Grace-filled Churches
hris worked for me at camp for two
summers. The year he graduated from
college he wanted to work one more
summer at camp. He was a good worker,
related well to the campers, and was an
asset to the summer ministries program. On
a return trip from spending a weekend at
home Chris made a mistake. The mistake
put him in jail overnight and my assistant
had to bail him out.
Chris came to me heart-broken and
begged for forgiveness. Yes, his mistake
warranted that I end his summer employment. Because of his contrite and humble
spirit, I forgave Chris and allowed him to
continue working on summer staff. That
year Chris had an opportunity do student
missionary work as a youth pastor. Because
of that experience he eventually entered the
ministry full-time and is now an effective
worker for the Lord. What would have happened to Chris had he not been shown
mercy and forgiveness? What would have
happened had he not experienced the full
grace of Jesus as practiced by his youth pastor and employer?
The outrageous gift of grace as shown to
us by Jesus’ great sacrifice is not to be
hoarded but is to be extended in our relationships with our youth. Scripture is full of
stories of how Jesus extended grace. One of
the most prominent ones is the story found
in Matthew 18:23-25 about the parable of a
servant who was forgiven a great debt by a
king. Because God’s mercy has been great
toward us, our mercy can be great toward
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“The outrageous
gift of grace as
shown to us
by Jesus’ great
sacrifice is not to
be hoarded but is
to be extended in
our relationships
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with our youth.”
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our young people in the Atlantic Union.
How can we show God’s mercy and practice grace to our youth? We extend grace to
our youth when we say we are sorry if a
mistake has been made. This mistake could
be in our personal relationship or an action
a church takes against a young person.
When we say we are sorry it is a sign of a
strong character.
Teaching the importance of forgiveness is
invaluable. Forgiving Chris enabled him to
go on with his life knowing that he was forgiven by me but more importantly by Jesus
Christ. And then when we forgive our
youth, drop it right there. Past wrongs by
our youth do not need to be resurrected.
Let us make sure all of our youth are
involved in active youth groups with leaders
who truly desire to disciple the young people and see them live for Jesus. And let us
have a church where its members practice
what they preach.
When we show grace to our youth we
offer what God wants to give them for the
rest of their lives — one chance after another to keep growing closer to Him in spite of
their mistakes. I challenge all our churches
in the Atlantic Union to be grace-filled
churches so that our youth can experience
that grace in their lives.
Bill Wood is the Atlantic Union Conference
Youth and Pathfinder Ministries director.
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Gilbert Vega Elected President of
Southern New England Conference
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EDITORIAL: Grace-filled Churches

Gilbert Vega, a graduate of Atlantic Union
College (‘81) in South Lancaster,
Massachusetts, is the new president of the
Southern New England Conference. He
accepted the invitation of the Southern New
England Conference Executive Committee,
at its January 26, 2003 meeting, to take on
the responsibility of guiding the members of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church in the
states of Connecticut, Massachusetts, and
Rhode Island.
Vega moves into the presidency after serving as the executive secretary of
the conference and coordinator for Hispanic Ministries. He fills the vacancy
left by Hal Thomsen who was recently called to the Silver Spring, Maryland
area to serve as assistant to the president for the North American Division of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Vega was born in Puerto Rico and grew up in Hartford, Connecticut. While
at Atlantic Union College he completed his undergraduate degrees in theology and history. He also earned a master’s degree in history from Loma Linda
University in Loma Linda, California, and a master’s degree in ministry from
Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan.
His ministry began in the Central California Conference in 1984 and he
was ordained to pastoral ministry in 1988. His ministry continued in the
Arizona Conference from 1990 to 2000 where he was pastor and Hispanic
Ministries coordinator.
Vega and his wife, Elba, a teacher and graduate of Atlantic Union College
(‘80), have four children: three daughters, Michelle, Melissa, and Melinda;
and a son, Milton.
Vega will provide leadership in the Southern New England territory for
the approximately 12,175 members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
who worship in 97 churches and 11 companies, and the students and staff
of 13 elementary schools and two academies.
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On behalf of the church members, administrators, and employees of the Atlantic Union
Conference we pray for God’s guidance for Gilbert Vega and his family as he takes on the
challenges of this new assignment.
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ABOUT THE COVER: Operation Jericho is in

full swing at the Rockaway Seventh-day Adventist Company
in Bermuda. In this issue is the story of how it started, what
the members are doing, and what they hope to accomplish.
The photo on the cover of Hamilton Harbor in Bermuda
with East Broadway, Hamilton, in the background was taken
by Edwin Smith a member of the Southampton Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

ASi: For information about ASi contact your local
conference ASi director or visit the ASi web page
at www.atlantic-union.org/asi.htm.
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W

What’s in a Name?

By Kermit Netteburg

4

hat do you know about the name of your
Take a look at your church signs, newsletters,
church? How was it chosen? How is it
bulletins, business cards, stationary, websites,
spelled? How is it pronounced?
or any other material with the name of the
The Seventh-day Adventist Church adopted its
church printed on it. Do they accurately
reflect the official name or abbreviation of the
name in 1863. There were barely 3,500 believers
Seventh-day Adventist Church?
then, and they debated about a lot of names. The
believers chose a name that identified our central
APPROPRIATE
NOT APPROPRIATE
beliefs: the seventh day is the Sabbath and Jesus
Seventh-day
Seventh-Day
is coming back soon.
Seventh Day
Today the name is still the same, because we still
SEVENTH-DAY
SEVENTH DAY
believe in the seventh-day Sabbath and we’re still
IN ITS ABBREVIATED FORM
sure that Jesus is coming back to take us home and
APPROPRIATE
NOT APPROPRIATE
it won’t be long. But people make some mistakes
Adventist
SDA/S.D.A.
in using the name of our church. Some people
misspell the name. It’s Seventh-day Adventist, with
a hyphen between the two words “seventh” and “day” and a lower case “d” on the word “day.”
Some people use an inappropriate abbreviation. The only appropriate abbreviation is the single word “Adventist.” The initials “SDA” are not an appropriate abbreviation of the church’s
name, because they are easily misunderstood.
Some people mispronounce the word “Adventist.” The correct pronunciation has the emphasis
on the first syllable “AD-vent-ist.”
In 1996, the Adventist Church adopted a graphic symbol and logo for the first time in history. It
has been adopted widely by local churches, Adventist institutions, and many church publications.
The church logo has two parts. The first is a graphic symbol that includes the Bible, three angels,
the world, and the cross of Christ in the center. The second is the name “Seventh-day Adventist
Church.” Both parts are needed in order to represent the church logo.
Some people thought the church had as a previous logo a symbol of a world or a symbol of
three angels, or both. Those symbols had been quite common in use, but they were never
adopted as a formal church logo.
Church entities that want to use the logo should get a copy of the Adventist Church Logo
Kit, available from their conference office or from AdventSource in Lincoln, Nebraska.
Kermit Netteburg is assistant to the president of the North American Division of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. He has special responsibilities for church communication.
Reprinted from the special “WELCOME TO THE FAMILY” magazine, page 5.
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH LOGO

The lines at top of the design suggest a continued upward
momentum symbolizing the resurrection and ascention to heaven
at Christ’s second coming, the ultimate focus of our faith.

The Open Bible
The Bible forms the base of
the design and represents the
biblical foundation of our
beliefs. It is protrayed in a fully
opened position suggesitng a
full acceptance of God’s word.

The Flame
This shape is formed by 3 lines
encircling an implied sphere. The
lines represent the three angels of
Revelation 14 circling the globe
and our commission to take the
gospel to the entire world. The
overall shape forms a flame symbolic of the Holy Spirit.

The Cross The symbol of the cross,
representing the gospel of salvation, is
positioned in the center of the design to
emphasize Christ’s sacrifice, which is the
central theme of our faith.

Church Websites:

Real Estate
with a

MISSION

any Seventh-day Adventist churches have staked their claim on
the Internet frontier. But a dynamic web presence involves
much more than having a URL (Uniform Resource Locator)
and a homepage.
If your church has a website is it a positive or negative thing? It can be
a positive thing if it loads quickly, has well-written content, lists your
services and location, staff, and other assets. But research shows it’s a negative if it takes forever to load, is difficult to navigate, fails to list expected
information and is out of date. You’d be better off pulling the plug!
Beginning January 1, 2003, in an effort to encourage web excellence
among North American Seventh-day Adventist churches, the North
American Division Office of Communication and PlusLine will recognize twelve churches with outstanding websites. Each month a website
will be designated as the “Outstanding Website of the Month” and will
receive special recognition. At the end of the year, a finalist will be
selected from the twelve church sites.
The goal is to encourage local churches with websites to give careful
thought to their Internet presence and witness. As more people turn to
the Internet for information, churches have a golden opportunity to
create positive “first impressions.”
If you have joined the Internet fray, you should be as concerned about
your virtual “real estate” as you are about your church grounds and physical plant. You never know when someone may walk through your “door.”

M

Evaluation Criteria
1) When clicked on does the site appear in a timely fashion (ten
seconds or less)?
2) Is the home page understandable (navigation)?
3) Does each page include top and bottom navigation links (or sidebar)?
4) Does the site truly feature the local church?
5) Is the content up-to-date?
6) Is contact information available (church address, phone number,
e-mail address)?
7) Are meeting and worship times clearly posted?
8) Do the colors and overall design compliment each other?
9) Does the site include an evangelism component?
10) Is the content easy to read (grammar usage, punctuation, spelling)?
To submit a church website for an eChurch Award, view a list of the
2003 monthly winners, or for more ideas on how to enhance your web
presence visit: www.plusline.org/websites/submit.htm.
Kermit Netteburg, is vice president for communication for the North
American Division, and Rich DuBose, is director of PlusLine.Org.
Atlantic Union GLEANER, March 2003
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A t l a n t i c U n i o n C o n f e r e n c e Yo u t h C o n g r e s s 2 0 0 3

April 9-12, 2003
Holiday Inn Turf Hotel
205 Wolf Road, Albany, New York
Cost: $250 per person, four to a room.
Chaperones: Each room must have an adult chaperone. Female chaperones must be 21 or
older, Male chaperones must be 25 or older. All chaperones must be delegates.
Being Single — Robert Sierra – Youth Pastor

Speakers
Wednesday
Keynote Address
Jose Rojas
North American Division
Thursday
General Session A.M.
Pete Maldinado
Probation Officer
General Session P.M.
Byard Parks
Adventist Frontier Missions
Friday
General Session A.M.
Donnett Blake
Northeastern Conference

Reclaiming Wounded Youth — Dr. Barry Gane

Community Involvement by Youth — Sung Kwon

The Temperature of Adventure — Byard Parks

Could Jesus be Adventist? — Ron Edmonds

Too Legit to Quit Maintaining Your Integrity as a
Youth — Larry Yeagley

Courtship, Dating, & Sex — Willie and Elaine Oliver
Creative Bible Study — Rick Trott
Diversity Awareness for a Growing Youth Church
— Colette Pekar
Drama as Ministry — Mike Faison
Each One Reach One — Dr. Walt Rose
Gang Bangers!!! — Elder James Black
Health Nuts and Heaven! — Rick and Gwen
Shorter
How Can I Afford a Christian Education? —
Haroldo Barcelo

Total Employment (Global Mission) — Marti
Schneider
Traveling the Information Highway — Dave
Spence
Why Christian Education? — Dwight Carnegie
Why Don’t We Dance? — Mario Augustave
Youth and the Law — Jeff Hunt
Youth & Music — Rick Silverstri
Youth Evangelism — Sergio Torres
Youth Ministry Tools for the 21st Century — Ron
Whitehead

General Session P.M.
Israel-Jean Leon
Northeastern Conference

How Do I Spend My Money? — Ed Reid
How to Be a Successful Youth/Dress for Success
— Lois King

Friday Afternoon

Saturday
Sabbath Worship
James Black
Youth Director – North American Division

How to Deal With Loss and Grief — Javier Alcon

Exciting Sabbath School

How to Do Youth Church — Rob Colon

The Albany Project — Gospel in Work Boots
Planned by Sabado Joven

How to Do a Youth-Led Evangelistic Series —
Justin McNeilus

Saturday Afternoon

How to Get Along with Your Parents — Bob
Saunders

Atlantic Union College Extravaganza — Drama
Group, International Choir

Special Guest Music Artist

How to Make Your Honeymoon Last Forever —
Daniel and Tirsa Gonzales

Saturday Night

Patty Cabrera
Saturday P.M.

Prayer Group Ministry — Northern New England
Conference

Special Feature

Making Religion Real — Paul Graham

“Holla Back” Chatroom — Chat with your friends
about what is happening at youth congress

Closing Session
Alfredo Garcia–Marenko
Senior Youth Director – General Conference

Workshops and Presenters

Mega Ministries — Tim Bailey

Are You Hooked? — Pastor James Clarke

Mind Your Manners — Ednor Davison

CPR — A Christian Comedy Group

All reservations must be made through the Atlantic Union Conference Youth Department.
The Holiday Inn will not be taking reservations for the Youth Congress.

&

YOUTHRelationships
How Can I Make the Friendship Work!

☞ Communicate with a purpose in mind — to understand
and to be understood.

I have been friends with a young lady for about three years
and she has been repeatedly hurting me, but then she
says she is sorry. I forgive her all the time because I feel
she is really sorry. The last incident we had, I forgave her
but ended the friendship. Was I wrong? How can I make the
friendship work?
Ralph

☞ Speak for yourself. Clearly express your own feelings
and thoughts to each other. Not what you think the
other person is thinking or feeling.

Dear Ralph:
When it comes to other people, you cannot make them do
what you want them to do. It is all about choices. Well,
since there are many missing pieces of information here,
let’s get to work and ponder the following questions:
1) What kind of friendship is this? Casual or growing
towards a forsaking-all and clinging-to-thee-only type
of relationship?
2) Are the repeated hurts the same incident that comes
up time after time or are they new incidents?
3) When she says she is sorry, does she promise not to
hurt you again?
4) Is your forgiveness based on the “I’m sorry” or on the
“I’m sorry, I will be careful not to let this happen again?”
5) Why do you feel that she is really sorry?
6) Could it be that you are sensitive and are offended
and/or hurt by even something minor?
7) Have you both spent some time together communicating your feelings?
Good communication is the key that opens the door to a
healthy, happy, and more stable friendship. It is the art of
sending and receiving clear messages.
I see communication as a huge umbrella that covers
and affects all that goes on between human beings.
Once a human being has arrived on this earth, communication is the largest single factor determining
what kinds of relationships he/she makes with others
and what happens to him/her in the world about
him/her.—Virginia Satir
If you both really care about the relationship, here are
some tools to make communication better between you
and your friend.

☞ Understand that other people’s perceptions and feelings might be different from yours. You will never always
see everything the same way.
☞ Really listen. Not only to what is being said verbally,
through words and tone of voice but also to the nonverbal body messages which will frequently give you
clues as to how the other person is feeling. Listen to
the total message being sent.
Let me refer you to Jesus, the greatest communicator,
the originator of communication, The one who can teach
us and guide us into all truth. Talk to Him frequently, tell
Him that you are concerned about this situation. He who
sees into the hearts of both you and your friend will guide
you in making the right decision. When you have done this
you will know that you have made the right decision and
done the best thing. God bless you.
Lois King is a family life educator.

&

The “YouthRelationships” column will discuss aspects of
our youth and their relationships that will help them in
their spiritual growth and development. If you have
questions you would like answered in this column please
refer them to the Atlantic Union Conference GLEANER
Office. We hope our youth of all ages will find this column useful.
These are questions being posed by the youth, therefore,
it is also our hope that those who are involved in training
youth will utilize the material printed in this column as a
“springboard” for discussion in their youth groups.
Atlantic Union Conference
PO Box 1189
So. Lancaster, MA 01561
Phone: (978) 368-8333
Fax: (978) 368-7948
E-mail: 74617.3625@compuserve.com
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COVER STORY
by Sonia Pearman

Operation Jericho
the inaugural service was held in the
facilities of the Southampton PreSchool—the facility they will be using
until a more suitable building is
found.
They began with Sabbath school
and divine service and many individuals led out in various aspects of the
program. Samuel Bulgin, president of
the Bermuda Conference presented a
message based on Joshua 3:5–10 entitled, “Going Where No Man Has Gone
Before.” Bulgin noted that, “God wants
to use the nucleus for something great
in this community and He honors radical risk-taking faith.” He challenged
the congregation of approximately 120
persons to “stay with the vision
despite obstacles that may present
themselves” and also reminded them
that “God’s law must permeate everything [they] do in order for [the] mission to be successful.”

Hamilton Haror, Bermuda, with White’s Island in the foreground and part of Hamilton in the background.

ust imagine what it would be
like to be a member of a church
that has no Junior Adventist
Youth (JAY), Adventist Youth Society
(AYS), Pathfinders, social events, or
prayer meeting but whose total focus
is given to evangelistic outreach. Hard
to imagine? Well, there is such a
church on the island of Bermuda and
their program is called Operation
Jericho. Actually, they are not officially
a church yet. They are a new company
with a mission to give individuals in

J
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every home in their target area the
opportunity to accept Christ. Their
mission is not unusual—it’s actually
the mission of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. It is how they are
going about accomplishing the mission
that makes them unusual.
The Beginning
Operation Jericho began on the first
Sabbath of 2003 when the Rockaway
Seventh-day Adventist Company was
formed. Excitement was in the air as

The Idea and Purpose
The idea for this new church, in the
area about half-way between the
Southampton and Somerset churches
in Bermuda was spearheaded by
Donnieval Walker, pastor of the
Southampton church, David Pearman,
the head elder, and members of the
Southampton Adventist Choral
Ensemble.
The sole purpose of the church is for
outreach and, as Pearman puts it, “We
want to give each person in [the] area
an opportunity to either accept or reject
the Lord as their Savior. Every member
is on the Personal Ministries committee
and is expected to participate in the outreach program.” Every baby, child,
youth, and adult who is a part of the
group has that single focus.

COVER STORY
who have intimated they would like
no responsibility but just to fellowship
have been told that “this is not that
type of party” and are encouraged to
fellowship elsewhere.
On the Sabbath afternoon of their
inaugural service the group reassembled
and Pastor Walker outlined the strategy
that would be taken by the group to
reach the community.

The Operation Jericho group shares with one another after returning from visiting the neighborhood.

The charter members for Operation
Jericho come from a number of other
Adventist churches on the island with
the majority from the Southampton

Seventh-day Adventist Church. Every
member who has joined the fellowship has to agree to be an active participant in Operation Jericho. Those

How Operation Jericho Works
On Sabbath mornings the members
meet to have Sabbath school and
divine service that is designed to
encourage and motivate them for the
afternoon outreach. For lunch, food is
prepared for the entire congregation to
eat together. After lunch the entire
church, which is split into six teams,
prepares through prayer and final
instructions and then they head out to
their assigned areas for that day. At the
designated time, all teams reassemble
to share experiences and pray again for
the day’s effort.
One of the groups from the Rockaway company spends
time praying for the residents in the neighborhoods.

Did You Know?
Bermuda is a sub-tropical island located about 700 miles
east of Cape Hatteras, North Carolina.
It is a highly developed British overseas territory with a
stable democracy and modern economy.
Although there are approximately 138 islands in total,
the mainland of Bermuda is comprised of the seven
largest islands linked by bridges and covers an area of
about 21 square miles. The widest point is approximately
one mile wide.
The Gulf Stream which flows between Bermuda and the
North American continent provides the island with winters
averaging around 65 degrees and summers about 85
degrees.
Over the past 400 years the island has developed a unique
culture from African, British, Portuguese, Native American
and West Indian strains.
The Progressive Labour Party is the governing party under
the leadership of the Honorable Jennifer M. Smith, JP,
DHumL, MP, the island’s first elected female Premier.
Atlantic Union GLEANER, March 2003
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“Foot Prints of Hope” is the current course of study for students from the community attending the
Rockway Company Bible Institute facilitated by David Pearman.

The Sabbath before they knock on
any doors or make any personal contacts each team does a prayer walk
through their assigned area. At that time
they walk through the territory to assess
the layout of the area and pray for each
home individually. They ask God to
send his Holy Spirit behind the walls of
the home and to care for their needs.
They pray “Lord, we don’t know if there
are health, financial, relational, or other
issues affecting this home. We ask that
you may heal them and prepare them to
receive us next Sabbath.”
When they arrive the following week,
as people answer the knocks on their
doors, they are informed that Rockaway
is a new fellowship in their community
Members of Rockaway church worship together during divine
service in preparation for their afternoon outreach program.

Pastor Donnieval Walker greets some of the teens of the Rockaway Company.

there to serve them. In addition to visitation and literature distribution, a
needs assessment survey will be completed to gather information on some of
the issues that affect them as a community, family, and personally. They are
also asked how, from their perspective,
the church can be of help to them.
Rockaway members will make themselves available to point individuals or
families to relevant sources of assistance,
including Bible studies.
The Bible Institute
Instead of the typical Prayer Meeting
Service, a Bible Institute is conducted
on Wednesday evenings. The program is
specifically for the community’s Bible

enthusiasts who would like to learn
more about the Bible. After each lesson
plan is completed the student can move
to the next level of course work. Thirtythree students were in attendance at the
first session.
The Anticipated Result
The combined prayer of the members of
the Rockaway Seventh-day Adventist
Company is that God will break down
barriers and prepare the hearts of those
in the target community so that they
will respond positively to His Spirit.
Sonia Pearman is on the communication
staff of the Rockaway Seventh-day Adventist
Company. Photos by Edwin Smith.

Adventism Making an Impact
Based on the latest census results released late 2002, the population of Bermuda is just over 62,059.
Seventh-day Adventists represent 7% of the population, numbering
4,042. They are the fourth largest religious group on the island.
More specifically, the target area for the Rockaway Company
has a population of 3,630, representing persons of all the major
faiths including Anglican, Roman Catholic, African Methodist
Episcopal, Pentecostal, Methodist, Salvation Army, and Baptist.
The Seventh-day Adventist Church in Bermuda is one of only
four of the major religious groups that has seen a rise in membership since the last census, coming in second behind the
Pentecostal’s 11% with an increase of 10%.

10
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God’s Promise to a Leader
The Bermuda Conference 2003
Officers Training Workshop was held
at the Hamilton church before an
audience of more than one hundred
and twenty-five persons. The annual
program featured all of the departments of the church and conference
with the intent to educate and
update them regarding the expectations of the departmental leaders
in the conference.
Spiritual food was provided by
Samuel Bulgin, conference president,
who shared from the book of Joshua
using the theme, “God’s Promise to
a Leader.” In his message he emphasized that when God calls them to
leadership, He makes Himself responsible for their success. Leadership is
rooted in the word of God and with
every duty comes the power to do it.
He went on to share with them that
God pledges His time and His power
to them for a completed task and He
also provides the courage to help
them accomplish it. Bulgin also
reminded them of the fact that
heroes—like Moses—pass away, but
the God who makes heroes will
always be there.
According to Bulgin, Joshua’s
response is to be the officer’s
response. Joshua responded with diligence and promptness. He closed
with the following quotation,
“Courageous, resolute, and persevering, prompt, incorruptible, unmindful of selfish interests in his care for
those committed to his charge, and,
above all, inspired by a living faith in
God—such was the character of the
man divinely chosen to conduct the
armies of Israel in their entrance

Some of the areas highlighted at
the workshop included:
• Footprints of Hope 2003
evangelistic outreach
• The joint venture of the
Community Services and Health
Ministries departments regarding the purchase of a new health
ministries van in conjunction
with Footprints of Hope 2003
• The ABC as a resource center for
the newly baptized, those about
to be baptized, and those who
need personal growth—pastors
and members
• Cooking schools, health lectures, and the Newspaper Bible
School in preparation for
Footprints of Hope 2003
In addition to receiving encouragement from the word of God and participating in individual group sessions
for the various departments, the officers were blessed with a variety of
musical presentations rendered by
Pastor Dwayne Wilson, Ashley Smith,
Camelisha Tucker, and Katherina
Gibbons. Sydney Gibbons, executive
secretary for the conference, led the
group in a special prayer of dedication for their service and commitment
during the remainder of the year.
D. Randolph Wilson, correspondent BDA

Queen Honors One of
Devonshire’s Members
Milton Richardson, founder of De
Boys Day Out Club, former winner of
the Black Christian Forum
Community Award, and member of
the Devonshire Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Devonshire, Bermuda, has

been elected to receive the Queen’s
Certificate and Badge of Honor for his
community service. This special honor
is being awarded as a result of the
launching of De Boys Day Out Club
for young males between the ages of
seven and eighteen years. The Club’s
main focus is dedicated to the emotional and social development of each
member and is specifically geared to
teaching respect, responsibility, and
accountability.
“It was quite by accident that the
club came into existence,” says
Milton. While teaching at Dellwood
Primary School in Pembroke,
Bermuda, he noticed his inability to
relate to the boys as well as he
needed to, so he used an outing as
a remedy to this problem. Much to
his surprise, the boys enjoyed the
hike through Tom Moore’s Jungle.
They have continued to meet and
now there are about thirty young
men in the group.
In addition to feeding the homeless, visiting the elderly, scuba diving,
hiking, and other activities,
Richardson is very concerned with
their spiritual development. Many
Sabbaths he drives to church with his
van filled with a number of the members. God has provided him with the
gift and the vehicle to nurture these
young men and he needs your
prayers as he continues this ministry
and shares Christ with others.

BERMUDA

Samuel Bulgin, president of Bermuda Conference, presented
a message entitled, “God’s Promise to a Leader,” at the
2003 Officers Training Workshop.

upon the Promised Land. During the
sojourn in the wilderness he had
acted as prime minister to Moses
and, by his quiet, unpretending
fidelity, his steadfastness when others
wavered, his firmness to maintain
the truth in the midst of danger, he
had given evidence of his fitness to
succeed Moses, even before he was
called to the position by the voice
of God”—PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS,
pp. 481, 482.

Laureen C. Bassett, communication director
Devonshire church

60th Anniversary Celebration
1943 – 2003

“A Legacy of
Excellence”
Bermuda Institute
Alumni Weekend

May 15-18, 2003
For more information contact
Frigga Simmons, director of development for Bermuda Institute
Phone: (441) 238-1566
Fax: (441) 238-1309
E-mail: bidevelopment@ibl.bm
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Atlantic Union College’s
New Website is Complete!
In December 2002 Atlantic Union College (AUC) finalized its restructuring of a newly designed web site.
Having worked diligently for eight months, the day
finally arrived for the first test of the new design and
expanded outline. Although the launch was only advertised internally, the feedback from both college and
broader community members was immediate.
“We love the new design.”
“I found my way around the site so easily.”

ATLANTIC UNION COLLEGE

“I love all of the online features like the quote
of the day and weather!”

12

“Thanks for making AUC look so good,
it makes me proud again!”
“Everything is so current and so clear.”

We are receiving visitors from around the globe to the
new site. With our new tracking software we can see statistics of how many people visit the site, what time of day
they visit, which links they connect to, where they come
from, and all kinds of information that will help the college utilize the site to attract new students and inform current students, alumni, and friends of AUC happenings. If
you haven’t already, stop by for a visit: http://www.atlantic
uc.edu, and let us hear from you at webmaster@atlanticuc
.edu. Thanks to the design team, Siegwart Mayr of the
AUC Computer Science Department and students Stefan
Reid and Fernando de Jesus for creating such a wonderful
site to represent the college in cyberspace.
Linda Gay ’00, associate director for advancement
Atlantic Union College

Atlantic Union College Cultural Events Calendar
Winter/Spring 2003
Saturday, March 1, 2003, 8:00 p.m.
Atlantic Union Conference Music Clinic
Sunday, March 30, 2003, 7:30 p.m., Red Room
Thayer Performing Arts Center
438 Main Street
South Lancaster, MA 01561
Red Room Guest Artist Series presents: Beatrice Reibel, Cello
Saturday, April 5, 2003, 8:00 p.m.
AUC Spring Concert, Music Department Choirs
and Chamber Orchestra
Monday, April 14, 2003, 7:30 p.m., Red Room
Thayer Performing Arts Center
438 Main Street
South Lancaster, MA 01561
Red Room Guest Artist Series presents: Carla Trynchuk, Violin
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Saturday, April 19, 2003, 6:00 p.m.
“Were You There?” a Dramatic Musical Performance created by Artistic Director Francisco de Araujo, based on the
Easter Story and featuring Pro Arts International Choir and
Special Guests.
Sunday, April 27, 2003, 7:00 p.m.
Atlantic Wind Symphony
Wednesday, April 30, 2003, 8:00 p.m. Red Room
Thayer Performing Arts Center
438 Main Street
South Lancaster, MA 01561
AUC Music Major Recital
Saturday, May 3, 2003, 8:00 p.m.
AUC Chamber Orchestra Concert
All events, except where noted, will be held at Machlan
Auditorium, 338 Main Street, South Lancaster, MA 01561.
For additional information on any of these events,
call (978) 368-2100, e-mail: music@atlanticuc.edu
or visit www.thayerarts.org.
For all other event information visit www.atlanticuc.edu.

A Profile of Kion Simmons ’04

ATLANTIC UNION COLLEGE

Atlantic Union College Nurtures One
Student’s Voice and Spirituality

piece, Stand by Donnie
tlantic Union
McKurklin.
College (AUC) has a
During his time on cambudding celebrity in
pus he has found many
its midst. A junior this year
mentors to nurture his
who is majoring in music
Christian walk, as well as his
performance and voice,
voice. He contributes much
Kion Simmons. Kion came
of his success to the guidto AUC from Bermuda
ance of Dr. Erick Parris,
where he began his musical
chair of the music departcareer at the age of seven.
ment and Ru-Zelda Severin
Originally singing only in
was his voice teacher until
church, by fifteen he was
recently. He credits Parris for
opening for acts like
offering him guidance in the
George Howard, the jazz
areas of preparation for a
musician, Sounds of
performance and building a
Blackness, a gospel group,
Kion Simmons (back row left) with some of the members of the Chamber Singers in
presence in front of an audiand Kirk Franklin and the
concert at L’Eglise Adventiste de Neuilly in Paris last summer.
ence. Kion has traveled all over
Family. Although his signature
the region representing Atlantic Union College and the audistyle evokes a gospel sound with a touch of R & B, his
ence response to him personally is a credit to the college and
repertoire has grown to include classical pieces and Negro
the talent, leadership, and faith that are fostered there.
Spirituals and he is eager to explore other styles as he
develops his voice further. Kion has performed at the
Apollo Theater in Harlem, New York, and has brought
Linda Gay (’00), associate director for Advancement
Atlantic Union College
down many houses around the region with his favorite

A

Prayer Request Line
Added at AUC!

I

t has been brought to the attention of individuals
at the college that friends and family members of
the Atlantic Union College community would
appreciate having their loved ones remembered by
others in prayer. In response to those requests we have
begun a Prayer Request Line and also added such
requests to the HEAR YE! publication that circulates on
campus each week.
Our hope is that any of the community of friends and
family whose lives are touched with pain or sadness,
worry or fear regarding a loved one will call the request
line and broaden the circle of prayer that will touch
their lives and those they love.
Call (978) 368-2248 and leave a message for the
HEAR YE! editor.

Alumni Weekend Ahead!
Make plans now to join your fellow
classmates at Alumni Weekend.
April 18, 19 and 20, 2003!
Look for the FIAT LUX in the mail or go
to www.atlanticuc.edu for information
regarding weekend activities.
Hope to see you there!
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Joining the Family of God
The Middletown Seventh-day Adventist Church
recently baptized a number of individuals from
Pastor Charles Possenreide’s fall evangelistic meetings. Leonard Thomas, his wife, sister, daughter and
nephew were baptized in December 2002.
Leonard is a native of Jamaica, West Indies.
During his youth he drifted away from the Adventist
church. After relocating to Middletown, New York,
a few years ago, he began attending church and
decided it was time to reaffirm his connection with
Adventism.
At the conclusion of the fall meetings in
November 2, 2002, Mario Castillo and Vernon
Hutton became members of the Middletown church
by baptism.
Currently, Lionel Jean-Jacques is conducting a
baptismal class with ten young people. Their baptism will take place in the spring.

Pictured from left to right: Mary Davis; Andrea Wells; her son Timothy; Leonard
Thomas and his wife, Patricia.

Richard Mills, communication leader
Middletown church

GREATER NEW YORK

Pastor Charles Possenreide preparing to baptize Leonard Thomas.

Celebration of Thanksgiving

The Dunamis church has come this
far by faith. During 2002 the Lord
blessed them immensely and they
were able to baptize forty-seven
precious souls through an evangelistic series, place carpet and pews in
the sanctuary, and be near completion of the edifice. To thank the
Lord for the wonderful things He
gave them throughout the year,
they had a four-week Celebration of
Thanksgiving. Each week focused
on a different dedication.
The celebration began with the
church anniversary service on
September 21. The sanctuary was
filled with many who enjoyed a
touching message presented by
Pastor Canute Birch. An international social was held in the evening
and each country was well represented by delicacies and games.
The day was truly spirit-filled and
climaxed with social enrichment
and enjoyment.
On the September 28 the church
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celebrated the inauguration of the
sanctuary. The speaker for the day
was Linford Martin, stewardship
director for the Greater New York
Conference. He delivered a powerful appeal to every man, woman,
and child to cast everything aside
that hindered them from following
Christ. In heeding the call to preach
the gospel and provide for the
poor, the Community Services
department sponsored a dinner for
residents of the community the following day.
The third week of celebration was
Youth Empowerment Emphasis Day.
The Sabbath school program was
provided by the East New York
church. They presented a dynamic
skit which portrayed the marriage
of the church and Christ. The
speaker was Pastor Trevor Stewart.
His message encouraged the youth
to give praise only to God. A youth
social followed at sunset.
The final week of the celebration
was capped off with high spiritual
fulfillment of the spoken word by

Clifford C. Jones, associate professor
at Andrews University in Berrien
Springs, Michigan. The message
touched the hearts and minds of all
who heard it. Jones also conducted
vespers. Everyone was well fed with
the knowledge of Christ and His
mighty works throughout the day.
Andre N. Joseph, communication secretary
Dunamis church

Father and Son
Won to Christ
The Jackson Heights Seventh-day
Adventist Church and School
rejoiced in the baptisms of two precious individuals—Julio Espinal and
his son, Richard.
Julio was introduced to the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in
the early 1970s by his mother.
Though he eventually lost contact
with the church, he never lost his
faith in God. Years later, as a parent,
he found himself desiring a richer
life for his children. And so it was
that Richard and his older brother

Helene Mattenson, principal
Jackson Heights church school

Working Together for the
Cause of Winning Souls
Everyday teachers get an opportunity to touch the lives of their students
in remarkable ways. The teachers at
the Brooklyn Seventh-day Adventist
School are no exception. Recently,
they were given the opportunity, at
the final hour, to bond together and
allow God to use them in presenting
to their students solid messages for

life. One hour before the Fall Weekof-Prayer was scheduled to begin, a
message was retrieved from my
mailbox indicating that the special
speaker would not be able to attend
due to an emergency and he was
unable to find someone to replace
him. With much anxiety I presented
the problem to the staff who had
assembled for staff worship. We discussed and prayed about this and
decided that we would go ahead
with the program as planned. The
theme we selected was “Choices.” I
took up the challenge, as the principal, and did the first presentation. I
encouraged the students to be
“instruments of righteousness rather
than ornaments of emptiness.” The
story of Lot was used to remind
them that bad choices have bad
consequences.
Sonia Barrett, the assistant principal used the story of Adam and Eve
to present “the power of choice as
the greatest power.” She pointed
out that the action of Adam and
Eve caused shame, blame, struggle,
and death. Her presentation was
prefaced by a dramatization of the
story of Adam and Eve by her fifth

and sixth grade classes.
“Living a Pig’s Life” was the topic
of the Grades 3 and 4 teacher,
Clotil Edmeade. She used the story
of the Prodigal Son to encourage
the boys and girls to make the right
choices. She emphasized the important truth that if they wanted to be
somebody they must be connected
to Jesus Christ.
Monica Grant, the Grades 1 and
2 teacher, used the story of the
three Hebrew boys to show how
“crisis reveals the character.” She
encouraged the students to choose
to let God be the Lord of their lives.
“God Will Honor Us If We Honor
Him” was Delrose Patterson’s presentation. Her seventh and eighth grade
students dramatized the story of
Esther. She reminded us all to do the
right thing and serve the Lord or do
the wrong thing and serve the devil.
The Brooklyn Seventh-day
Adventist School is blessed with
dedicated Christian teachers who
are committed to working together
for the cause of winning souls for
God’s kingdom.

GREATER NEW YORK

began attending the Pathfinder
Club of the Jackson Heights church
in Queens, New York. Pathfinders
led to Sabbath school and church,
and in the fall of 1999 Julio enrolled
Richard in the seventh grade of the
Jackson Heights church school.
At the completion of a baptismal
class conducted by Associate Pastor
Robin Chamness, Richard gave his
life to the Lord. Watching his son’s
example was an inspiration to Julio
who began Bible study and was
baptized five months later.
Both father and son declare,
“Jesus Christ works wonders.”

Laura F. Mayne, principal
Brooklyn school

Twelve Individuals Baptized
Following a Health Seminar
Approximately thirty-five to forty people faithfully
attended the Health and Bible Evangelism Seminar
held on September 16-25, 2002 at the Queens
Korean Seventh-day Adventist Church.
For ten days the attendees joyfully and cheerfully
followed the directions of the speaker, Pastor Jason
Baek a prominent health seminar speaker from the
Los Angeles Korean Newstart church. Baek presented
health messages and information regarding NEWSTART and healthful living.
In the afternoon, they walked, ran, and took part in
health exercises in the beautiful nature of Kissena Park
in Flushing, Queens, New York. During the ten-day
period, the church deaconesses worked hard to provide meals for them three times a day.
As a result of the successful meeting, twelve individuals were baptized on September 24 and 25 by
Benjamin Soh, pastor of the church.
Benjamin Soh, pastor
Queens Korean church

Participants of the Health and Bible Evangelism Seminar from the Queens
Korean church.

Church elders, Young Chul Kim and III Chul Kim, and Pastors Benjamin Soh and Jason
Baek (starting from front left) are shown here with the baptized individuals: (front row
right) Y. K. Nam, S. Y. Min. Second row: J. S. Park, S. H. Chung, Y. S. Kim, Y. H. Jun,
Grace Chun, Mary Hur, G. J. Oh, M. J. Chang, H. R. Ham and S. B. Om.
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Following
the
Fisherman

EARNING
TO LEAD
A North American Division Adventist
Ministries Convention Report
ore than 700 constituents of the North American
Division (NAD) of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church convened in Monterey, California, on
January 12-16, 2003, for the Adventist Ministries
Convention. Themed “Following the Fisherman… Learning to
Lead,” the convention targeted ministry professionals who
work in local and union conference departments or ministries
as well as lay resource specialists and pastors assigned to lead
specialized ministries. It was designed to train them, provide
them with the latest ministry resources, and inspire them to
ministry excellence. “We represent different ministries such as
youth, singles, stewardship, health, women, etc.,” said Debra
Brill, vice president for the NAD and conference coordinator.
“And we’ve come to worship and learn together. We’ve come
to renew relationships with Jesus and with each other.”
During the convention, attendees participated in morning worships, daily information workshops, general sessions, advisories,
and leadership seminars tailored to community services, communication, family life, stewardship, youth as well as adult, children,
men, and prayer ministries. Keynote speakers for the convention
included DeForest B. Soaries Jr., senior pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Lincoln Gardens in Somerset, New Jersey; Leonard
Sweet, professor of evangelism for Drew University in Madison,
New Jersey; Noel Castellanos, president of the Latino Leadership
Foundation; Laurie Beth Jones, president of the Jones Group and
Jesus, CEO Foundation; and V. Bailey Gillespie, professor of religion at La Sierra University in La Sierra, California.
“I attended five different advisories and workshops and have
come away with a new perspective on the mission the Lord has
for my life,” said Lisa Gonzalez, secretary for the Family Life,
Communication and Personal Ministries departments in the
Greater New York Conference. “I can’t wait to go back and
share all of the free and exciting information I received.”
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Ednor A.P. Davison

M

G. Earl Knight, executive secretary for the Greater New York Conference, dialogues with Laurie
Beth Jones, author of the best-selling trilogy, JESUS CEO, JESUS IN BLUE JEANS, and THE PATH.

One of the areas of strong emphasis at the convention was
the importance of being clear about ones mission and recognizing that each person is a part of a bigger team that works well
when each person on the team is respected. Reference was
made often about following the example of the Fisherman—
Jesus—and learning to lead his people. According to Laurie
Beth Jones, everyone should have a mission statement—a one
sentence statement that is easy to be understood by a twelveyear-old child and can be recited from memory. Why? Because
once people are clear about their mission, they will never be
out of work and they will be more focused on where they are
going. G. Earl Knight, executive secretary for the Greater New
York Conference felt “the presentations brought freshness and
dynamic concepts from the various disciplines that can enhance

our ministry and exposure.”
More than 70 runners of all ages participated in Adventist
CONVENTION AWARDS:
Review’s first 5K Fun Run and Walk, held on January 12, the
opening day of the Convention. The course led them from the
At the North American Division Adventist Ministries Convention
Hyatt Regency down to Monterey Bay’s Fisherman’s Wharf and
six individuals from the Atlantic Union were presented with
Cannery Row. They were running and walking for fun and for
awards during the advisory meetings for their various services
or ministries.
prizes. In each age category monetary prizes were awarded for
first and second place finishes. In addition, each registered
ADVENTIST COMMUNITY SERVICES:
runner would receive a subscription to the REVIEW—one they
Fitzgerald Kerr, Northeastern Conference
could keep for themselves or give as a gift.
Bill Bremner, Greater New York Conference
It took less than 18 minutes (17:33) for the first runner, 18HEALTH:
year-old Brandon Speyer, in the 15-29 category, to emerge from
Leonard Gibbons, Bermuda Conference
the park and cross the finish line. A mere 19 seconds passed and
Carlyle Simmons, Atlantic Union
27-year-old Alexis Waddel crossed the line, winning the women’s
YOUTH MINISTRIES:
15-29 category. Eventually all runners and walkers finished the
Harry Sabnani, Northern New England Conference
race, the last participant coming in at 59:27.
Church members from nearby congregations, high school
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE FOR LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT IN YOUTH MINISTRY:
students from Monterey Bay Academy, students and faculty of
Bill Wood, Atlantic Union
Peninsula Adventist School and non-Adventist community
We thank them for their leadership and strong commitment to
members also participated in the race.
sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ and making a difference in
Walking through the convention exhibit hall with its 75
their respective fields.
booths representing various ministries of the church you could
sense the busyness and buzz of excitement everywhere. It was
definitely the place to find resources to take back home,
BELOW LEFT: Noel Castellanos, president of the Latino Leadership Foundation, used a spicy
exchange ideas, meet new people, and get reacquainted with
analogy during the Tuesday morning plenary session. to encourage church leaders to equip
old friends.
members for urban ministry. BELOW RIGHT: In his devotional, Roscoe Howard, North American
It was a rain-free week in Monterey,
Division secretary, told listeners, “If you’re too busy to pray, you’re too busy!”
California, with cold nights and comfortable days. The hotel staff was
most helpful and accommodating,
and the waiter staff served the vegetarian meals with style. The evenings
were free from meetings, which
allowed for networking with colleagues or catching up on e-mail and
office work, which everyone seemed
to appreciate. It was an intense week,
with a great deal of sitting and not
much walking, but everyone left
energized, and full of ideas on how to
improve their effectiveness in their
ministries. For that we’re grateful.
There were 75 booths to visit in the exhibition area.
This article is a compilation of information
gleaned from the daily convention reports
written by the following individuals: Ednor A.
P. Davison, assistant communication director
and editor for the Atlantic Union Conference;
George Johnson Jr., NAD communication,
Kimberly Luste Maran, assistant editor of the
ADVENTIST REVIEW, Celeste Ryan, director of
communication for the Columbia Union,
Reggie Johnson, Lake Union Conference communication intern; Ryan Teller, Mid-America
Union communication director, and Nadine
Dower, North Pacific Union GLEANER managing editor. Photos were taken by Dick Dower,
associate communication director for the
North Pacific Union and editor for the North
Pacific Union GLEANER. Logo taken from the
NAD Adventist Ministries Convention booklet.
Atlantic Union GLEANER, March 2003
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A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
Under the direction of Daniel Dockham, Union
Springs Academy students presented “A Festival of
Nine Lessons and Carols”on the third Sabbath in
December. The program flowed from biblical verses
into melodic harmony. Glendon Walter provided
the biblical narrative which provided an introduction to the nine lessons that illustrated the plan of
salvation from the entrance of sin to the great mystery of the Incarnation. Yvon Edison offered a simple children’s story leading the very young to a better understanding of the love God makes available
to us. The musical selections included dynamic presentations from the USA choir, band, and bell choir.
Parents, members, and visitors left the service with
notes dancing in their heads and Scripture unfolding in their minds.

The Union Springs Academy Choir.

Charé Gallimore, correspondent NYC

The musical selections included dynamic presentations.

Baptism and Service
Conducted at Groveland
Correctional Facility

NEW YORK

“Broken, Bruised, and Bloodied”
was the spirit-filled, innovative and
inspirational message about compassion, shared by Tim Bailey, pastor of the Union Springs District, at
a service in the Groveland
Correctional Facility on September
28, 2002.
Using an experience that
occurred in his life, Bailey proceeded to share the story of the Good
Samaritan. Involved in an automobile accident, Bailey found himself
with the engine pushed back into
him in the drivers compartment
trapping him in the twisted wreckage. He lay broken, bruised, and
bloodied. Bailey continued unfolding the story of Jericho and a traveler ambushed on that road who
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Judy Hodder, USA principal, talks with Steven Gallimore, New York Conference president.

was also found broken, bruised and
bloodied. A man, a Samaritan,
showed the meaning of true love
and compassion.
To those behind the walls of the
Groveland Correctional Facility the
Wayland Seventh-day Adventist
Church depicts the Good
Samaritan. Shown was the way to
revel in the midst of tribulation, a
way offering hope, encouragement, and love.
Following the service everyone
assembled around a baptismal tub,
as Pastor Bailey baptized Nicholas.
With praise, the service ended in
prayer with a longing in every heart
for the soon return of Christ.
William Graham, member
Wayland church

Quick Bread Mix and a Gift
Parkview Junior Academy parents

and friends were rather curious as
they gathered in the gym on
December 17 because they had
been asked to bring a quick bread
mix and a gift for a child with
them. Bread mixes and gifts were
stowed under chairs as the audience enjoyed a short traditional
program of readings, music, and
a manger scene.
Afterward, students joined their
families at three stations set up
around the gym. At one station,
families mixed their quick bread
and poured it in mini loaf pans.
A kitchen crew stuck around to
make sure all the bread was baked
and removed from the oven. At a
second station, presents were
wrapped and information tickets
filled out for community services. At
the third station, kids and parents
made ornaments to take home.
By the end of the evening there

Suzanne Hayford, principal
Parkview Junior Academy

New York Conference
Pathfinder Derby Day
The New York Conference Youth

The Union Springs Academy Choral Group, Les Chanteurs,
participated in the service.

Department, led by Pastor Dan
Whitlow, began the annual
Pathfinder Derby Day on the first
Sabbath in November with praises
to God. The Union Springs
Academy choral group, Les
Chanteurs, presented the introit,
entitled “At Thy Feet.” The
Pathfinders then entered into the
sanctuary, recited the Pathfinder
Pledge, Pledge of Allegiance, and
AY Pledge and Law. Rob Raney and
George Silver gave the welcome
and announcements, followed by
two beautifully performed additional selections from Les
Chanteurs. President Steven
Gallimore captivated the congregation with a Scripture-filled message
of encouragement, describing how
God can bless us against insurmountable odds. Derby Day ended
Saturday night with an energetic
group racing their recently
designed derbies.

Pathfinders participate in Derby Day.

NEW YORK

were 73 loaves of quick bread and
30 gifts ready to be distributed by
the community service departments
of the Westvale, Mt. Carmel,
Syracuse Hispanic, and Onondaga
Nation churches.

Charé Gallimore, correspondent USA

USA — It’s a family thing!
Since 1921 family has been a big part of what makes
Union Springs Academy, Union Springs Academy.
Today is no different. As a matter of fact, we love the
fact that the students and staff are one big family.
Yes, we have our differing opinions, but what family
doesn’t?
I can remember as a student back in the early 80s
the girls dorm, Sunset Hall, had a motto on the wall.
Simply put, it said, “We are Family!”
Each year at graduation time we take a few
moments to recognize the graduates that are either
second or third generation graduates. It is not
uncommon to have between six and eight students
who fit this bill. That may not seem like a lot, but
considering the size of the class, it may be as much
as 40 percent.
This year we have several sets of brothers and sisters on our campus. There are Tim and Anita, Sarah
and Azalea, Alfred and Shida, Shawn and Kristina,
Kelly and Alexandria, Jenny and Kristie, and Nathan
and Matt, and Danae and Ashley. There are two
more sets of siblings at USA—Maria and Theresa,
and Jarred and Jasson. What makes these two sets so
different from the rest? They will be four year graduates and are twins.
We are proud of all of our students. By the time
the year comes to a close we will have a lot more
“siblings” on campus. It was recently stated to me

Siblings on the Union Springs Academy campus (left to right): back row: Jenny and
Kristie, Anita and Tim, Jarred and Jasson, Matt and Nathan. Middle row: Kelly and
Alexandria, Theresa and Maria, Kristina and Shawn, Shida and Alfred. Front Row: Ashley
and Danae, Azalea and Sarah.

by Bobby Allen (‘00), “You can make friends wherever you go but at ‘The Springs’ you discover brothers
you never knew you had.”
USA—it’s a family thing! Won’t you join it?
Rob Raney, development, recruitment, and alumni relations director
Union Springs Academy
For more information on how to join the family visit our web page
at www.unionsprings.org. You can either fill out an application online or request more information. If you prefer you can call us at 1866-USA-Youth.
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Bordoville Church
Celebration

NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND

the musical highlight was the
After her death, the Ecksons continued to work at the church and
Central Vermont Academy choir.
try to find pews. John DePalma,
Robert Sundin, treasurer of the
executive secretary for the
One hundred seventy-eight people
Northern New England
Northern New England
gathered to celebrate the birth of
Conference, presented pictures he
Conference, told them that the
the old Bordoville church in West
had taken while he and his wife,
Richmond church in Maine was
Enosburg, Vermont, on September
Kathy, were missionaries in
being closed and they would give
21, 2002. It was more than a birth.
Zimbabwe. It was indeed a happy
away all the furnishings for free.
It was a resurrection. For two or
day, but doesn’t the Scripture say,
All they had to do was hire a
three years the church had been
“If we have faith as a grain of musclosed. The few members there had Ryder truck and get them. A small
tard seed” (Matthew 17:20). And
price for such a treasure.
given the furniture away and it was
that is all it took. A few with much
My eyes widened as I beheld the
slated for abandonment.
faith changed loss into great gain.
Oleta Gloor, a dear and precious new pews—apparently solid oak—
So some may ask, “What will
with beautiful carvings on the sides. you do now with your beautiful
person had a vision. She was
The three chairs on the platform
determined that the church would
structure? Have just one meeting
were covered with velvet and intrinot die. The pain and sacrifice of
per year?” Some questions only
cate carvings. The pulpit also had
the Bourdeaus, who first built
God can answer, but we see how
intricate carvings on it.
there, would not be in vain. Few
He has rewarded the faithful thus
What one group had given away
people knew how ill Gloor was,
far and surely He will do whatever
so lightly had been restored threebut she, her husband, Bud, and
else is needed. Didn’t someone
fold by another group. The
Ginny and Erwin Eckson went to
say, “If we build it they will
Sabbath service began as usual
work with a will to restore, repair,
come?” Come and visit Bordoville
with a song service and lesson
and remodel. At one time a porand see what God hath wrought.
study. Gary Thurber, former presition of the floor was removed so
dent of the Northern New England
Adeline L. Brooks, member
that new joists and sills could be
Bordoville church
Conference, delivlaid underneath. When the workered the sermon.
ers had done all they could the
Various individulack of pews was still a problem.
Baptism at Bath Church
als, from Vermont
Undaunted, Gloor announced the
and elsewhere,
all day meetings would be held as
Molasses Pond in
presented the
usual, simply asking people to
Eastbrook, Maine,
afternoon musical
bring their own chairs. It was her
provided a beauprogram. Perhaps
desire to eventually have pews.
tiful setting for
the baptism of
The Northern New England Conference
two lovely young
people, Brittany
Department of Education
and Cody
Presents
Lounder.
Brittany and her brother Cody wih Pr. Oddie (middle).
For several
months Brittany and her younger brother, Cody
have consistently completed Bible lessons and
engaged in weekly reinforcement of these truths
with Pastor John Oddie.
Unlike its name, Molasses Pond shimmered and
rippled in the soft breeze, while a lone loon provided an idyllic backdrop as Brittany and Cody
were gently immersed. As they rose from the
April 3-5, 2003
water, the radiance on their faces matched that of
the late afternoon sun. It was inspiring to see these
Concerts
young people, surrounded by family and friends
He’s Got the Whole World – April 4, 7:30 p.m.
from the Bath and Ellsworth churches, publicly
Schools in Harmony – April 5, 9:20 a.m.
express their love for Jesus.
For the Beauty of the Earth – April 5, 11:00 a.m.
Brittany and Cody have recently become stuThis is My Father’s World – April 5, 7:15 p.m.
dents at Pine Tree Academy and are now memHosted by
bers of the Bath church.
Pine Tree Academy, Freeport, Maine
Hazel Oddie, correspondent
For more information call (207) 797-3760 ext. 13.
Bath church
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ATTENTION SINGLES!!

O

NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND

programs are usually very expensive,
years to synthefrom $250 and upward per student.
sis and applicaThis year was the first Northern
tion in older
New England Conference Academy
more mature
Outdoor School. Pastor Mark Harris
students. All
and Fred Hellenberg volunteered to
goals focus on
put together the curriculum for the
learning God’s
academy students around the idea
ideal for us
through being in of stewardship of the earth and the
Students attend the first Northern New England Conference Academy outdoor school.
new land purchase connected to
the elements of
Camp Lawroweld.
nature including
Education Under the Big
God has placed in our hands a
the whole being: spiritual, academRoof - Outdoor School 2002
heritage that, rightly used, can
ic, social/emotional and
draw our children to Him.
physical/recreational. Lower grades
September in Northern New
studied dirt and water. Grades five
England is one of the loveliest
Trudy Wright, superintendent of schools
and six studied meadows,
months—warm days, cool nights,
Northern New England Conference
lakes/ponds, wetno bugs, harvest moon, warm
lands or forests.
water and beautiful foliage. It is the
Grades seven and
reason we rush to gather students
eight studied
together across the conference for
conservation and
Outdoor School—elementary students, September 10-13 and acade- ecology.
Plan now to attend the Annual Northern New
Academy stumy students, September 24-27.
dents
chose
from
Goals for Outdoor School
England Conference
conservatory and
progress from exploration in early
land management team proSingle’s Memorial
jects.
Day Retreat
Recreation and
team initiatives
May 23-26, 2003.
rounded out the
curriculum each
ur annual Single’s Retreat offers a
day. Dedicated
warm, accepting fellowship with a strong spiritual emphasis. We also
teachers, pastors,
offer health information and wonderful vegan meals.
Singles, this is a very special weekend prepared just for you! Why not make
and volunteers
this the year YOU experience the joy of this blessed, spirit-filled time togethhelp keep the proer? See you there.
gram at an affordBeautiful Camp Lawroweld is located in the western Maine mountains and on
able price for all
Lake Webb. Come enjoy a Christ-centered weekend.
Students spend time outdoors learning about nature.
students. Such
Get your reservation in EARLY to avoid missing out on the blessings awaiting
you. Deadline is May 14 (no refunds after that date). For more information call:
Northern New England Conference, Single’s Ministry (207) 797-3760, ext. 15.
Please bring your own bedding. Cost is $70.00. Make checks payable to:
Northern New England Conference with a memo of “Single’s Retreat.” Mail application and check to: Northern New England Conference, Attn.: Single’s Retreat,
91 Allen Ave., Portland, ME 04103.

SINGLE’S RETREAT APPLICATION

June 20-22, 2003
Held at Camp Lawroweld
Cost: $40 per person $60 per couple
$80 per family

Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

Come and enjoy great spiritual food, stories around the
campfire, renewing old friendships, making new
friends and Lawroweld’s wonderful natural atmosphere.
For information call Linda at (207) 797-3760 ext. 15.
Sponsored by Northern New England Conference

City: __________________________ State:________ Zip:____________

(

)

Phone ________________________________________________________

Date of Birth: __________________________________________________
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Organization of Southern
New England’s 99th Church
In a well-orchestrated service the Clinton Portuguese
church was organized on Sabbath afternoon,
November 23, beginning with a color guard procession from the Amazon Adventurers and Pathfinders.
The young people made an impressive sight with
their uniforms, hats, and well-ordered marching.
They have been meeting together since January
2001 and organized their church with close to 100
members. Church pastor Werlei Gomide is anxious
to reach more Portuguese-speaking individuals in the
area who need to know about Jesus. The church currently meets in Founders Hall on the campus of
Atlantic Union College.

Gilbert Vega, conference secretary, at the time of the organization watches as Gladistone
Oliveira, one of the founding members, signs the charter membership role. On the right
is Helene Delilo, church clerk. Eight people also signed as charter members who will
transfer their membership from another church or who will be baptized soon.

Judy Thomsen, correspondent SNEC

Diversity Month
at Northborough

SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND

The Northborough church congregation incorporates individuals from
Guyana, Jamaica, Barbados, St.
Lucia, Panama, Antigua, Africa,
America, Trinidad, U.S. Virgin
Islands and Costa Rica. Traditionally,
in an attempt to foster awareness of
the various groups, the church has
an annual Diversity Month celebration. The last, which was their sixth
annual celebration, was held during
the month of September 2002.
On the first Sabbath the Guyanese
community hosted Dr. Leon Wilson,
professor and chairman of the
Sociology department at Wayne
State University in Detroit. He spoke
on “Unity in Diversity.” Next, the
Jamaicans offered “In Christ We are
One Nation” with speaker Dr.
Leacroft Green. On the third weekend, the West Indian Islands and
international community of believers
invited Sy Saliba, marketing director
for Florida Adventist hospital, to
present the morning message, “One
People, One Faith, One Purpose.”
And the month’s presentations
ended on the fourth Sabbath with
the American group presenting
“Love in Any Language” with
Delores Richardson, a Seventh-day
Adventist and community activist,
speaking on “God’s Tapestry.”
Many members and visitors
enjoyed the celebration. The music
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was heavenly, the sermons compelling, each worship service uplifting.
The afternoon concluded with excellent ethnic food and warm Christian
fellowship. According to the members
of the Northborough congregation,
“Our prayer is that the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
will be in all of us. We invite you to
come and visit our congregation and
experience the spirit of oneness.”
Ray Lewis, communication secretary
Northborough church

From the Lips of Children
“From the lips of children and
infants you have ordained praise”
—Psalm 8:2 NIV.
When Teacher Jane was contemplating a certain activity for the worship
service on Sabbath, December 14,
she said to me, “My career may end
tomorrow!” Teacher Jane is Jane
Morrison, associate pastor for the
College church in South Lancaster.
This is how she is known to the
many beginners and their parents
because of the beautiful Sabbath
school programs she presents week
by week for the children.
Each Sabbath during the holiday
season the children had a chance to
bathe a darling little doll in a pan of
water, dry it with a miniature towel
and wrap it in a tiny blanket as part
of the quarter’s Sabbath school program “Little Boy Jesus.” This was the

activity she wanted to do on this particular Sabbath—only this time in the
sanctuary, on the platform, for everyone to see! Needless to say, her
career did not end. It was an
adorable scene as many little ones
and some moms and dads came to
the front for this task. The children
did it perfectly and to watch them
tenderly bathe those little dolls, dry
them, and then cradle them so lovingly on a little pillow was heartwarming. The wonderful training
week by week was obvious—they
knew just what to do.
To those of you who serve in the
children’s divisions of your churches
we say a heartfelt thank you. The
things learned are invaluable to
their future commitment to Jesus.
Jesus said, “Let the little ones come
to me.” I think that even means to
the platform of the sanctuary with a
little pan of water and a baby doll!
Judy A. Thomsen, correspondent SNEC

The children tenderly bathed their dolls, dried them, and cradled them lovingly.

Southern New England
Organizes 98th Church
The Beverly Portuguese church was
organized on Sabbath, October 27.
The group began meeting together
in a member’s home in 1999. In
May 2000 they began to meet at
the Beverly English church. The
church organized with 26 signing
the charter membership role. The
pastor, Edilson Gonçalves, serves the
Everett and Dorchester Portuguese
churches in addition to Beverly. This
is the Southern New England
Conference’s 98th church.
Judy A. Thomsen, correspondent SNEC

Southern New England
Member Evangelizes Abroad
Tom Murray is a contractor who
lives in South Lancaster,

Spirit of Prayer
at the
Brooklawn Church
250 Brooklawn Avenue
Bridgeport, Connecticut
Friday, March 28
7:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 29
11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
Presented by
Pastor Maurice J. Vargas
The Spirit of Prayer is a time of inner
healing for the soul, a time of very
deep repentance and heart searching.
These sessions are more than a
lecture – they are an experience.
For more information call
(203) 333-2876.

SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND

Pastor Edilson Gonçalves is shown on the left with clerk,
Maria Lillarni and members João Eudes and Kelly Rehbain.

Massachusetts. He was invited last
summer during Festival of Faith
2002, Southern New England’s
camp meeting, to go as an evangelist to Rwanda. I’m sure he has
accepted bold ventures into the
world of construction—but, even
though he had never accepted such
a bold venture into the world of
evangelism before, he responded
affirmatively to the invitation of Jim
Zachary, evangelism coordinator for
The Quiet Hour.
While he was in Africa we
received this communication: “We
are more than halfway through the
Rwandan campaign. My mission
site is about 40 minutes outside of
Kigali in a village called Rusororo. If
Kigali is considered third world, my
little village would be well
Tom Murray shares his experiences with the members in
described as 23rd world! The Spirit
several Southern New England churches.
is working. People walk from miles
around, many for three hours one
to get home to do the same thing.
way, to our outdoor meetings
Tom feels it is definitely “time to
every night. There are 2,500 in
do evangelism” and produce
attendance. Six to eight hundred
results for the Lord Jesus.
are non-Adventists. Nearly 500
We are pleased to have Tom
have responded to calls and have
Murray and many other members
expressed interest in baptism. My
like him who are joining forces and
contribution seems so meaningless, planning for evangelism in
but the Spirit of God is working
Connecticut, Massachusetts, and
one miracle after another.”
Rhode Island where we have “A
Tom shared stories of his evanWorld to Win!”
gelism experience in several
Judy A. Thomsen, correspondent SNEC
Southern New England churches
during September and
October. The attendance at his meetings in Rusororo
swelled to close to
4,000 and there
were 250 baptisms.
at the
He and others who
Willimantic
Church
were involved with
126
Quarry
Street
the campaigns were
Willimantic,
Connecticut
energized for telling
the story of Jesus.
Friday March 28, 2003
6:30 p.m.
He likened it to his
Sabbath March 29, 2003
9:00 a.m.
construction workFeatured speaker:
ers and how they
Randy Maxwell, conference speaker and author
can’t wait to get
of IF MY PEOPLE PRAY and BRING BACK THE
through the paperG
LORY, will begin on Friday evening and conwork and actually
tinue
on Sabbath. He will conclude the two-day
“into the ground”
event
with an afternoon workshop at 2:30 p.m.
when they begin at
a site. They were
For information and directions to
anxious to tell the
the church call 1-800-871-0639.
story in Africa, but
even more anxious

WEEKEND PRAYER
CONFERENCE
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Amazing Grace Church
Hosts Banquet
The Amazing Grace church in
Brooklyn, New York, hosted a
year-end Fund Raising Banquet at
the beautiful Afrika House on
Bedford Avenue in the Flatbush
section of Brooklyn on the last
Sunday in December.
The music coordinator, Cecile
Green, and her staff conceived the
idea of a banquet because they
wanted to find a means to provide
much needed funds to enhance
the music ministry in the church
and support the building fund
drive. The entire church supported

the project. The members all sold
tickets and the Hospitality
Committee provided a variety of
delectable dishes that left everyone feeling satisfied.
The youth and special guests
provided clean wholesome entertainment belying the notion that
people cannot have fun without
dancing and heavy music. Some of
the items on the program included
renditions from the youth choir,
and musical selections by some
invited guests. The choir members
put on delightful fashion show
depicting different types of attire
including formal, business, casual,
and sports wear.

NORTHEASTERN

Mt. Carmel Church Visits the Carousel
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Led by the Holy Spirit, a group of approximately twenty members from the Mount Carmel
Seventh-day Adventist Church allowed their
light to shine in the Carousel Center in
Syracuse, New York, on the fourth Sunday in
December.
The mall will soon become Destiny USA, one
of the largest shopping centers in the country
with an indoor park and one of the largest
hotels in New York State. Pastor Clark, the
Prayer Warriors, and the Personal Ministries
department leader planned the event. The
Carousel Center was receptive to the idea and
after completing the required documentation
from the Risk Management office of the
Northeastern Conference. Confirmation was
received from the mall that there was an area
where they could do ingathering, caroling, and
pass out literature.
Their display included a six-foot banquet
table which held Ingathering literature, a television/videocassette recorder playing the
Ingathering video, two easels with posters, and
twenty seats in front of the table. The display
looked out of place in the mall environment.
People were accustomed to seeing Salvation
Army or Catholic Charities logos, but not the
Adventist church.
From 3:00 to 6:00 o’clock in the evening the
carolers rotated approximately every half hour.
The Ingathering buckets were slim at that point,
but they continued to plant seeds with the program report and the yearly report booklets.
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One of the highlights of the
evening was the auction of a painting of the crucifixion scene done by
Sean Leslie, an aspiring artist and a
member of the youth choir. Leslie
gave a brief history of how the
painting came about and then bidding started at $20.00. After some
fierce and friendly competition it
was finally sold for $105.
Door prizes included a Family Bible
and THE GREAT CONTROVERSY. The
evening ended with prayer by Bryan
Scott, the first elder. Overall about
150 people attended. It was a
blessed event that everyone enjoyed.
Marcia R. Brown, church member
Amazing Grace church

The location was near an exit and people
were coming and going all day. The young and
old from the church paired off, with one holding the ingathering bucket while the other
passed out literature and explained some of the
church’s activities, “We have a sickle cell clinic
in Rochester, we were present after the 9/11
disaster to provide aid to families. We have
youth and social programs throughout the
country.”
By 6:00 p.m. more than 2000 pieces of literature were distributed and $261 in Ingathering
funds were raised. After walking around the
mall collecting discarded literature, only about
75 pieces were found. At one point, a business
owner approached the table with two booklets
in her hand. “Who’s in charge here?” she
asked. “God’s in charge, but we are helping to
coordinate this project. How can we help you?”
was the response. She stated in an angry tone,
“Your people are messing up my business with
this literature.” “Our intention is not to interrupt business but to spread the gospel,” was
the reply and they assured her they would
maintain a watch to avoid that in the future.
Many lessons were learned on December 22,
many seeds were planted by the groups efforts,
and the prayer is that they will be watered by
the Holy Spirit. The church is planning many
other activities in the mall all year long. The
more comfortable the public becomes with the
Adventist objective, the more likely they are to
support the endeavors.
Hopeton Smalling, communication director
Mt. Carmel church

NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY
The Seventh-day Adventist Church, in all of its church schools, admits students of any race
to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to
students at its schools, and makes no discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnic
background, country of origin, or gender in the administration of education policies, applications for admission, scholarship or loan programs, and extracurricular programs.
Greater New York Conference
Bronx-Manhattan—1440 Plimpton Ave., Bronx, NY 10452
Brooklyn—1260 Ocean Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11230
Central Brooklyn—130 Boerum St., Brooklyn, NY 11206
Greater New York Academy—41-32 58th St., Woodside, NY 11377
Jackson Heights—72-25 Woodside Ave., Woodside, NY 11377
Livingston—2771 Route 9, Livingston, NY 12541
Middletown—70 Highland Ave., Middletown, NY 10940
Oakview Preparatory—29 Chestnut St., Yonkers, NY 10701
Pearl River—210 N. Middletown Rd., Pearl River, NY 10965
Poughkeepsie—71 Mitchell Ave., Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
South Bay Junior Academy—150 Fire Island Ave., Babylon NY 11702
Whispering Pines—211 Jericho Turnpike, Old Westbury, NY 11568
New York Conference
Bay Knoll—2639 Ridge Rd. E., Rochester, NY 14622
Buffalo Suburban—5580 Genesee St., Lancaster, NY 14086
Dexterville—783 Co. Rt. 3, Fulton, NY 13069
Frontenac—963 Spring St. Rd., Union Springs, NY 13160
Jamestown—130 McDaniel Ave., Jamestown, NY 14701
Kingsbury Jr. Academy—4027 State Rte. 4, Hudson Falls, NY 12839
Parkview Jr. Academy—412 S. Avery Ave., Syracuse, NY 13219
Southern Tier—P.O. Box 216, Vestal, NY 13850
Union Springs Academy—40 Spring St. Union Springs, NY 13160
Northeastern Conference
Berea—800 Morton St., Mattapan, MA 02126
Bethel—457 Grand Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11238
Bethesda—76 Parkway Ave., Box 781, Amityville, NY 11701
Brockton Area Academy—28 Warren Street, Brockton, MA 02301
Brooklyn Temple—3 Lewis Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11206
Eva Jeltz Jr. Academy—995 Fillmore Ave., Buffalo, NY 14211
Excelsior—418 E 45th St., Brooklyn, NY 11203
Farifield County—827 Trumbull Ave., Box 1861, Bridgeport, CT 06606
Flatbush—5810 Snyder Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11203
Hanson Place—38 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11203
Hartford Area—474 Woodland St., Hartford, CT 06112
Hebron Bilingual—920 Park Place, Brooklyn, NY 11213
Jamaica—188-28 163rd St., Jamaica, NY 11432
Linden—137-01 228th St., Laurelton, NY 11413
Northeastern Academy—532 W 215th St., New York, NY 10034
Rochester Jr. Academy—309 Jefferson Ave., Rochester, NY 14611
R. T. Hudson—1122 Forest Ave., Bronx, NY 10456
Westchester Area—456 Webster Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801
Northern New England Conference
Brownell Mountain—5330 St. George Rd., Williston, VT 05495
Cady Memorial—PO Box 2229, Conway, NH 03818
Central Vermont Jr. Academy—317 Vine St., Barre, VT 05641
Estabrook—101 Maple St., W. Lebanon, NH 03784
Forestdale School—27 Perkins Valley Rd., Bryant Pond, ME 04219
Forrest Ward Memorial—RR 2, Box 1045 Houghton Ln., Bennington, VT 05201
Green Mountain Christian—158 Stratton Rd., Rutland, VT 05701
Kellogg—41 Back River Rd., Bedford, NH 03110
North Star Christian—42 Orion Way, Bangor, ME 04401
Pine Tree Academy—67 Pownal Rd., Freeport, ME 04032
Pioneer Jr. Academy—Mt. Gilboa Rd., Box 13, Westmoreland, NH 03467
Riverview Memorial—201 Mercer Rd., Norridgewock, ME 04957
St. Johnsbury—54 Southard St., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
Southern New England Conference
Amesbury—285 Main Ave. Rt. 107A, So. Hampton, NH 03827
Bayberry—2736 Falmouth Rd. Osterville, MA 02655
Berkshire Hills—900 Cheshire Rd, Rt 8, Lanesboro, MA 01237
Browning—George Hill Rd., S. Lancaster, MA 01561
Cedar Brook—24 Ralsie Rd. Rehoboth, MA 02769
Central CT Adventist Virtual School—354 Foster Rd. So. Windsor, CT 06474
Edgewood—108 Pond Street, Stoneham, MA 02180
Greater Boston Academy—108 Pond St., Stoneham, MA 02180
Laurel Oaks—14 W. Shepard Ave., Hamden, CT 06514
Maranatha Reg. Sch.—126 Quarry St., Willimantic, CT 06704
South Lancaster Academy—George Hill Rd, S. Lancaster, MA 01561
South Shore—250 Washington St., Braintree, MA 02184
Wachusett Hill Christian—100 Colony Rd., Westminster, MA 01473
Warren—1570 Southbridge Rd., W. Brookfield, MA 01585
Worcester—2 Airport Dr., Worcester, MA 01602
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Northeastern Academy Alumni Weekend — The next annual alumni

BULLETIN BOARD
Sunset Table
April 2003
Bangor, ME
Portland, ME
Boston, MA
South Lancaster, MA
Pittsfield, MA
Hartford, CT
New York, NY
Albany, NY
Utica, NY
Syracuse, NY
Rochester, NY
Buffalo, NY
Hamilton, Bda

Eastern Daylight Saving Time
4
6:07
6:12
6:14
6:16
6:23
6:20
6:24
6:23
6:31
6:35
6:41
6:45
6:40

11
7:16
7:20
7:22
7:24
7:30
7:27
7:31
7:31
7:39
7:43
7:49
7:53
7:44

18
7:24
7:28
7:30
7:32
7:38
7:35
7:39
7:39
7:47
7:51
7:57
8:01
7:49

25
7:33
7:37
7:37
7:40
7:46
7:43
7:46
7:47
7:55
7:59
8:05
8:09
7:54

weekend will be held on June 6-7, 2003 at Northeastern Academy. Visit the alumni web site for additional information: www.neaalumni.com or e-mail neaalumni@hotmail.com.
USA Alumni Weekend—May 2-4, 2003. Registration 3:00 p.m. at Union

Springs church, Friday night Vespers - 7:30 p.m. Class of 1983, Sabbath school 9:30 a.m. Class of 1978, Church service - 11:00 a.m. Class of 1953, Sabbath
Vespers - 7:30 p.m. Class of 1993, Annual Alumni Golf Tournament, Sunday 8:00
a.m. For more information contact USA (315) 889-7314.
The Association of Adventist Women (AAW) is soliciting nominations
from the Atlantic Union for its 2003 Women of the Year awards which will be
presented during the annual AAW convention to be held in Loma Linda,
California, October 16-19, 2003. Nominees should be Adventist women who
have made outstanding and unique contributions to home, community,
and/or professional life. The deadline for submitting applications is May 20,
2003. Information on submitting will be sent with each nomination form. Call
or write: Toini Harrison, Women of the Year Coordinator, 24414 University
Ave. #167, Loma Linda, CA 92354. Phone: (909) 799-5448.

Atlantic Union College
2003 Open House
The college is pleased to hold open houses for college
age students who do not attend our academies.
Join us for our upcoming Open House scheduled for

Out-of-Union
Alumni of Plainview Academy, formerly of Redfield, S.Dak., make plans to

attend our annual Alumni Reunion on the weekend of June 27-29, 2003. It will be
held on the campus of Dakota Adventist Academy in Bismarck, N.Dak Honor
classes are those who graduated (or attended) the classes ending in 3 or 8. A special invitation is extended to former PVA students, faculty, staff, parents and
friends. For information contact PVA Alumni secretary, Charlene (Scholl) Binder at
(402) 489-1702 or e-mail rdbinder@juno.com.
CUC Alumni Weekend — Columbia Union College’s Alumni Weekend is April

4-6, 2003. Dr. Richard Osborn will speak at the Sabbath morning service and Paul
McGraw will be speaking for the Friday night vespers. Special highlight of the
weekend will be a benefit concert at the Kennedy Center on April 6 featuring the
CUC choir and orchestra with guest conductor John Rutter. Call (301) 891-4132
for more information.
Madison College and Madison College Academy annual homecoming.

June 27-28, 2003. Graduates, attendees, friends and interested parties welcome.
Speaker Ron Christman, new secretary/treasurer of ASI. Honor classes: ‘33, ‘39, ‘43,
‘49, ‘53, ‘63, Anes. ‘68.

Spot News
Atlantic Union Conference Youth Congress 2003 — “Hangin’ Round
or Heaven Bound,” April 9-12, 2003 at the Holiday Inn Turf Hotel, Albany,

New York. For information on registration, workshops, visit our web site at
www.atlantic-union.org/youthcongress2003.htm or call the Atlantic Union Youth
Ministries Department at (978) 368-8333 ext.3016.
Berea Seventh-day Adventist Academy First Annual Alumni
Weekend—March 28-30, 2003.Help us update our alumni and supporters mail-

ing list by sending your name, address, telephone number, and e-mail address
information today. For registration information, contact the Berea Seventh-day
Adventist Academy, 800 Morton Street, Mattapan, Massachusetts, 02126, (617)
436-8301, or log on to: www.tagnet.org/bereasda.
Hispanic Lay Congress, “Carry Your Torch” — March 21-23, 2003. Friar

Tuck Resort, Catskill, New York. For more information visit the web site at:
www.atlantic-union.org/hispanic3.htm or contact the Hispanic Ministries
Department at (978) 368-8333 ext. 3016.
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March 21-23, 2003
Greater New York Conference
Northeastern Conference
Reserve space for you or your church group
to attend by contacting:
Andrew Winslow
Enrollment Management Department
Atlantic Union College
PO Box 1000
South Lancaster, MA 01561
E-mail: awinslow@atlanticuc.edu
Call: (978) 368-2257
www.atlanticuc.edu

REMEMBERING
Diane L. Whittenburg
August 11, 1952 - November 16, 2002
Diane L. (Deerr) Whittenburg, 50, a native
of Louisville, Kentucky, died on Saturday,
November 16, 2002, at her residence in
Lancaster, Massachusetts.
Born on August 11, 1952, her early
childhood education included attending
Highland Academy in Portland, Tennessee.
Diane was employed by the Seventh-day Adventist Church for
approximately 15 years. She worked in various positions in the
Southern New England Conference in South Lancaster,
Massachusetts, from September 1987 to October 1989 and the
Florida Conference from November 1989 until her arrival at the
Atlantic Union Conference office.
She joined the Atlantic Union staff as administrative secretary to
the president in July 1998 and left in 2001 due to illness. She was a
member of the Sterling church in Sterling, Massachusetts.
Diane is survived by her husband Gary, who currently manages
the Southern New England Adventist Book Center in South
Lancaster, Massachusetts; one daughter, Carrie who is attending
college in Massachusetts.; a sister, Carolyn Hooper of Corydon,
Indiana; two brothers, Larry and Woody Deerr of Kentucky.; her
parents Paul and Anna Deerr of Louisville, Kentucky; her in-laws,
Charles and Jean Whittenburg from Nashville, Tennessee, aunts,
uncles, nieces, and nephews.
Many will remember Diane for her cheerful smile and warm
personality.

REMEMBERING
George Merlin Kretschmar Jr.
May 16, 1964 - December 19, 2002
George M. Kretschmar, Jr., 38, associate
pastor of the Beltsville Seventh-day
Adventist Church since July 2001, succumbed to complications from liver cancer
on Thursday, December 19, 2002. George
was diagnosed with cancer on November 7
and spent the last two weeks at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore,
Maryland. He was surrounded by family and friends in his last hours.
George was born on May 16, 1964, in Salvador, Bahia, Brazil. He
attended Greater New York Academy in Woodside, New York, Blue
Mountain Academy in Hamburg, Pennsylvania, Atlantic Union
College (‘86) in South Lancaster, Massachusetts, and the
Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary in Berrien Springs,
Michigan. He served pastoral districts throughout upstate New York,
including as chaplain and Bible teacher at Union Springs Academy,
youth director for the New York Conference, and religion teacher at
South Lancaster Academy, in South Lancaster, Massachusetts.
He is survived by his wife, Marilyn (Caez) Kretschmar, also a graduate of Atlantic Union College (‘88); a daughter, Kaiya Marie; his parents, Merlin and Juanita Kretschmar of Key West, Florida, and formerly president of the Greater New York Conference; a brother, Dr.
Joseph Kretschmar of Daytona Beach, Florida; a sister, Suzanne Land
of Conyers, Georgia; a large extended family, and many dear friends.
George will be missed and many will remember him for his independent and utterly loveable personality.

Prison Ministries
Workshop
March 7-9, 2003
On the campus of Atlantic Union College
Open for all members of the Prison Ministry
Department and others interested in attending.
For more information
Contact Margarette T. Voyard
Atlantic Union Conference
Prison Ministries Department
(978) 368-8333 ext. 3013
E-mail: mvoyard@atlanticunion.org
Sponsored by
Atlantic Union Conference
Prison Ministries Department
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ALREDEDOR DE LA IGLESIA MUNDIAL
Antigua: El Gobernador General
celebra una nueva organización
de libertad religiosa
14 Enero 2003, St. Johns, Antigua [ANN] — El
Gobernador General de Antigua y Barbuda, Sir
James Carlisle, celebró la formación de la primera
organización del país que se dedicará exclusivamente a promover y defender la libertad religiosa.
Al asistir a la reunión inaugural del nuevo capítulo nacional de la Asociación Internacional de
Libertad Religiosa [IRLA] el pasado 11 de enero,
Carlisle habló acerca de la importancia vital de la
libertad religiosa y la libertad de conciencia en el
mundo actual. A la reunión asistieron los principales
líderes de las organizaciones políticas y de los
establecimientos educativos del país.
De acuerdo con Clive Dottin, el representante
local de libertad religiosa, este nuevo capítulo buscó
“desarrollar una visión de la libertad religiosa en la
iglesia y en la comunidad”.
Carlisle es bien conocido por su posición firme
en asuntos de fe y principios, a punto tal de solicitar
que la ceremonia donde fue consagrado caballero
por la Reina fuera cambiada de fecha ya que estaba
en conflicto con el sábado, su día de adoración.
“Como adventista del séptimo día, creo que tenemos que ser ciudadanos modelos, al promover y
defender los valores esenciales,” dijo. “La libertad religiosa es uno de los valores más preciosos, y trae
grandes beneficios a la sociedad. También necesitamos
recordar que no podemos agradar a todos, y debemos
hacer simplemente lo que es correcto, más allá de las
hostilidades que podamos llegar a enfrentar.”

En representación de la organización mundial de
libertad religiosa, el secretario general John Graz
felicitó a los organizadores: “Habla bien de Antigua y
Barbuda el hecho que tantos estén apoyando tan
abiertamente la libertad religiosa,” dijo Graz.
“Si bien la libertad de conciencia están bien
protegida por la constitución del país, [la
sociedad] debe permanecer alerta para defender
los derechos religiosos de todos y para promover el
respeto mutuo y la tolerancia religiosa como la
única manera de progresar en una sociedad
democrática moderna.”
Creada en 1983, el IRLA es una organización no
sectaria que se propone defendar y diseminar los
principios de libertad religiosa alrededor del mundo.
En todo el mundo posee 50 capítulos nacionales.
Jonathan Gallagher
Traducción: Marcos Paseggi

Se cuestiona el lenguaje propuesto para
la Constitución de la Unión Europea
7 Enero 2003, Silver Spring, Maryland, Estados
Unidos [ANN] — Un llamado a unir a Europa
tomando como base su herencia cristiana utiliza una
premisa equivocada, afirma un teólogo adventista
que menciona la discusión actual en relación con
acciones que procuran crear un fundamento común
para la Unión Europea.
En una entrevista con Adventist Newsline, Teofilo
Ferreira, un teólogo y educador adventista portugués, dijo que debería cuestionarse el acuerdo que
busca unir a las naciones europeas sobre la base de

su herencia cristiana.
“La cultura no va a ningún lado,” dijo Ferreira.
“El terreno en común que tenemos de las Escrituras
es el concepto de [un] pacto: el pacto de Dios con
su pueblo.
“Europa es el continente cristiano más antiguo, y
está claro que los europeos están en general sumamente orgullosos de ser cristianos y de poseer una
tradición tan rica.
“Son bien conocidas las muchas tradiciones
históricas que posee [Europa],” dice Ferreira, y afirma que es difícil unificar Europa de no ser por un
elemento en común: la religión, mayormente el cristianismo. “Mi énfasis no está en la cultura, sino en
un pacto basado en una relación personal con
Cristo,” dijo.
Los comentarios recientes del Papa en relación con
la constitución propuesta se hacen quizá comprensibles desde esta perspectiva, dice Jonathan Gallagher,
enlace de la iglesia adventista en las Naciones Unidas.
Gallagher afirmó, sin embargo, que es más importante
hablar acerca de temas relacionados con la libertad
religiosa que con la herencia religiosa.
“El aspecto más importante es la libertad religiosa, que estuvo ausente con demasiada frecuencia
en la historia europea. La Constitución Europea
debería contener garantías expresas en relación con
la libertad religiosa, y un lenguaje que garantice que
los derechos de las minorías religiosas serán completamente respetados. La libertad de conciencia y de
adoración son el centro mismo de una sociedad libre
y democrática.”
Ansel Oliver
Traducción: Marcos Paseggi

Noticias Breves – 7 Enero 2003, Silver Spring, Maryland, Estados Unidos [ANN]
Brasil: La iglesia lleva a cabo “Semana de Cosecha”:
Brasilia, Brasil [/ANN] — Un curso bíblico interactivo, transmitido en 2.100
emisoras radiales de Brasil, incluyendo Radio Novo Tempo, una red de emisoras operadas por la iglesia adventista con estaciones a lo largo del continente,
constituyó uno de los recursos que preparó a 5,000 congregaciones en un
mega programa de evangelización llamado “Semana de Cosecha.”
Durante la primera semana de diciembre la iglesia adventista llevó a cabo
un esfuerzo de evangelización masiva que atrajo la atención de varios millones de personas en toda Sudamérica. Transmitido tanto en radio como en
televisión en español y portugués, el evento fue la culminación de casi tres
meses de preparación.
Los líderes de la iglesia en Sudamérica enfatizaron que el evangelismo es el
objetivo principal de la presencia de la iglesia en la sociedad. De acuerdo con
Omar Reis, líder de una movilización de voluntarios de la iglesia en la región
sudamericana, “los miembros de iglesia [dieron] estudios bíblicos a sus vecinos, amigos y parientes” en preparación para el evento satelital que presentó a
Alejandro Bullón, un destacado evangelista adventista.
ASN/ANN staff
Traducción: Marcos Paseggi
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Dobson no apoya leyes dominicales
Colorado Springs, Colorado [ANN] — James Dobson, autor y fundador/presidente de “Focus on the Family”, está tratando de acallar los rumores de que
él apoya una ley dominical nacional para los Estados Unidos. Su carta a la
Iglesia Adventista del Séptimo Día dice: “No he asumido esa posición, ni
tengo la intención de asumirla en el futuro.”
Dobson indicó que rumores similares han existido durante años, y pidió
que la iglesia lo ayude a hacer conocer su posición al respecto. Asi mismo,
afirma que “bajo ninguna circunstancia trataría de minar el día de adoración
designado [por los adventistas].”
La iglesia adventista reconoce la postura de Dobson en relación con la libertad religiosa, que destaca que la libertad de conciencia es una de las libertades humanas básicas.
ANN staff
Traducción: Marcos Paseggi

A TRAVERS L’EGLISE MONDIALE
Boire modérément, clé d’une bonne
santé cardiaque ? Essayez donc plutôt
d’adopter un sain mode de vie
7 Janvier 2003, Silver Spring, Maryland,
États-Unis [ANN] — Selon un expert en questions de santé, si de récents reportages suggèrent que consommer chaque jour un ou
deux verres de boisson alcoolisée peut avoir
des effets favorables sur la santé cardiaque,
l’adoption d’un sain mode de vie peut avoir les
mêmes avantages sans le danger associé aux
effets secondaires de l’alcool.
Le Dr. Alan Handysides, directeur des ministères de santé de l’Église adventiste mondiale,
a déclaré que la pratique d’un sain mode de
vie, ce à quoi sont incités les chrétiens adventistes, « aura autant d’avantages au plan cardiaque — mais sans les risques. »
Dans deux articles publiés le 30 décembre
2002, le New York Times, un des principaux
quotidiens du globe, a ranimé l’intérêt à ce
sujet, en proclamant les avantages d’une consommation quotidienne « modérée » d’alcool
comme prévention des maladies cardiaques.
Plusieurs médecins et chercheurs approuvant
cette notion ont été cités, encore que le journal ait admis que cette opinion était (et
demeure) sujette à controverse dans de nombreux milieux.
Notant que l’alcool est une drogue, le Dr.
Handysides a remarqué que sa consommation
régulière risquait fort d’engendrer de graves
problèmes de santé — dépendance, cirrhose
et autres maux — chez une personne sur
quinze. « Si l’on soumettait à l’approbation
du ministère de la santé un nouveau médicament ayant de tels effets dans cette proportion, il n’obtiendrait pas l’agrément des
autorités, » a-t-il dit.
« Selon leur degré de pratique d’un mode de
vie sain, les gens peuvent prolonger leur vie de
sept à quatorze ans, explique le Dr.
Handysides said. En faisant des exercices
physiques, en changeant le type des graisses
présentes dans leur régime alimentaire, en
mangeant plus de noisettes, amandes et noix
de toutes sortes, ils peuvent vivre en meilleure
santé et plus longtemps. Nous en avons la
preuve statistique. »
Ce spécialiste en recherche médicale et en
politique de santé a ajouté que la promotion

d’une consommation d’alcool soi-disant «
modérée » serait sans doute une bonne nouvelle pour l’industrie des boissons alcoolisées,
avec, rien qu’en Amérique du Nord, des milliards de dollars de marché potentiel. Or, promouvoir la boisson dans la population peut
avoir des effets pervers ne correspondant pas
aux intentions de départ.
« L’alcool est un composant carcinogène,
explique le Dr. Handysides. Les gens qui
boivent plus de deux ou trois verres par jour
augmenteront leur risque de cancer de
l’estomac. »
Par ailleurs, si la consommation d’alcool peut
aider certaines personnes d’âge moyen à s’éviter
différents problèmes cardiaques, en approuver
la consommation quotidienne modérée est un
mauvais signal à envoyer aux jeunes adultes,
dont un grand nombre a tendance à s’adonner à
des « beuveries » durant lesquelles d’énormes
quantités d’alcool sont consommées en un très
bref laps de temps.
« Notre vrai problème et notre réel souci
est que les jeunes ne boivent pas avec modération, dit le Dr. Handysides. Et les beuveries
sont particulièrement liées au développement
des problèmes afférents à la boisson, tels que
l’alcoolisme. »
La prescription du Dr. Handysides ?
S’abstenir de l’alcool et adopter un mode de
vie sain, afin de vivre plus longtemps sans la
moindre « gueule de bois » matinale.
L’Église adventiste du septième jour gère
169 hôpitaux et centres de santé dans le
monde entier et se consacre à la promotion
d’un sain mode de vie.
Mark Kellner, ANN staff
Traduction: Claude Fivel

La Loma Linda University obtient
une subvention pour la recherche
sur la maladie d’Alzheimer
7 Janvier 2003, Loma Linda, Californie,
États-Unis [ANN] — La subvention de 6.55
millions de dollars récemment accordée par
l’Institut national de la santé des États-Unis au
Centre neurochirurgical pour la recherche, la
formation et l’éducation du Centre hospitalier
universitaire de Loma Linda (CHULL), permettra de poursuivre des recherches pour découvrir une cure à la maladie d’Alzheimer.

Cette maladie, fatale, est la huitième cause
de décès aux États-Unis d’après le Centre de
contrôle et de prévention des maladies, institution sanitaire nationale.
Les chercheurs du CHULL pensent qu’il
doit y avoir un remède à l’Alzheimer mais
qu’on doit d’abord en déterminer les causes.
L’équipe de recherche prévoit de mettre au
point un outil diagnostique permettant la
détection précoce de la maladie.
Des tests de dépistage de l’Alzheimer seront
peut-être disponibles commercialement dans
pas trop longtemps, selon les chercheurs. Un
programme clinique de dépistage préventif,
organisé dans le cadre d’une étude quinquennale soutenue par l’Alzheimer’s Association, a
déjà débuté et portera, au bout du compte, sur
100 « seniors » des deux sexes en bonne
santé, âgés de 50 ans et plus et vivant dans le
sud de la Californie.
« J’ai le sentiment que d’autres chercheurs
vont s’y mettre, » a dit Cindy Dickson, administratrice du CHULL. « Je pense qu’il va y avoir
un effet d’attraction : ils vont constater des
développements qui vont les attirer vers ce que
nous faisons ici. »
« Ce projet me remplit d’enthousiasme à
cause de sa conception intégrée, » a déclaré
Lora Green, docteur ès-sciences, professeur
associé de microbiologie et membre du programme de radiobiologie du CHULL. « Et
même si nous n’atteignons pas tous nos objectifs, nous aurons réalisé des progrès significatifs dans la compréhension des processus
biologiques de la maladie d’Alzheimer, ce qui
nous aura permis d’améliorer les options de
diagnostic et le potentiel d’interventions
thérapeutiques anticipées. »
Le Centre hospitalier universitaire de Loma
Linda, fondé par l’Église adventiste en 1905,
jouit d’une renommée internationale pour ses
recherches médicales et pour ses traitements
dans des domaines tels que la transplantation
cardiaque et la thérapie non-invasive par protons pour les cancers de la prostate et du sein.
LLU News/ANN Staff
Traduction: Claude Fivel
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Lleva Tu Antorcha
Quinto Congreso de Laicos
Marzo 21-23, 2003
Friar Tuck Resort and Convention Center
Orador Principal
Pastor Sergio Moctezuma
Director de Misión Global
División Interamericana
Patrocinado por la Unión del Atlántico
Para información llame al:
(978) 36808333 ext. 3015 or 3016
Roberto Reyna ó Johanna Viteri
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