000 in Silver Spring, Maryland.
Registrants of the 2003 convention will enjoy networking opportunities
as well as breakout sessions on topics such as Media Training, Running a
Radio Interview Show, Etiquette at a Business Lunch, Why People Visit Your
Web Site, Professional Ethics, How to Be a Mentor (How to Be Mentored),
Writing Humor for a Church Audience, and much more. “Networking with
communication peers who share common professional interests and distinctive Adventist values is what our members appreciate most about the
Society,” said Rita Waterman, president of SAC and assistant vice president
of corporate communication for Adventist Health in California.
In addition to the seminars at the SAC Convention 2003, Adventist
Communication Network will host SONscreen II. The goal of SONscreen II is
to showcase the works of upcoming film producers and to inspire and
empower them to be more active in the Seventh-day Adventist Church with
whatever talents they possess. Registrants for SONscreen II will also have the
opportunity to meet many other film industry professionals including Rick
Swartzwelder, an Emmy Award-winning filmmaker and Karen Kirkland who,
for the last 12 years, has been involved in various areas of the film/production
industry from serving as the producer of the Los Angeles Film Festival to
starting her own business.
Immediately preceding the SAC convention, the North American Division
will present “When Bad Things Happen to God Organizations-II,” a crisis
management seminar for churches and church-related organizations. The
all-day seminar will be held Thursday, October 9, at the SAC location.
For more information about SAC and to register for the convention, visit
www.adventistcommunicator.org. For more information about SONscreen
II, visit www.sonscreen.info. And, for more information about the crisis
seminar, visit www.plusline.org/events.
George Johnson Jr. is the assistant director for Media Relations at the North American Division.
We welcome your comments about Glad You Asked! Send to the Editor, Atlantic Union GLEANER,
PO Box 1189, So. Lancaster, MA 01561.

For information on upcoming events, news items,
and the GLEANER online visit our web site at:
www.atlantic-union.org
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Sabbath —150
School
Years and Counting
By Deena Bartel-Wagner

or Seventh-day Adventists
around the world, Sabbath
wouldn’t be complete without
the Sabbath school. The early church,
however, didn’t begin with an organized weekly Sabbath school program.

F

During the first six years of the church’s history, children
attended the preaching services, but no plans had been
made for them to learn the Bible story at their own level.
James
White loved
children and
felt something
needed to be
developed to
interest them
in Bible study.
Even though
he was busy
with travel
and administrative duties,
he wrote a
series of lessons, publishing them in a
new publication, YOUTH’S
INSTRUCTOR,
which first
appeared in
1852. White composed many of the lessons while he traveled in a horse and buggy from one appointment to another.
While the horse was feeding, he used the “dinner box” or
the top of his hat as a desk to write on.
In 1853 James White organized the first Sabbath school in
Rochester, New York. Others were quickly established by
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John Byington in Buck’s Bridge, New York, and Merritt
Kellogg in Battle Creek, Michigan.
In many respects James White would recognize the Atlantic
Union Sabbath schools of the 21st century. Numerous early
components exist in both small and large congregations
throughout the Atlantic Union. As times have changed,
though, so have Sabbath schools in an effort to meet the
needs of the community and the congregations they serve.
The Jefferson Avenue church in Rochester, New York, wanted to find a way to revitalize members and reach out to missing members and the community. “A year ago we were doing
some church cleaning,” says Harriet Davidson, adult Sabbath
school superintendent. “Some of the members ran across a
copy of a program called
Action Plan
Units, which
was originally
introduced in
1988. We didn’t use the
program back
then, but now
timing seemed
right to try the
idea.”
Sabbath
school leaders
decided to
introduce the
program to
two of the ten
adult Sabbath
school classes,
which were
given the task of test driving the program to see how it would
work. The response was overwhelmingly positive. Even though
some members had reservations about change, the entire adult
Sabbath school became interested in adopting the program.
“We combined the personal ministries and Sabbath school
outreach,” says Davidson.“We have reached out to missing

they can talk with about their personal struggles.”
members with phone calls, visits, and personal delivery of
Recently, a young man, a Vietnamese boat person, who came
lesson quarterlies. During our visits, we let them know what
to the United States, accepted Christ as a result of this Sabbath
new events are happening at the church.”
school group. After immigrating, he ran into some trouble with
One group they have successfully connected with came about
the law and spent time in prison. Because of a prison ministry,
through screening people for sickle cell anemia. “We have a
he accepted Christ and began attending the Boston Vision
special outreach for ‘sicklers,’” says Davidson. “We have been
Sabbath School after his release from prison. The fellowship
able to provide a support group for them and are continuing to
and Bible study impacted his life, and he’s
provide screening
continuing to build his friendship with
and support.”
Jesus.
Another focus
The Bethel church in Brooklyn, New
that the Sabbath
York, has decided they need to take
school adopted is
their Sabbath school to the community.
helping members
“We wanted to recapture the spirit of
become comfortevangelism,” says superintendent
able with talking to
Barbara Jolly. “I’ve been in Sabbath
others about Jesus.
school work for 20 years. I think, work,
“We felt that we
and breathe Sabbath school. This prowanted to find a
gram is so exciting and I know we will
way to make it
see wonderful things happen as a result
more natural to
of our efforts.”
witness to others,”
The Sabbath school also organized the
says Davidson.
“Sabbath Outdoor Evangelism
“Each week volunOutreach.” Each Sabbath two classes go
teers lead out in
door to door to learn what needs are not
the discussion of
Even though he was busy traveling, James White wrote a series of lessons which
being met in the community. “We included
one day’s portion of
first appeared in 1852 in a publication called YOUTH’S INSTRUCTOR.
all divisions in this program, from the chilthe lesson. It’s not so
dren’s divisions
overwhelming to teach one portion.”
through adult
The efforts of the past year have brought
classes,” says
exciting results,” says Davidson. “We have
Jolly. “We have a
had five baptisms and are excited about
testimony time
continuing to tell our friends and neighduring our
bors about Jesus.”
Sabbath school
In Boston, Massachusetts, a churchfor the groups
planting group called “Boston Vision” has
to share what
designed their Sabbath school on the printhey have
ciples of small-group outreach. “We open
learned during
our time with singing and opening exertheir visits.”
cises,” says Pastor Ray Daniels. “After that
“As the needs
our small groups begin to spend 20 to 30
of those in the
minutes sharing personal needs. As each
community are
person shares, someone in the group
met, they are
prays for them.”
also given literaThe small groups then move into a discusA contemporary artist’s rendition of the original structure in which the first Sabbath
ture and invited to
sion of the Sabbath school lesson. This intimate school class was organized.
attend programs at the church,” says Jolly. “Evangelism is so
setting allows people to feel safe in asking questions and sharenergizing and exciting. Our entire group has caught the spirit
ing what they have learned in their personal Bible study durof telling others about Jesus.”
ing the week. “The small group process provides bonding and
relationship building that doesn’t happen as readily in a large
Deena Bartel-Wagner writes from Great Barrington,
group,” says Daniels. “We see the trust level increasing, and
Massachusetts.
people really appreciate the focus on making friends whom
Atlantic Union GLEANER, September 2003
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Helping the Blind See

in the Atlantic Union

BY RONALD BOWES

very day the blind and visually

E

impaired struggle to do things
which those with normal sight

take for granted. There are more than
10 million blind and visually impaired
persons in the United States and
Canada. Many of these individuals want
to read God’s word, but they can’t.

Christian Record Services (CRS), the 103-year-old
Adventist ministry for the blind, is seeking to raise $1
million to make Bibles and Bible-related services available
to the blind.
“For Kenny Clifford, a 19-year-old who attended two
camps for the blind, the opportunity to receive a braille
Bible came this June at Camp Lawroweld as 59 other
blind and visually impaired campers cheered him on,”
reported Larry Ward.
Kenny wants to be a gospel minister and has already
been preaching at camp. He has a good knowledge of the
Bible and loves to sing gospel songs.
“I didn’t know if I would ever get a Bible,” he said.
“They are so expensive—$575 for 17 volumes that weigh
over 60 lbs.”
Braille Bibles are just part of what CRS wants to make
available to the blind. Large-print Bibles and Bibles on
cassette are also to be made available.
Recently, Frank Jackson and Dan Miller went to a home
in Roxbury, Massachusetts, to sign up Birinus
Ragoonanan for a cassette Bible and to begin Bible studies
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with Ray Daniels of the Boston Vision church. Unfortunately, Birinus’ name has had to be put on a waiting list
to receive a Bible.
Seeking out the blind is one of the highlights of Larry
Ward’s job as a CRS representative. Other CRS workers
are Joyce and Bob Wever, who are active members of the
Hampton church. Recently they attended a meeting of
the American Legion and received a $7,000 check for
CRS’ work.
Minnie Kelly of Buffalo, New York, who has worked for
CRS for 28 years and now as a part-time worker, has seen
blind eyes light up when a braille or cassette Bible arrives
at their home.
“Nothing can be as important as making the Bible and
Bible related materials available to the blind,” say Larry
Pitcher, CRS president. “Church members across North
America are being invited to join the campaign,” he says.
Ronald Bowes, public relations director for Christian Record
Services, writes from Lincoln, Nebraska.

At Camp Lawroweld the visually impaired have the opportunity to enjoy boating and
other activities.

ON

THE

MOVE
MOVE
MOVE

Dr. Frank Tochterman Accepts Call
to Serve as President of the Southern
New England Conference
Dr. Frank Tochterman, former president of the Alberta
Conference in Canada, accepted the invitation of the
Southern New England Conference Executive Committee at
its June 23, 2003 meeting to serve as president of the conference. Tochterman comes to Southern New England with a
wealth of ministerial experience including the pastorate of
the Springfield church in Massachusetts, the Piedmont Park
church in Lincoln, Nebraska, and the Battle Creek
Tabernacle in Michigan. Tochterman was ministerial director
for seven years in the Texas Conference in Alvarado, Texas,
before becoming assistant to the president in the Rocky
Mountain Conference in Denver, Colorado.
He completed his undergraduate studies in theology at
Columbia Union College in Takoma Park, Maryland. He
received his master of divinity and doctor of ministry degrees
from Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan. His
wife, Sally, is a registered nurse and holds a master of science

degree in nursing.
They have three adult
children who live in
Texas and Colorado.
In his role as president of the Southern
New England
Conference,
Tochterman will
guide the more than
12,343 Seventh-day
Adventists who worship in 99 churches
and 14 companies
and operate two
academies (high
schools) and 13 elementary schools in the states of
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts.
When speaking about his new appointment, Tochterman
says he and his wife “look forward to meeting the pastors,
teachers, and office staff of Southern New England and joining them in the advancement of God’s kingdom.”

On behalf of the church members, employees, and administrators of the Atlantic Union Conference we pray for God’s
guidance for Frank Tochterman and his family in this new assignment.
Ednor A. P. Davison, editor
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COVER STORY
by Roberta Merrow

Mission: Zimbabwe
Pine Tree Academy seniors work with children of AIDS victims
The opportunity to go to Zimbabwe, Africa, was both terrifying and
exciting. The senior class of 2003 at Pine Tree Academy (PTA) in Freeport,
Maine, was invited to join a group of about forty people who were going to help
at a children’s home that cares for the children of AIDS victims. The decision was
not taken lightly, but I am so thankful we chose to participate in this rich adventure.
I have been on other mission trips, but this one was so special because we
were going to have the opportunity to do more than just raise buildings. We
were going to vitally impact other people’s lives, especially the orphans.
he Newstart Children’s Home is
an orphanage located just outside the capitol city of Harare
in Zimbabwe on a tract of land miraculously obtained by its directors, Dr.
and Mrs. Saleem Farag. It currently
houses sixty-three children, ages
5-15, all of them lost their parents to
AIDS. Material things don’t mean
much to them, but they greatly appreciate personal love and attention.
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“Material things don’t
mean much to them,
but they greatly
appreciate personal
love and attention.”

Pine Tree Academy 2003 senior class members in front of their construction site.
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Their friendliness and enthusiasm for
life are amazing given their circumstances. The Farags see that their
physical, emotional, and spiritual
needs are met and that they attend
the school operated by the local
Seventh-day Adventist Church on the
same grounds.
Besides interacting with the children, the PTA students formed construction crews to build classrooms

Patients wait in line to be seen at the clinic.

Photos by Bob Sundin

COVER STORY

Church on the grounds of the Newstart Children’s Home.

and staff housing, and assisted at a
makeshift medical lab and medical and
dental clinic. I spent a few days teaching in the classroom and found many
students who were eager to learn.
Education is the only way out of their
present situation and many aspire to
be teachers.
We heard about the terrible hardships these children have endured living in a country where one out of every
three people between the ages of 17
Orphans smiling in spite of their circumstances.

Faith Verrill, Josh Dayen, Henry Caiazzo, Roberta Merrow,
Michelle Sundin, and Bonnie Greene with their Safari Guide
(back to the camera) on Safari in Hwange National Park.

“Education is the
only way out of
their present situation
and many aspire to
be teachers.”

Bonnie Greene and Emily Crooker with the children all
dressed up for Sabbath.

and 49 has AIDS and 3,000 die weekly.
One young boy came to the children’s
home after his parents died. The
housemothers reported he was complaining of stomach pains. He was
rather unresponsive to their questions
and didn’t interact much with the other
children. The doctor suspected parasites but found nothing wrong physically. Nonetheless the boy continued
complaining of stomach pains and
cried during the night. He was taken
again to the doctor who still found
nothing wrong. Finally, after some
coaxing, the youngster told Dr. Farag,
“My mother went to sleep. They came
and put her in a box and put her in the
back of a truck, and she never came
home.” These pent-up emotions were
the cause of his distress. Dr. Farag
assured him that he and his wife would
be his father and mother. These heartbreaking stories are repeated time and
time again in that area of the world.
Zimbabwe is a beautiful country with
great needs. Tourism is virtually gone,
and the craft merchants struggle to
make an income. In spite of their hardships, we found the children and adults
to be the most gracious people, and it
was an enriching experience to be able
to live and work among them.
Roberta Merrow is a teacher at Pine Tree
Academy in Freeport, Maine.
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The health team on the International Health
Mission trip provide care for the people in Ghana.

on the move at AUC

A

tlantic Union College summer 2003 was like no other.
The beginning of the summer season saw an explosion
in mission preparation with more than 50 persons getting ready to launch into the unknown and sail the foreign
seas. While this explosion was going on, God was preparing three different lands to receive his blessings—the
Dominican Republic in the Caribbean, Venezuela in South
America, and Ghana in Africa.
The first group, headed by Henry Livergood ’71, left for
Venezuela on May 15 and returned on June 5. This group
of 20, which included five alumni and eleven students,
concentrated on building and infrastructure. They worked
on building the foundation and footing for a new bakery
for the rural Adventist High School in Grand Sabana. This
facility, once finished, will generate income for the school,
supply work for students, and provide a great avenue for
trade learning. Along with all the construction work and
the painting that was done, the students also visited
churches and hosted programs for them.
The International Health Mission Program from the nursing department, headed by Dr. Ninon Amertil ’80, was the
second group. This group of 20, included students, nursing
graduates, nursing alumni, faculty, staff, and administrators.
Laboring for Lord in Ghana, the mission team ministered to
the health needs of approximately 4,800 people and were
able to lead about 81 persons to give their lives to Christ.
During the day, health clinics were conducted using two
stationary clinics and one mobile clinic, while during the
evening, there were health education seminars combined
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with evangelistic meetings. The trip took place from May
24 to June 10, and was the fifth international mission trip
since 1999. According to Dr. Amertil, the trip was a blessing. “The experience is a life changing experience,” she
said. “It gives the nurses first hand experience in transcultural medical care delivery.” Nursing student Belinda
Joseph ’03, was left without words. “It is indescribable,” she
said, “one has to experience it in order to understand.”
A ten-member group of nine students and their professor was the last group to travel this summer. They inhabited the Dominican Republic from June 3 to June 22 as
part of the international group Global Evangelism. This
group was stationed in San Pedro de Macoris, where for
19 days they preached nightly at their individual church-

Students on mission trip to Venezuela.

es and often ministered during the day in their communities. The young pastors were truly exposed to the real
world. They counseled people, made visitations, ministered to the sick, arranged marriages, and most of all

AUCs English Department
Looks Forward to
Contours 2004:

A Retrospective

Nkarlo Alexander ‘05, student
Atlantic Union College

Second Annual Atlantic
Union College Golf Classic
October 14, 2003

Calling all armchair poets, essayists, artists, and photographers. The English department at Atlantic Union
College (AUC) is already anticipating the publication
of their annual Contours magazine. All forms of literature and art expression are welcomed, including, but
not limited to any memories of the White House, the
English department, faculty and of course highlights of
your experience at AUC. All pieces are subject to a
selection process that involves the editor and faculty
advisor. Send submissions to the English Department,
Atlantic Union College, PO Box 1000, So. Lancaster,
MA 01561, ATTN: Contours 2004 or e-mail
toddwemmer@yahoo.com, using the subject:
Contours 2004 Contribution.

Sterling Country Club
Sterling, Massachusetts

ATLANTIC UNION COLLEGE

Theology students ministered to the people in the Dominican Republic.

were used to lead individuals to Christ. The students
were blessed and enjoyed every moment. “I have never
been this passionate about the Adventist message,”
expressed Jamie Kowlessar ‘03, recent theology graduate.
“I am going to be preaching differently in the United
States after this experience.” Another theology graduate
Jason Scott conveyed that everything he had learned at
AUC, he was able to see it all come together and come
alive in three weeks. Dr. Francy Duran, a professor in the
theology department who accompanied the students,
expressed, “I know that for our group, evangelism is no
longer a program, it is a passion.”
Although these trips are all over, it is not the end. Next
year the nursing department is looking at many options
after being invited to different countries. The theology
students will be going to Uganda, Africa, and the
Venezuelan mission team is expected to return to
Venezuela on December 29, 2003. Mission at AUC is
alive because God is alive at AUC.

The second annual Atlantic Union College Golf
Classic will be held on October 14, 2003, at the
Sterling Country Club in Sterling, Massachusetts.
It will be a day of golf, food, and camaraderie.
The course ranks among the best in Central
Massachusetts with superb conditioning, challenging layout, and is conveniently located within 45
minutes of Boston, Providence, Worcester, and
Nashua, N.H.
Proceeds from the Golf Classic will benefit the
Atlantic Union College Business Department’s proposed center for electronic learning and measurement lab/classroom. Details are still in the works
for the outing, but save the date on your calendar
and get in touch with Chris Garrity at (508) 3415032 or via email: at csgarrity@cs.com for more
information about the event, volunteer and sponsorship opportunities, or to learn more about this
business department upgrade.

Linda Gay, associate director for advancement
Atlantic Union College
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Dr. Leonard Gibbons, his wife, Rosamund, daughter,
Lindsay, and son, Ryan.

Bermudian Receives
Health Award

avid reader and a man of tremendous vision. He is passionate about
serving others in the field of health
and seeks always to broaden the
avenues through which he can do
so. After God, his strongest supporter is his wife, Dr. Rosamond
Williams-Gibbons, an educator who
is also a health professional.
Gibbons, accompanied by his family,
will be leaving Bermuda shortly with
hopes of completing further studies
before returning to greater service.
The Bermuda Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists takes this
opportunity to say congratulations
to him on receiving the Health
Award and for a job well done as
Health Ministries director for the
past two years, and bids his family
God’s richest blessings. We also
wish him and his wife a happy 12th
wedding anniversary.

BERMUDA

D. Randolph Wilson, correspondent BDA

Dr. Leonard L. Gibbons, one of the
valuable members of Bermuda’s
Health team, received this year’s
Adventist Ministries Award. The
honor, bestowed at the North
American Division Adventist
Ministries Convention in Monterey,
California (January ‘03), acknowledges “faithfulness to vision and
excellence in ministry in Health
Ministries.” Under his directorship
at the Bermuda Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists, church
health leaders have become a force
for encouraging willing members
of their congregations to first
improve their own lifestyles and
then to help others follow suit.
Gibbons, a preventative care specialist and registered dietitian,
returned to Bermuda in 1998 as
government consultant. Of late, he
has served in the capacity of health
promotion coordinator for the
Bermuda Government, and has lead
in the development and running of
several health and community programs. Two major studies by
Gibbons in Bermuda are the Adult
Wellness Study (1999) and the Teen
Wellness Study (2000–2001).
“The Health Doctor,” Lee, is an
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Footprints of Hope 2003
Evangelistic Meetings
“Something like this has never been
done in Bermuda before—broadcasting an evangelistic meeting live
on radio and 24-hour delay on

cable television.” These were the
words of Dr. Samuel Bulgin, president of the Bermuda Conference, as
he spoke concerning the Footprints
of Hope evangelistic meetings held
at the Whitney Institute auditorium.
Evangelist Glen O. Samuels, union
evangelist from the West Indies
Union in Kingston, Jamaica, conducted the meetings. Night after
night Samuels presents the word of
God with power and conviction. His
five-foot-six stature is no match for
his tall stature in the presentation of
biblical truths.
In preparation for this evangelistic
meeting several rallies were conducted, Bible studies given, and to give
everyone in Bermuda an opportunity
to hear the messages, live radio presentations and 24-hour delayed
cable television was incorporated.
This is a first in Bermuda, not only
for the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, but for the island as a
whole. No one is without excuse for
not hearing the nightly messages.
The pastors provided support for
the evangelist in various roles, while
members of the inspirational choir
became the nightly Praise Team. Dr.
Sydney Gibbons, executive secretary
for the Bermuda Conference, was

Candidates for baptism and some of the local and conference Bible workers, along with the two Bible workers who came
onto the island to assist with the meetings.

the Quiz Master who came dressed
for the occasion night after night.
Another first was the presence of
the JOY TV team, sixteen persons
primarily from the Southampton
church along with others, who came
together to pull off the “near impossible”—to video, edit, and produce a
video for viewing within 24 hours.
These volunteer members, who left
their jobs at 5:00 p.m. and came
straight to the auditorium to set up
for the nightly meeting, were behind
the camera, on the switcher, became
floor managers, sat at the CG controls, made up the personnel who
would be in front of the cameras,
and provided live captions nightly
for the audience on the screen.
Under the direction of Pastor
Donnieval Walker, who assisted in
the video production and editing to
guarantee the 24 hour turnaround,
the team met every deadline. There
were challenges, but the Lord provided in every instance. All of this
provided the foundation for moving
the Bermuda Conference toward
having its own local television station.
In addition to the nightly broadcasting over radio and television,
the sermon notes were placed on
the Bermuda Conference website,
www.tagnet.org/bdaconf, where

photo albums are also included.
The video tapes of the meetings
are aired on Fresh TV which began
airing on local cable TV just a few
weeks before the meetings began
on July 5.
Also assisting in the meetings
were individuals who signed nightly for the hearing impaired. Under
the direction of Marie Binns, conference director for Disabilities
Ministries, several members made
sure that the hearing impaired
were included in knowing the truth
presented from night to night.
Health lectures were conducted

BERMUDA

Two sisters, Xenia and Latania Anderson, who will be members of the Warwick church, are baptized by Dr. Samuel Bulgin
(left) and Pastor Richard Moore (right). Pastor Moore is the new pastor of the Warwick church.

nightly at the beginning of the
service to provide for the physical
as well as the spiritual well-being of
the total man.
The special guest soloist for the
meetings, Rose Heavens from
Toronto, Canada, thrilled our hearts
from night to night with her music.
As memorabilia for this event,
members of the JOY TV team sold
Footprints of Hope T-shirts and
DVD tapes of the nightly events.
For the first baptism, eight candidates had the pleasure of being
baptized in the deep blue waters of
John Smiths Bay. It was watched by
more than three hundred persons
who draped the waters edge or
who were enjoying a swim or a suntan before an invasion of individuals
who came specifically for the baptism. The second baptism was held
on the stage of the Whitney
Institute auditorium before the
attending audience. It was a large
portable swimming pool which was
filled with water that became the
baptismal pool. Five persons were
baptized on this occasion.
We thank the Lord for the opportunity of sharing the gospel with
the people of Bermuda in this new
and fresh manner. We also thank
Him for Evangelist Samuels and
how He worked through Him night
after night.
D. Randolph Wilson, correspondent BDA

The deep blue water supplies the backdrop for the baptismal candidates and family members following their baptism at John
Smiths Bay.
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José Angel Arrieta and his wife, Arelis, organized the event.

GREATER NEW YORK

Meetings in Mott Haven

Reuniones en Mott Haven

The Mott Haven Spanish church celebrated a threeday series of meetings, with Manolo Contreras, a
professor at the Dominican Republic Adventist
University who specializes in family life. The series
was organized by the Family Ministries department,
under the leadership of Professor José Angel Arrieta
and his wife, Arelis. During this inspired event,
Contreras shared important information regarding
the stability of the family.
“Dúo de Jesús” [Jesus’s Duet] of the Central
Manhattan Spanish church and many other artists
from local churches participated in the event.

La Iglesia Hispana de Mott Haven, celebró una
reunión de tres días con Manolo Contreras, profesor
de la Universidad Adventista de la República
Dominicana y el cual se especializa en vida familiar.
Esta serie fue organizada por el Departamento de
Vida Familiar bajo el liderazgo del Profesor José
Ángel Arrieta y su esposa, Arelis. Durante este inspirador evento, Contreras compartió información
importante sobre la estabilidad general de la familia.
El “Dúo de Jesús” de la Iglesia Central Hispana de
Manhattan y muchos otros artistas de las iglesias
locales participaron del evento.

Felipe S. Barrientos
Mott Haven church

Felipe S. Barrientos
Iglesia Hispana de Mott Haven

Sigue Creciendo la Familia
de Dios en la Iglesia
Hispana de Haverstraw
Había fiesta en el cielo y también en
la Iglesia Hispana de Haverstraw el
pasado Marzo cuando once personas
dieron su vida a Jesús. Los bautizados
fueron: Frances Vargas, Milagros
Novas, Rosamaria Estévez, Gustavo
Redinos, Denise Paulino, Sandy
Bueso, Ivette Saravia, Andrea Saravia,
Christian Recinos, Jenny Saravia y
Christina Estévez. Este bautizmo fue
el resultado de una exitosa semana
de oración juvenil presentada por el
Pastor Randy Courtad. No cave duda
de que el Espíritu Santo trabajó por
medio de este joven predicador para
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Manolo Contreras presented information on family stability.
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tocar a estas personas.
La semana de oración fue conducida en inglés con traducción
simultánea al español. Muchos
temas fueron presentados y el Pr.
Courtad también compartió su testimonio personal el cual sin duda
tuvo un impacto muy poderoso en
los asistentes.
El Pr. Courtad es un energético
joven evangelista que ha servido por
los últimos tres años en la Misión
Colegial Evangelística (The Mission
College of Evangelism) localizada en
Washington. Actualmente es el pastor de la recién formada Iglesia
Adventista de East Side.
Otras siete personas dieron sus
vidas a Cristo el 19 de Abril tras la

culminación de una serie de
Seminarios sobre Profecías conducido
por el Pr. Randy Courtad. Entre los
bautizados hubieron cuatro personas
que fueron re-bautizadas. Ellos decidieron renovar sus votos con el Señor
después de haber escuchado los
poderosos mensajes. Tres otras personas hicieron su decisión después
de haber recibido estudios bíblicos.
El seminario fue coordinado por el
Departamento de Ministerio Personal
bajo el liderazgo de Amilcar Saravia.
Las reuniones se llevaron a cabo
todas las noches, con un promedio
de asistencia de 55 personas.
Además de los bautismos, el seminario dejó como resultado alrededor
de otras doce personas interesadas

Maria Guillen, Miembro
Iglesia Hispana de Haverstraw

The Family of God
Continues Growing at The
Haverstraw Spanish Church
There was joy in heaven and also at
the Spanish Haverstraw church last
March when eleven people gave
their lives to Jesus. Those baptized
were: Frances Vargas, Milagros
Novas, Rosamaria Estévez, Gustavo
Redinos, Denise Paulino, Sandy
Bueso, Ivette Saravia, Andrea
Saravia, Christian Recinos, Jenny
Saravia and Christina Estévez. This
baptism was the result of a successful youth evangelistic week-of-prayer
presented by Pastor Randy Courtad.

There is no doubt that the Holy
Spirit worked through this young
preacher to touch these individuals.
The week-of-prayer was conducted in English with a simultaneous
translation in Spanish. Many topics
were presented and Courtad also
shared his personal testimony,
which without a doubt had a powerful impact on the listeners.
Courtad is a young energetic
evangelist, who served for the past
three years at the Mission College
of Evangelism located in the state
of Washington. He is presently the
pastor of the newly formed East
Side Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Another seven individuals gave
their lives to Christ on April 19 at the
culmination of a Prophecy Seminar
series conducted by Courtad.
Among the baptized were four people who were re-baptized. They
decided to renew their vows with
the Lord after listening to the powerful messages. Three other individuals
made their decision for baptism after
receiving Bible studies.

The seminar was coordinated by
the Personal Ministries department
under the leadership of Amilcar
Saravia. The meetings were held
every night with an average attendance of 55 people. In addition to
the baptisms, the seminar resulted
in about twelve more people interested in studying God’s word in
preparation for future baptism.
The Spanish Haverstraw church
thanks the Lord for these individuals who have united with His people and prays that they are the first
of many who will be added during
this year.
Maria Guillen, member
Spanish Haverstraw church
OFFICIAL NOTICE
Greater New York Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Greater New York
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists will hold a special
Constituency Meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, December 7,
2003, at the First Ghana Seventh-day Adventist Church located at
45 Goble Place, Bronx, NY 10451. Registration begins at 8:00
a.m.
The purpose of this meeting is to discuss matters relating to
the Adventist Nursing Home and to deal with any other matters
that might be duly brought before the constituency.
Dionisio Olivo, President
G. Earl Knight, Executive Secretary

I

s it possible that something as easily available and cheap as water can actually help reduce
my risk of coronary heart disease? According to a study published this spring in the
American journal of epidemiology it can. Involved in a study which looked at the possibility
that water may help reduce the risk of coronary heart disease were 8,288 men and 12,017
women. The people who participated in the study had never been diagnosed with heart disease.
The researchers compared people who drank at least five glasses of water a day with those who
drank less. They found that drinking water does lower your risk of heart
disease! But how does it work?
It is related to the viscosity or thickness of blood plasma and other
blood products. We know that viscosity is an independent risk factor
for coronary heart disease. And it is elevated by dehydration. Drinking
water helps reduce dehydration. Remember that you can be dehydrated
and not even know it. Thirst is not a good indicator of hydration level.
This is especially true as we grow older.
The researchers also looked at the effect of drinking liquids other than
water, but it was determined that you get the greatest benefit from drinking water. So, next time you go for a drink consider a glass of water!

Focus on Heath

Can Water Help?

GREATER NEW YORK

en estudiar la Palabra de Dios y en
prepararse para un futuro bautismo.
La Iglesia Hispana de Haverstraw
le agradece a Dios por estas personas que se han unido a su
pueblo y oran para que solo sean
las primeras de muchas más personas que se añadan este año.

Sheryl S. McWilliams is director of Wellness at Parkview Adventist Medical Center in Portland, Maine.
Reprinted from the May 2003 Northern New England Conference PIONEER PATHS newsletter.
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The

of

Blessings
Native American Camp Meeting
By Cheryl Allen

Navajo Ladies Choir, all former students of Holbrook Indian School in Holbrook, Arizona.

It is amazing what happens when the people of the Lord come together in
worship. And come together they did on June 27 and 28 when the Southern
New England Conference hosted its first Native American Camp Meeting in
South Lancaster, Massachusetts.
he more than 300 people in attendance included individuals representing five different Tribal Nations—
Native Americans from New Mexico all the way to
southeastern Connecticut. It isn’t often that the original
people of this land are provided with such an opportunity
to worship together like this, but when they are… they
come out ready to praise their Creator God.

T
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In return, the Lord truly blessed those in attendance
through the main speaker, Roscoe J. Howard III, secretary
for the church in North America. The Spirit of God moved
through him energizing the audience with the message of
hope in the midst of tribulation and the never ceasing gift
of God’s love. His message was so inspirational and powerful that he was called to speak for an extra meeting.

Robert Burnette, director of Native Ministries for the
North American Division, shared a personal testimony of
how a Christian teacher can give hope that lasts a lifetime.
His testimony stressed the importance of consecrated teachers and the importance of an effective Christian witness for
Native Americans. And for the first time since this experience, Burnette was delighted to be able to see that teacher
again at these meetings.
Native American culture came alive as the Navajo Choir
shared their talents in song and testimony. Fred Rogers,
enrolled member of the Cherokee Nation, shared many ancient
Native American beliefs that are in keeping with the word of
God. David DeRose, president of CompassHealth, Inc., spoke
of the similarities shared between the original Native lifestyles
and health principles found in Scripture that, when followed,
gave Native people strength physically, spiritually, mentally, and

brought them in oneness with their Creator.
The greatest highlight of the camp meeting was the
moving of God’s Spirit in the lessons learned, friendships
made, and the desire of many to dedicate their time and
service to spreading the gospel through Native Ministries.
There is a call to missions and it isn’t across the world
or in another country—it is to a people who have a
prophecy that a man in white (light) will come to save
them; it is to a people who need to know more about
the “Hope” that is Jesus; it is to a people who are the
original Americans.
It was those people who rejoiced at the blessing of the
Native American Camp Meeting.
Cheryl Allen is the Native Ministries coordinator for the Southern
New England Conference.

Robert Burnette
presenting a native
tie to the speaker,
Roscoe Howard.

Photos courtesy of Native Ministries.

Many were blessed as
they attended the first
Native American
Camp Meeting hosted
by the Southern New
England Conference.

Max Martinez
and Navajo Choir
member testifying.

MerriLynn Braman
gives a rendition
with a Native flute.
Many groups joined
together in prayer.

Fred Rogers shared many Native American beliefs
that are in keeping with the word of God.
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Geddes Fair 2003
Members of the Westvale church and students
from Parkview Junior Academy participated in the
third annual Geddes Fair held at the state fairgrounds on the first Sunday in June. The annual
fair for the town of Geddes has become an event
where people come together to eat, fellowship,
and learn about the local businesses and organizations in that area.
Since the church and school are in the Geddes

Sharon King and Pat Gallishaw from Parkview Junior Academy distributed pens.

NEW YORK

Robert Lehrer Retires
Members of the Kingsbury School
Board and friends attended a
retirement party held on June 15
for Robert (Bob) Lehrer. He completed his 351⁄2 years of teaching in
June after having taught a total of
22 years in the New York
Conference and 131⁄2 years in the
Potomac Conference.
The New York Conference presented Bob with his 35 year service pin
and a plaque recognizing his years

area, they are
always invited to
have a display
and have accepted the invitation
for the past three
years. This year
250 frisbees with
the church’s
name and 250
pens engraved
with the church’s
name and address
were distributed.
Many people took
information on
the vegetarian
cooking school
Audry Wiggins from Westvale church helped to pass
that is held twice
out frisbees and pens from the church.
yearly at the
church. Parkview Junior Academy representatives
gave out pens with the school’s name and address.
Those who participated in this event really enjoyed
meeting the people and felt it was a great way for
them to learn about Seventh-day Adventists.
Joan Payne, communication staff
Westvale church

of service. The Kingsbury School
Board gave Bob a gift and presented
him with a notebook filled with email messages from former students.
Bob’s teaching years are finished,
but the seeds he planted in the lives
of his students will have results that
will last into eternity.
Thank you, Bob, for your years
of service in Seventh-day
Adventist education.
Stan Rouse, superintendent of schools
New York Conference

A Belated Testimony

Stan Rouse, superintendent of schools for the New York
Conference, presents Robert Lehrer with a plaque recognizing
his 351⁄2 years of teaching.
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Some months ago, I took a road trip
to Syracuse, New York, to visit my
friend, Joyce Stevens. With my job
for the 2002-2003 school year safely
in my pocket, I took off for an
enjoyable couple of weeks. I think
traveling is so cool, and fun.
With Joyce’s encouragement, I
attended church during my visit. As
it happened the speaker that

Sabbath was Stan Rouse, superintendent of schools for the New York
Conference. I liked his sermon, and
introduced myself to him after service. A few days later I made a call to
him at the conference office to
inquire about available teaching
jobs then left to return to Florida.
Now, some of this has become a
little foggy, but the gist of it is that
he called me in Florida to ask if I
would consider coming back to New
York for an interview. I said no and
indicated that I would consider a job,
but it would have to be sight unseen,
a foolhardy statement, under any circumstances. Actually, I had not yet
decided on a move. Moving is such a
hassle, as most can attest.
Then came the offer to participate in a phone conference interview with the Dexterville School
Board. This was set up, with the
board members at the school,
Rouse in Syracuse, and me in
Mount Dora, Florida. And what a
fun time was had by all! That same

Cathy Hooten, principal and teacher
Dexterville school

Summertime at
USA Is Not Boring!
Who said school campuses are
quiet and boring in the summer?
No way, especially this summer at
Union Springs Academy (USA)!
Shortly after cleaning up from
graduation, we started getting
ready for New York Conference
(NYC) camp meeting. Crews set up

tents, moved around pianos, put in
camper hook ups and completed a
myriad other chores that make a
camp meeting successful. The week
following, the campus was inhabited by people of all ages who came
to socialize and be spiritually energized. Quiet it was not!
The minute NYC camp meeting
was over, Steve Fraker, USA maintenance director, got to work doing
all the repairs and renovation that
needed to be done before school
began. Carpet was pulled up from
the Ad Building hallway and the
stairs and floor bases were made
ready for new carpet. New beds
and dressers were picked out for
the girls’ dorm and had to be put
together and moved in. Carpets
throughout the campus were
scheduled to be cleaned and new
roofs put on two faculty houses.
The gas wells were serviced, a new
walk-in freezer installed in the cafeteria, and a new porch put on the
gym. These were just some of the
major projects completed on top of

Easter Banquet—An Evangelistic Event
Members of the Batavia Seventh-day Adventist
Church sponsored an Easter Banquet that was a little out of the ordinary. It was held at a restaurant in
Batavia, New York on Sunday, April 13, 2003.
Beginning at 6:00 p.m., it featured a casual four
course sit-down dinner. The banquet was promoted
as an evangelistic event and each member of the
church was encouraged to invite one relative,
friend, or stranger to the dinner to hear about the
love of Jesus.
A total of 105 people attended the dinner, 53
of those were non-Adventists. After dinner, a
short video was viewed of the crucifixion and
death of Jesus Christ. Pastor J.P. O’Connor then
gave his
testimony
and everyone in
attendance
was treated
to singing
presented
by Pastor
O’Connor

keeping the campus mowed and
flower beds weeded. Mr. Fraker
and his son, Jacob, did this pretty
much alone. We thank God for
them every day.
The weekend of July 11-13 the
l972, l973, and l974 classes held a
combined reunion on the campus.
The dorms and cafeteria were busy
meeting our guests’ needs.
All of this summer work had to be
done around the Native American
camp meeting held on our campus
August 1-3. Again the campus was
full of friends who came to renew
friendships and worship.
While all this was going on, the
office staff was scurrying around
preparing for preschool week and
registration. The anticipation of
students arriving on August 17
kept all of us focused. It was fun to
watch the changes while being a
part of getting ready for the new
school year.

NEW YORK

evening the offer to come teach at
the Dexterville school was made to
me. Within two weeks I was packed
and on my way, complete with
possessions, cat, Gracie, and
pulling a UHaul behind me.
At some point along the way, I
had decided to accept the job
offer. To this day I have no clear
idea of what force pulled me to
even consider such a thing.
Our Lord does work mysteriously,
does He not?

Judy Hodder, principal
Union Springs Academy

and me,
his wife,
Ani.
That’s
not all!
Throughout the
evening,
names
were
picked
from a basket for door prizes that included the
fresh, beautiful flowers that were the center pieces
for each table and also hand-made gift baskets
designed by Debbie Almeter, a Batavia church
member. It was a heartfelt, spiritual night of food
and fellowship.
The Easter Banquet gave the Batavia church
members a good idea of how Jesus witnessed one
on one to those around Him and also tested their
holy boldness! Guests were truly receptive, some
requesting further visits from Pastor O’Connor,
more information about the Bible, or both.
Ani O’Connor, member
Batavia church
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NORTHEASTERN

Camp Meeting 2003
A Success
How do you describe success?
Success is one of those words that
can be interpreted in a number of
ways. But, if the praises of the
saints in response to the music and
message of a particular worship
service can be considered a measurement of success, then
Northeastern Conference Camp
Meeting 2003 was both a blessing
and an unqualified success. There
were an estimated 9,000 in attendance at this year’s convocations
held on June 28 and July 5.
Sabbath, June 28 began with a
Sabbath school program which
highlighted Christian education. Dr.
Pollyanna Prosper-Barnes, conference superintendent of schools,
served as Sabbath school superintendent for the day. The program
given by educators from the conference schools included the following
participants: Marlene Alvarez,
Donette Walcott, Laurent Servius,
Beverley Bucknor, Edward Jackson,
Alsean Cato and Andrew Philbert.
Eunice Baker, wife of conference
president Trevor Baker, served as
superintendent for Sababath school
on July 5 which featured participants from area churches including:
Lavern Thomas, Jennifer Levia,
Abigale Charles, Carlos Thomas,
Ronald Bonnick, who taught the lesson, and Norka Blackman Richards,
Naomi Nedd, and Annette Hicks-Gill
who led out in a special skit entitled
“Your Day in Court.”
Two Choirs Make
Camp Meeting Debut
The hot, more than 90 degree
weather was matched by the spiritual heat in the worship services at
the pavilion. Arrivals to the pavilion
noted the newly remodeled platform and large acrylic pulpit that
had been donated by the Queench
Water Company. The June 28 worship speaker was Dr. Ivan L.
Warden, associate director at the
Ellen White Estate at the General
Conference headquarters, while
Oakwood College church senior
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pastor Dr. John S. Nixon preached
on July 5. Each delivered powerful,
timely messages that were well
received by those in attendance.
The two weekend services also
featured the camp meeting debuts
of two relatively new but talented
and polished choirs. The youthful
and exuberant 3ABN Metro Mass
Choir brought a high energy contemporary gospel flavor to the June
28 service and afternoon concert.
The Altino Brothers Chorale led by
the equally youthful Nerva and
Robinson Altino brought a contemporary though more traditional
brand of music that was enthusiastically received by the worshipers.
Their skilled use of drums, keyboards, lead and bass guitars accentuated by trumpets and tympany
drums produced music that repeatedly brought the congregants to
their feet in praise and applause.
Also lending their considerable
vocal talents to the services were
soloists Stacey Peters, Arnold
Edwards, and eleven-year-old
dynamo, Nefetiti Huff.
Seven Pastors Ordained
Seven pastors were ordained to the
gospel ministry on July 5 with their
wives at their sides. They included
Jean H. Bernadotte and his wife,
Ginette Junie; Jose G. Burroughs and
his wife; Dayi, Migdonio Rojas and
his wife, Luisa; Roger R. Wade and
his wife, Lorraine; Corey R. Rowe
and his wife, Julie; Cornelius W.
Wesley and his wife, Marilyn; and
Nigel W. Stoddart and his wife,
Claudette Melinda. Carlyle
Simmons, executive secretary for
the Atlantic Union, delivered the
ordination message. Music for the
ceremony was provided by the
Remnant Mens Chorus from the
Linden church in Queens, New York.
Youth and Teen Services
The youth services under the leadership of Pastors Newton
Cleghorne and Garnet Morris were
also inspirational. On Sabbath, July
5 there was not only the traditional
youth meeting where Pastor
Theodore Weegar was used mighti-

ly by the Lord to lead several youth
to accept Jesus but, there was also
a teen tent which was well-attended with services led by Pastors Paul
Graham and Philip Wesley, Jr.
C. A. Murray, correspondent NEC

Dr. Ivan L. Warden, associate director at the Ellen White
Estate, at the General Conference headquarters, spoke on
the first Sabbath of camp meeting.

Dr. John S. Nixon, senior pastor at Oakwood College
church, spoke on the second Sabbath.

The 3ABN Metro Mass Choir brought a high energy
contemporary gospel flavor to the June 28 service
and afternoon concert.

Seven pastors were ordained on Sabbath, July 5.

The Green Mountain Adventurers of
Rutland, Vermont, had an exciting
day as they gathered at the residence of Gene and Wilma Campbell
for this year’s Investiture Service.
There were many aspects to the
day’s program. There was a dramatization of the scene from the Bible of
the boat on Galilee with the
Adventurers as the disciples and
Pastor Mathers portraying Christ. A
gift of appreciation was presented to
Thelma Cheney for her service to the
Adventurers. During the Investiture
Service Four Busy Bee pins and four
Sunbeam pins were awarded. Since
the event was held on Father’s Day,
the Adventurers gave their fathers
handmade Father’s Day cards and
gift books. They also presented
Pastor Mathers and his wife,
Lorraine, Marilyn Schorer, and Gene
and William Campbell with gift
books in appreciation of their help
with the Adventurers. Pastor Mathers
gave some helpful thoughts on “Our
Heavenly Father” before the close of
the program. It was a wonderful day
for the Adventurers who look forward to resuming their activities in
the fall.
R. Lenbert Cheney, family life coordinator
Rutland Seventh-day Adventist Church

Think of the Memories
In spite of heavy rains, lots of
mud, and cold and windy weather, our twelve Woodstock Whitetail
Pathfinders had a lot of fun at the
camporee in Hermon, Maine, on
the first weekend in May. What a
great opportunity for all, including
the fifteen adults who helped with
this successful trip. It couldn’t
have happened without them.
Once again the Whitetails brought
home the blue ribbon in rope
tying! What a laugh we all had as
each club put on their skits for
Saturday night entertainment. And
who could forget the flag raising
in the morning. We all came home
with red faces—either wind
burned or sunburned. And were
we tired? Extremely! Would we do
it again? Definitely!
Think of the memories a child
brings back with them from such
an adventure. Every child needs to
feel a sense of belonging whether
they attend in a long purple dress
or have stylish green hair. They
may not feel as though they fit in
outwardly, but the Lord changes
that when they attend the
Pathfinder events! To see them
march in full dress uniform alongside 150 other Pathfinders their
age makes your heart swell to see

Woodstock Whitetail Pathfinders had lots of fun at the
camporee in Hermon, Maine.

how God has enabled them to
become who they are today.
Laurie Wilson, staff member
Woodstock Whitetail Pathfinder Club

139TH ANNIVERSARY
HOMECOMING
Bordoville Seventh-day
Adventist Church
September 20, 2003
10:00 a.m.
Speaker: Pastor Bill Fagal
Located in West Enosburg,
Vermont, on the Chester A.
Arthur Road, off Route 108.
For more information call
Ginny Eckson at (802) 433-5881
or e-mail: ege3334@juno.com.

NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND

Green Mountain Adventurers’
Investiture Service

Several Green Mountain Adventurers shown here holding their awards: Marvin Young, Aaron Lewis, Jason Yendell,
Samantha Yendell, and Sydney Yendell.

100th ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
September 27, 2003
Barre-Montpelier Seventh-day
Adventist Church
Sabbath School, Worship, Fellowship
Dinner, and Afternoon Program
Questions?
Directions
Information
Call:
Ginny Eckson – (802) 433-5881
Barbara Rolland – (802) 223-6454
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Place Your Trust in God

SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND

It has always been a struggle for me to “hand over
the reins of my life” to God. I am a very independent person. I like things to happen when I want
them to happen. I had been driving an old hatchback Subaru for a while. It seemed as if every other
month or so it was in need of some type of repair.
As much as I hated paying for repairs, I did it.
“Betsy” had been with me from the very beginning
of my driving career and I just loved driving that car.
I remember one summer afternoon joking with
my mechanic. I told him that he wouldn’t be seeing me for a while. After all, it felt as if I had
replaced everything in the car at least once. How
true those words turned out to be. A month later,
the car died. I turned to God asking, “What now?”
I couldn’t afford a new car. God worked miracles
in the next few weeks and a car was provided. Yet

Happenings at
Brooklawn Church
The Brooklawn church in
Connecticut has recently implemented programs refocusing on
evangelism in Fairfield County.
Over a six-week period, the church
members have viewed videos
called “Witnessing Without Fear.”
Pastor Tom Merrill discussed and
preached about the power of
prayer in reaching out to others.
Brooklawn church also has its own
radio station program on WDJZ
1530 AM which covers parts of
Fairfield County.
The Personal Ministries department has developed a Steps to
Christ project which has completed
numerous mailings in the zip codes
of Bridgeport. Through the assistance of church members, a church
was planted in Zambia, Africa.
On Sabbaths, the greeters are
giving packets filled with
“Panorama of Prophecy” CDs as a
witness to first time visitors or
guests. Also, the department is giving materials from Ellen G. White’s
collection to the parents of children
being dedicated.
The Lord is blessing the
Brooklawn members as they con-
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still, I was unhappy. This new car just didn’t feel
right—didn’t zip down the highway the way Betsy
had. I questioned God’s timing. Why couldn’t He
have held that little car together for just a bit
longer? The answer came days later, when I was in
a car accident. You see, in a smaller car I would
have been killed.
There will be times when things happen in your
life that seem to inconvenience you or deter you
from the path you want to take. Just remember
that your path may not be the path God wants to
lead you on. Place your trust in God, knowing that
He will always care for you. What may seem like
an inconvenience today may be something that
saves your life tomorrow.
Angela Montoya, secretary for the Office of Education
Southern New England Conference
Reprinted from the April 25, 2003, THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE newsletter
for the Southern New England Conference (title added).

sider the theme chosen by the
board, “How Have We Impacted
Other’s Lives,” when implementing
programs at the church.
Mark R. Leonard and Angela Weir,
communication staff
Brooklawn church

Guitar Lessons
and Soul Winning
The members of the Worcester
Spanish church use all of their talents to reach their community for
Christ. During the last year they
have held various classes in their
church as a means of reaching the
neighborhood. Computer Literacy,
English, Hebrew, and guitar playing were
some of the lessons recently
given. This
is where
Manuel
Montenegro
comes in. His
wife had been
receiving Bible
studies, but he
did not want
any part of it.
In fact he simply ignored or

hid from those giving instruction.
Montenegro had always wanted
to play the guitar and when he
heard that lessons were to be
given at the church, he was there.
He attended faithfully and worked
hard to meet the class requirements. For graduation exercises
the students performed at church
and were warmly received. The
goal of reaching the surrounding
community has been met, however, the Spirit had not yet finished
its work. Soon after, the students
were invited to provide special
music for the church service.
Montenegro and his family were
there. Consequently the Bible studies began in earnest. Last April
they were baptized.
Once again
it was
shown
that there
are indeed
many ways in
which a congregation
can use its talents and
abilities to bring others
to Christ. Just ask the
Worcester Spanish
church.
Marco G Rivas, pastor
Holyoke, Southbridge, and Worcester churches

The Road to Happiness Seminar was conducted in three
churches a few months ago. Pastor Gary Wagner developed the seminar based on the Beatitudes of Matthew 5.
The underlying messages of the five-nightly meetings
was that we can find happiness, as the character of
Christ is developed in us. Members and guests in the
Northampton, Canaan, and Berkshire Hills churches were
also blessed by the music of Ashley Wagner at each session. The purpose of the meetings was to prepare the
members to expand their soul-winning efforts in preparation for the October “World to Win” meetings.
Gary Wagner, pastor
Berkshire Hills, Canaan, Northampton, and Shelburne Falls churches
and The Five-Campus Project

Boston Van Ministry Annual Banquet
November 2, 2003
12:00 p.m.
Greater Boston Academy
108 Pond Street
Stoneham, Massachusetts
For more information call (781) 438-2838
or e-mail: Bostonvan1@juno.com.

Seminars for Teens
and Young Adults
Christ in Christian Courtship
with
James and Rise Rafferty
September 12-13, 2003

An Endless Falling in Love
with
Ty Gibson
October 10-11, 2003
Hosted by the
Braintree Seventh-day Adventist Church
For directions and information call
(978) 440-7838 E-mail: portraitsofgod@msn.com

GIVE and RECEIVE
With a Charitable Gift Annuity
HAVE YOU been discouraged or even hurt by the low earnings on your CDs?
Through a gift annuity you can give and receive at rates much higher than your current investments. The rate you
will receive is determined by your age and can be as high as 10 or even 11 percent.

SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND

The Road to Happiness Seminar

Here’s How a Gift Annuity works
You make an irrevocable gift of cash or marketable property. The assets are reinvested and you are paid a fixed
income for life (and, if desired, for another beneficiary’s lifetime). Upon the death of the last beneficiary, the funds
are available for use by the church.
What You Receive
You will receive a lifetime income for yourself and possibly another person, but there are numerous tax advantages as well:
✔ The portion of the transaction that is considered a gift qualifies as a charitable deduction.
✔ Part of the annual income received during your initial life expectancy will be tax-free.
✔ If you gift appreciated securities, some capital gains taxes for the “sale” portion of the transaction will be due,
but they are payable over your life expectancy, not in one year.
To find out more, contact your
Trust Services representative today.
Southern New England Conference
W. Robert (Bob) Daum
Office: 978.365.4551
Cell phone: 508.259.3847

This information is not intended to provide advice for
any specific situation. Advice from a qualified attorney
and/or tax accountant should always be obtained before
implementing any of the strategies described.
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YOUTHRelationships
Youth & Relationships Survey
Tell us what you think!

D

ear Readers: The Youth & Relationships column is
printed six times each year and has been running
in the Atlantic Union GLEANER for approximately
three years. To help us to keep the column timely and relevant, we need your input. Please complete and mail or
fax this form to us and we will send you a thank you gift!

1) Circle the number which best represents your interest in the content of the column (Using a five-point
scale, 5 represents very interested and 1 represents
no interest).
5
4
3
2
1

2) Check the category which represents your age
group.

❏ 13 – 19
❏ 35 – 50

❏ 20 – 35
❏ 50 and up

3) How often do you read the Youth & Relationships
column in the course of one year (the column is
printed six times each year)?
❏ Always (six times)
❏ Occasionally (3 times or more)
❏ Not Very Often (two times or less)

Send Us Your Response to this Question
My best friend was a victim of date rape by her fiancee.
She says she still loves him and feels what he did was
not his fault because he said she was so beautiful that
he could not wait any longer. Her parents are in love with
him because he is a member of their church and carries
himself like a Christian. She is now planning a date for
the wedding even though she still has nightmares about
the event. She wants me to be her maid of honor. How
can I let her see this is a mistake and that I don’t want
to be a part of it?
Responses will be printed in an upcoming issue.
Send your responses to The Editor, Atlantic Union
GLEANER, PO Box 1189, South Lancaster, MA 01561;
fax: (978) 368-7948; e-mail: 74617.3625@
compuserve.com. Deadline: November 7, 2003.
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4) To which conference do you belong?
❏ Bermuda
❏ Greater New York
❏ New York
❏ Northeastern
❏ Northern New England
❏ Southern New England
❏ Other (please indicate):___________________
5) With how many people (including family and friends)
do you share the information in the Youth &
Relationships column?
❏ More than 10 people
❏ 1-9 people
❏ No one

6) What do you appreciate about the Youth &
Relationships column? ______________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

7) How could we improve the Youth & Relationships column? ____________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

8) What was your favorite column and why? ________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Thank you! We look forward to hearing from you. Mail
the completed form to: The Editor, Atlantic Union
GLEANER, PO Box 1189, South Lancaster, MA 01561.

We would appreciate hearing from you. Send your questions and
letters in response to the Youth & Relationships column to:

Atlantic Union Conference
PO Box 1189
So. Lancaster, MA 01561
Phone: (978) 368-8333
Fax: (978) 368-7948
E-mail: 74617.3625@compuserve.com

BULLETIN BOARD
Sunset Table

Eastern Daylight Saving Time

October 2003
Bangor, ME
Portland, ME
Boston, MA
South Lancaster, MA
Pittsfield, MA
Hartford, CT
New York, NY
Albany, NY
Utica, NY
Syracuse, NY
Rochester, NY
Buffalo, NY
Hamilton, Bda

10
5:58
6:04
6:09
6:11
6:18
6:16
6:22
6:18
6:25
6:29
6:34
6:39
6:50

3
6:10
6:17
6:21
6:23
6:29
6:27
6:33
6:30
6:37
6:41
6:46
6:51
6:59

17
5:45
5:53
5:58
6:00
6:06
6:05
6:11
6:06
6:13
6:17
6:23
6:28
6:42

24
5:34
5:42
5:47
5:49
5:56
5:54
6:01
5:56
6:03
6:06
6:12
6:17
6:34

Out-of-Union
Events occurring outside the Atlantic Union territory
Did you attend school in Paradise—California, that is?
We’re looking for you if you were a graduate or student of
Paradise Adventist Academy or Paradise Adventist School.
Contact Cheryl Bair, alumni relations director at Paradise
Adventist Academy, at alumni@paradiseadventistacademy
.com or (530) 877-6540. Visit PAA online at www.paradise
adventistacademy.com. We’re organizing Alumni Weekend 2004 and we’d love to hear from you!
Pathfinder NAD Camporee: You don’t want to miss being a
part of the Faith on Fire Camporee, August 10-14, 2004,
where over 20,000 youth and leaders from around the world

Pearl River Elementary School
50th Anniversary Celebration
September 19-20, 2003
Pearl River Seventh-day Adventist Church
210 N. Middletown Rd.
Pearl River, N.Y. 10965
Alumni, former staff, and friends
are invited to attend.
For more information call the school
at (914) 735-8603

ASSOCIATION OF ADVENTIST WOMEN (AAW)
Twenty-first Annual Conference, “Women and
Leadership: Change, Choice, Commitment, October
16-19, 2003, Wong Kerlee International Conference
Center, Loma Linda, California. Outstanding Plenary
and Workshop Speakers, Agape Supper, Sabbath
Services, Camp Mohaven 30-year Celebration,
Women of the Year Banquet. Registration Fees: $80
before September 15, $90 after September 15, students free with ID. For more information, contact
Kay Nelson, conference registrar, phone (909) 3072807 or kaynelson@earthlink.net.

31
4:24
4:32
4:38
4:40
4:46
4:45
4:52
4:46
4:53
4:57
5:02
5:08
5:28

will gather in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Not only will
there be powerful spiritual programming to
draw you closer to Jesus, and opportunities to
make new friends, but there are many exciting
events, activities, earning honors, parades,
exhibits, community service and outreach
ministries, and so much more. You have to be
there! More information: Andrews University
Center for Youth Evangelism, 1-800-YOUTH-2U (968-8428) or www.AdventistYouth.org.
SJA Alumni—Spokane Junior Academy is
searching for all graduates and former students. Alumni weekend will be held March 6,
2004, in Spokane. We need your e-mail or
address to send information. Contact Kristi
Fritz at e-mail: sja_alumni_org@yahoo.com
or mail to: SJA Alumni, 1505 W. Cleveland,
Spokane, WA 99205.

Yakima Adventist Christian School
Centennial Celebration 1903 to 2003! Past and present
teachers, students, parents, and church members of North
Yakima School (1903-1916), North Yakima Seventh-day
Adventist School (1916-1923), Yakima Seventh-day Adventist
Church School (1923-1938), Brookside Junior Academy
(1938-1962), Yakima Junior Academy (1962-1978), and
Yakima Adventist Junior Academy (1979-1995), and the
present Yakima Adventist Christian School (since 1995) will
celebrate its 100-year anniversary Sept. 26-27 in its new
facility at 1200 City Reservoir Rd. in Yakima, Washington. Call
the school for more information (509) 966-1933.

Greater Boston Academy
Alumni Weekend
Reconnect with former classmates,
old friends, and favorite faculty on the
weekend of October 3 & 4, 2003.
Friday, October 3
10:00 a.m.
Golf Tournament
6:30 p.m. Soup and Conversation Supper
7:30 p.m.
Special Speaker, Ty Gibson
Saturday, October 4
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

GBA Today Sabbath School
Church Service
with Ty Gibson
Potluck Lunch and
Afternoon Visiting
Musical Extravaganza and a
presentation by Ty Gibson
Double Barber Shop
Quartet Concert

Original GBA Trivia Play
9:15 p.m. Alumni/Student Basketball Game

Spot News
Events occurring in the Atlantic Union territory

For more information, contact
Melanie Brace at (508) 528-5160
or call GBA at (781) 438-4253.

Greater New York Academy Reunion
2004 Spring spectacular 3-day Cruise
boarding Royal Caribbean Cruise Liner
leaving Cape Canaveral, Florida, on Friday,
April 23, 2004. Contact: Jake206@netze
ro.net or Leah Consuegra at (407) 8149480. All GNYA alumni are invited.
Reconnecting Ministries Conference—
A conference on Reconnecting Ministries
will take place September 13, 2003, at the
College Seventh-day Adventist Church in
South Lancaster, Mass. It is sponsored by
the North American Division and hosted
by the College church. For more details
about registering for the conference, call
Pastor Elizabeth Castle at the College
church office (978) 368-2130.
Missionaries needed: You do not have to
go oversees to share Christ. You are needed close to home. The Boston Temple
church, the N. Quincy ESOL Center
(English speakers of Other Languages)
need ESOL volunteer teachers, and
Middle/High school tutor to reach out to
Chinese non-Christians. One and one-half
hours twice a week. Reply to:
Pttan@msn.com or call (617) 536-5022.
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PINE TREE ACADEMY
Alumni Homecoming Weekend
October 24-25, 2003
Honoring the following classes:
‘28, ‘33, ‘78, ‘83, ‘88, ‘93
Friday Night
Bonfire Vespers – 7:00 p.m.
Sabbath School
PTA Gym – 9:30 a.m.
Church Service
11:00 a.m.
Guest Speaker – Bob Rice
Former teacher and principal
Evening Concert & Vespers – 6:30 p.m.
Basketball Games: PTA Gym – 7:30 p.m.
RSVP for the weekend by calling the
PTA Alumni Office at (207) 865-4747 ext.103
or visit our website at www.pta-online.org.
Hope to see each one of your there!
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ALREDEDOR DE LA IGLESIA MUNDIAL
Latvia: La iglesia abre un centro
para niños con ayuda del gobieno
8 de Julio del 2003, Zilaiskalns, Latvia [ANN]
— Gracias a los esfuerzos de los miembros de la
Iglesia Adventista del Séptimo Día, los niños de
Zilaiskalns, una pequeña aldea de 900 personas
de Latvia, están recibiendo grandes beneficios.
El 28 de Junio se dedicó un departamento
renovado, con el objetivo de servir a los niños
que debido al trabajo de sus padres carecen de
atención diurna. El departamento fue ofrecido
a Lidija Mitrofanova, una miembro de iglesia,
luego de que los funcionarios fueran testigos
de sus esfuerzos iniciales exitosos.
Paradaugava, una organización caritativa
adventista, contribuyó con sus donaciones y
ayuda a la renovación del lugar.
Antes de obtener el departamento,
Mitrofanova había inaugurado su propio hogar
para niños, donde les daba clases y una comida.
Sus recursos se vieron afectados ya que comenzó a recibir 20 niños por día, lo que produjo las
felicitaciones del pueblo y los esfuerzos para
que su programa contara con más espacio.
“Di mi apoyo al establecimiento del centro de
niños,” declaró Vija Nesterenkova, jefa del gobierno comunal. “Si al comienzo hubo padres
que se preguntaban qué pasaba [aquí] (¿no son
los adventistas una clase de secta?), ahora todos
están convencidos de que a los niños se les
enseña lo que deben saber: que deben respetar a
sus padres y a los mayores, que no deben robar
ni dañar a otros. Aquí los niños aprenden lo
básico acerca de Dios y del mundo.”
Paul Tompkins, director del departamento de
jóvenes y familia de la región Transeuropea de
la iglesia, añade: “Lo singular de lo que vemos
aquí es que la Iglesia Adventista está cooperando con el gobierno local de este pueblo para
atender a los niños. Es inspirador ver lo que
están haciendo. Es algo realmente bueno.”
Ubicado cerca de la ciudad de Valmiera en
el noreste de Latvia, Zilaiskalns ha enfrentado
cambios desde el fin de la dominación soviética. De las dos industrias locales—un aserradero y una procesadora de turba—una fue
declarada insolvente, lo que redujo el número
de empleados de 350 a 100.
La mitad de población local es latvia, mientras que la otra mitad pertenece a personas de
13 nacionalidades diferentes. Luego de la independencia del país, alrededor de 50 familias
regresaron a Rusia, mientras que otras enviaron
a sus hijos a escuelas rusas de Valmeira. Esto
hizo que las escuelas locales se quedaran sin
alumnos y en 1996, la escuela primaria cerró.
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Desde entonces, el gobierno local ha reabierto la escuela, donde empleó a alumnosdocentes de un colegio superior cercano. Pero
todavía hay una gran necesidad de contar con
más servicios educacionales y el centro comunitario adventista proporcionará cuatro días de
clase por semana y una comida diaria sin cargo.
Los ministros adventistas están impresionados
por el alcance que está teniendo el proyecto.
“Cuando vine aquí esperaba ver mucha
gente, pero no tanta,” dijo Vilnis Latgalis, pastor de la Iglesia Adventista de Valmiera.
“Esperaba ver muchos niños, pero no tantos
como veo en este momento.”
Guntis Bukalders
Adventist News Network Staff
Traducción: Marcos Paseggi

México: Los adventistas
alcanzan la comunidad a través
de “Evangelismo de Impacto”
1 de Julio del 2003, Montemorelos, N.L.,
México [ANN] — Los jóvenes de la Iglesia
Adventista del Séptimo Día están causando
un impacto en las comunidades del norte de
México, combinando el servicio comunitario
con el evangelismo, informa Libna Stevens,
corresponsal de noticias de la
iglesia en Interamérica.
Más de 650 jóvenes adventistas recorrieron recientemente
las calles de las ciudades de
Mexicali (Baja California) y
Mazatlán (Sinaloa), como parte
de un programa de evangelización en el norte de México
llamado “Super Misión.”.Los
jóvenes irrumpieron en las
calles durante cinco días o más
y limpiaron las avenidas,
restauraron los jardines públicos, pintaron edificios públicos, arreglaron los juegos de
los parques infantiles, plantaron árboles, limpiaron playas,
prepararon alimentos para los
animales de los zoológicos
locales y muchas cosas más,
afirma el Pastor Luis A. King,
director de jóvenes de la iglesia
en el Norte de México.
“Muchos se preguntan:
‘¿Quiénes son?’; ‘¿Por qué
hacen esto?’; o ‘¿Te pagan o es
un castigo?,’ dice King.
Asimismo, dice que la gente se

sorprende al escuchar que la juventud adventista afirma vivir para servir. Muchos quieren
llegar a ser parte del grupo o quieren que sus
hijos se involucren en el programa, añade.
Luego de limpiar las calles de Mexicali, los
jóvenes participaron en una serie de conferencias en contra de los estupefacientes que se
ofreció a cientos de jóvenes de la ciudad. En
Mazatlán, los jóvenes presentaron conferencias
de evangelización por las noches.
“Esta es la oportunidad [para que la juventud adventista] invite a la gente a asistir a las
presentaciones vespertinas y a inscribirse para
recibir estudios bíblicos, que son entonces continuados por las iglesias locales,” explica King.
La iniciativa se basa en dos fases del programa de evangelización de la iglesia: el “plantar y
buscar” individuos interesados y la consolidación o fortalecimiento de nuevos miembros.
King informa que han logrado involucrar más
de 180 iglesias en Super Misión y hay 1,400
personas anotadas para recibir estudios bíblicos.
Se han planificado tres programas adicionales
de Super Misión para este verano, en Nuevo
León, Sonora, y en la Ciudad de México.
Libna Stevens
Adventist News Network Staff
Traducción: Marcos Paseggi

Retiro Familiar y de Solteros
21-23 de Noviembre del 2003
Friar Tuck Resort en Catskill, N.Y.
Orador Principal:
Pr. Rolando de los Ríos
Presentadores:
Sra. Alicia Márquez
Pr. Claudio Consuegra, M.A.
Pr. Richard O’Fill
Dr. Luis A. Moreno
Sra. Luisa Moreno
Sra. Rebeca de los Rios
Lic. Hipólita García

Para más información o para registración llame al:
(978) 368-8333 ext. 3015 ó 3016.

A TRAVERS L’EGLISE MONDIALE
Azerbaïdjan: pour un imam
musulman, la liberté religieuse
constitue une priorité
1 Juillet 2003, Silver Spring, Maryland, ÉtatsUnis [ANN] — «Ou bien on est pour la liberté
religieuse et pour les droits de l’homme, ou on
ne l’est pas,» a déclaré l’imam Ilgar
Allahverdiyev, président de la branche azerbaïdjanaise de l’Association internationale pour la
liberté religieuse (International Religious
Liberty Association – IRLA) lors de son passage
au siège mondial de l’IRLA, le 24 juin dernier.
«Là où il y la liberté religieuse, il y a les
droits de l’homme. Dans toute société, la
démocratie repose sur la liberté religieuse,»
a-t-il ajouté.
Discutant avec des responsables de l’IRLA et
de l’Église adventiste du septième jour, l’imam
Allahverdiyev a félicité ces deux organisations
pour leurs nombreux efforts de promotion de
la liberté religieuse dans le monde entier. Il a
souligné l’importance de la recherche du juste
milieu dans une société aussi diversifiée que la
nôtre. «Le juste milieu, ce sont les droits de
l’homme et la liberté religieuse. Ceux qui font
la promotion de ces deux valeurs font en fait la
promotion de la dignité humaine.»
Se faisant l’écho de ces paroles, Denton
Lotz, président de l’IRLA et secrétaire général
de l’Alliance baptiste mondiale, a dit de son
côté : «Quand les nations font appel à une religion d’État pour supprimer la liberté
religieuse, il ne peut y avoir de paix. Il y aura
plutôt un conflit de civilisations, qui est en fait
un conflit de religions.»
L’imam Allahverdiyev s’est engagé dans toute
une gamme de causes très diverses, dont un
programme intitulé «Mère patrie sans orphelins», lancé en 2002 pour contribuer à faire
évoluer la situation des enfants sans domicile,
et aussi «Combat contre l’alcoolisme et la
drogue», organisation aidant les citoyens à lutter contre la toxicomanie, et «Dar-Ul-Hikmet»,
centre de recherche et de débats où l’on traite
de questions telles que «L’islam, religion de
tolérance», «Dialogue des civilisations», «Islam
et hygiène» et bien d’autres encore.
La branche azerbaïdjanaise de l’IRLA a été
constituée le 20 Septembre 2002, toute une
palette de groupes religieux se trouvant
représentés au sein du groupe qui la dirige.
L’IRLA elle-même fut à l’origine fondée en
1893 aux États-Unis par des membres de

l’Église adventiste. Mais c’est une organisation
non sectaire, qui fait la promotion des
principes de la liberté religieuse pour tous,
partout dans le monde.
Situé sur les rives de la Mer Caspienne,
entre l’Iran et la Russie, l’Azerbaïdjan compte
plus de 7 millions d’habitants, dont 3 %
seulement se disent membres d’une Église
chrétienne. La constitution du pays assure le
droit de tout un chacun de choisir et de pratiquer sa propre religion.
Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements sur l’IRLA, rendez vous sur son site:
www.irla.org.
Viola Hughes
Adventist News Network
Traduction: Claude Fivel

Brèves — Les adventistes
britanniques soutiennent
le mariage traditionnel
8 Juillet 2003, Silver Spring, Maryland,
États-Unis [ANN] — Le gouvernement britannique a annoncé récemment ses plans
visant à accorder aux couples homosexuels le
même statut juridique que les couples mariés.
Dans une déclaration, le pasteur Cecil Perry,
président de l’Église adventiste du septième
jour du Royaume-Uni et d’Irlande, a réaffirmé
la conception biblique du modèle familial
hétérosexuel. «Nous apprécions les efforts du
gouvernement pour parvenir à l’équité et à
l’égalité dans le traitement des couples ainsi
que son désir de protéger les groupes minoritaires contre toute discrimination, mais en
tant que chrétiens qui tenons la Bible comme
parole inspirée par Dieu, nous ne pouvons
ignorer les prescriptions bibliques. Le modèle
familial maculin-féminin figurant dans l’Écriture remonte à la création du monde et a été
réaffirmé par Jésus-Christ. Nous l’abandonnerions à notre péril.»
Adventist News Network Staff
Traduction: Claude Fivel

Mexique: les adventistes
prennent contact avec les
communautés locales en pratiquant
un «évangélisme d’impact»
1 Juillet 2003, Montemorelos, N.L.,
Mexique [ANN] — Les jeunes membres de

l’Eglise adventiste ont un impact sur les communautés locales du nord du Mexique, en
joignant le service communautaire à l’évangélisation. Plus de 650 jeunes adventistes
ont récemment pris d’assaut les rues de
Mexicali, de Baja California, de Mazatlan et
de Sinaloa, dans le cadre d’un programme d’évangélisation du Nord du Mexique, intitulé
«Super Mission». Ces jeunes se sont installées dans les rues de ces cités par périodes de
cinq jours ou plus, pour les nettoyer, restaurer les jardins publiques, repeindre les édifices publiques, réparer les aires de jeux pour
enfants, planter des arbres, nettoyer les
plages, préparer des repas pour les animaux
des zoos locaux et pour accomplir bien
d’autres choses encore, comme nous en a
informés le pasteur Luis A. King, directeur de
la jeunesse de l’Église du Nord du Mexique.
«Beaucoup de gens ont demandé: “Qui
êtes-vous?” “Pourquoi faites-vous ça?” ou
“Est-ce qu’on vous paie ou est-ce une punition?”» raconte Luis King. Il dit que les gens
sont surpris d’entendre les jeunes adventistes dire qu’ils vivent pour servir. «Ils sont
nombreux à vouloir faire partie du groupe
ou à désirer que leurs enfants s’y
impliquent,» ajoute-t-il.
Après que les jeunes aient nettoyé les rues
de Mexicali, ils ont tenu, le soir venu, des conférences de lutte contre la toxicomanie pour
des centaines de jeunes gens de cette ville. À
Mazatlan, ce sont des conférences d’évangélisation qu’ils ont organisées pendant la nuit.
«Il y a là une opportunité [pour la jeunesse
adventiste] d’inviter les gens à des conférences
vespérales et à leur donner la possibilité de
s’inscrire pour des séances d’étude de la Bible,
prises en charge ultérieurement pas les Églises
locales,» explique Luis King.
Cette initiative est tirée de deux étape du
programme d’évangélisation de l’Église – «l’implantation et la recherche» (de personnes
intéressées) et la consolidation ou le renforcement des nouveaux membres. Luis King
indique que plus de 180 congrégations participent à Super Mission et que 1,400 personnes se sont inscrites pour des études bibliques.
Trois autres programmes de Super Mission
sont prévus pour cet été, à Nuevo Leon, à
Sonora et à Mexico.
Libna Stevens
Adventist News Network Staff
Traduction: Claude Fivel
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