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“It is during

times like these,

even with the

uncertainties

of life, that

it becomes 

important to

stay on course.”

“I press on toward the goal to win
the prize for which God has called
me heavenward in Christ Jesus”—

Philippians 3:4 (NIV).

I
t takes an experienced captain, with the
assistance of his crew, to guide a ship,
stay on course, and keep the passengers

safe. In the midst of a stormy sea the expe-
rience and skill of the captain and crew are
challenged. The passengers are at their
mercy and have no choice but to trust that
they will be guided to calmer waters.

Today, it seems as though this nation
shudders in a relentless storm. Children
are kidnapped, molested, or killed.
Allegations regarding sexual abuse and
financial dishonesty are seen at every level
in public and private organizations, and
the church is not excluded. Terrorists are
shooting innocent people, the stock mar-
ket is riding a wave of volatility, and no
one knows where or when an attack will
take place. Political campaigns have
become mud slinging opportunities to
defame characters instead of platforms for
how candidates will create a better envi-
ronment for the citizens of this country.
The future of our children is unpre-
dictable and foreboding. It seems there is
not enough time in the day to accomplish
our goals even for those who have the
answer—Jesus Christ.

It appears this world is out of control.
“The nations are in unrest. Times of per-
plexity are upon us. The waves of the sea
are roaring; men’s hearts are failing them
for fear and for expectation of those
things that are coming upon the
earth…”—EVANGELISM, p. 18.

It is during times like these, even with

the uncertainties of life, that it becomes 

important to stay on course. Be determined

not to be overwhelmed by fear or become

distracted by challenges on the job, at

home, school, or at church. It is imperative

that we remember the words of Jesus our

captain, “Take heed that no one deceives

you. For many will come in My name, say-

ing, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive

many. And you will hear of wars and

rumors of wars. See that you are not trou-

bled; for all these things must come to

pass, but the end is not yet”—Matthew

24:4-6 (NKJV).

The holiday season is upon us. And for

many it will be a time when the storm will

appear to increase in intensity. In the midst

of it all, as you celebrate the love of Christ

with your family, friends, and church fami-

ly, take time to reach out with a word of

hope and comfort in these terrible times to

your neighbors, coworkers, and those in

need—“Fear not, for I am with you; Be not

dismayed, for I am your God. I will

strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will

uphold you with My righteous right

hand”—Isaiah 41:10 (NIV).

Share the good news, be determined to

stay the course, and remember, “he who

stands firm to the end will be saved”—

Matthew 24:13 (NIV).

We have this certainty, the Captain is still

in control and guiding the ship on course

for its destination—heaven!

Ednor A. P. Davison is editor of the Atlantic
Union GLEANER and assistant communication
director for the Atlantic Union Conference.
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Northeastern
Conference Elects
New Treasurer —
Seth T. Bardu

On September 17, 2002,
the Northeastern
Conference Executive
Committee elected Seth T.
Bardu to fill the position of
conference treasurer vacat-
ed by Larry Word who
accepted a teaching posi-
tion at Oakwood College in
Huntsville, Alabama. 

Bardu, who comes to us
from the Southern Union
Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists, brings to this
position more than fifteen
years of experience in con-
ference treasury accounting and management. He formerly served as
treasurer of the South Central Conference and was instrumental in
assisting that conference to achieve financial solvency and stability.

A native of Liberia, Bardu is a graduate of Oakwood College with a
bachelor of science degree in accounting, and a master’s in business
administration from Andrews University. His wife Teresa is a native of St.
Louis, Missouri. She has a degree in elementary education and has taught
in both the church and public schools in Nashville, Tennessee. The Bardus
have two children, Jessica who is now in the eighth grade and Godfrey
who is three-years-old.

ON THEMOVEMOVEMOVEMOVEMOVE

On behalf of the church members, employees, and administrators of the Atlantic Union
Conference we pray for God’s guidance for Seth Bardu and his family in this new assignment.

Ednor A. P. Davison, editor
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On Sunday, April 14, 2002, family, friends, and well-
wishers gathered in the beautifully decorated fellow-
ship hall at the Hanson Place Seventh-day Adventist

Church located in downtown Brooklyn, N.Y., to celebrate the
103rd birthday of Mary Mae Churnside. The celebration was
emceed by Richard Aina and Stacy Henry with musical selec-
tions, poetry, and speeches presented by family and friends.

This petite, soft-spoken, charming lady was born on April
11, 1899 in the picturesque town of Bath, Jamaica, West
Indies. She is the ninth of ten children born to devoted,
Christian parents William and
Cecelia Ross.

Churnside recalls many fond
memories of her long, happy
life. She talks lovingly of the
Baptist family into which she
was adopted, and of the love
and luxuries they showered
upon her. As a result, she grew
to be a well educated, gracious
young lady who made Jesus
the center of her life. Because
of this commitment, she was
baptized into the Baptist faith
at age eleven.

She chuckles as she talks of
the young, handsome busi-
nessman, Richard Howell,
who won her heart and mar-
ried her while she was still a teenager. To this loving union
two daughters, Gloria and Monica were born. Churnside was
very happy with her young family. She possessed many tal-
ents and was known to all in her community as a gracious
hostess, excellent dressmaker, and loving homemaker.

Her life was made richer by her faithfulness to God and her
active participation in His service. Though her spiritual beliefs
were sometimes challenged, Churnside and her two brothers
accepted the message of the Seventh-day Baptist Church.

Some time later, however, sorrow entered Churnside’s life
when her husband died. In spite of this loss she was able to
carry on as head of her family until she met and married Peter
Churnside, a politician. Three years later he died. But Mary in
the midst of her grief gave thanks to God that during those three
years she was able to introduce him to her best friend, Jesus.

Shortly after this experience Churnside was introduced to
the Seventh-day Adventist message and was baptized in
1959. She became a vital part of the congregation where she
worshiped and her spiritual gifts were welcomed and used.
She was choir director, organist, Sabbath school superin-
tendent, and loved to go from house to house sharing her
new found faith.

In 1978, Churnside migrated to the United States to be
with her daughters. She was affiliated with the Hanson Place
church and worked in several departments for as long as she

could: in the Community
Services and Personal
Ministries department, as a
Sabbath school teacher, and
in other areas.

She is loved by her daugh-
ters, family, friends, and
church members, and she in
turn loves her “brethren,”
particularly the youth.
Under the supervision of her
daughter, a Mary Churnside
Scholarship Fund was estab-
lished and several students
of the Hanson Place
Elementary School have
been the recipients of these
scholarships.

Until quite recently she
enjoyed traveling and has been to the Holy Land, Paris,
London, Germany, and many of the states in America.
Attending General Conference sessions and meeting people
from around the world was always a highlight in her life.

When asked to what she attributes her long, happy life
Churnside states it is her love for the Lord, her willingness to
let Him lead her life, and a strict vegetarian diet.

Churnside continues to attend church each week, escorted
by her daughter, Monica, and to give her testimony of her
love for her Lord. Her greatest desire is to meet with her
Lord. She wants to stand before Him with both daughters,
“Monica on the right and Gloria on the left.”

Maureen O. Burke is a staff member of the communication
department at Hanson Place church.

Mary Churnside (seated) with friends, Keith and Richardeen Smith, and daughters,
Gloria and Monica.

By Marureen O. Burke

Mary Churnside —

One Hundred and Three Years
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A
dventist Community Services (ACS) aims to become more
involved with the heartfelt needs of people living in the
inner city. This means continuing to expand community

services from church-based to community-based ministry.
“It is our goal to reach inner city communities where

they really hurt by understanding what’s happening there
and addressing those needs,” said Leon Sylvester, inner city
coordinator for the North American Division ACS.
Sylvester, Charles Drake, and Walter Gibson serve as inner
city coordinators for the national ACS organization.

“About 75 percent of all people in the United States live
in urban areas,” said
Drake. In addition, urban
influences have pervaded
suburban and country
margins. Therefore, to
meet the felt needs of
those living in the inner
city and surrounding areas,
Adventist Community
Services plans to equip
and develop ACS leaders
and church members to
understand and provide
relevant services for the
local community.

“Because the difference
will be made on the local
level, ACS is interested in
providing expertise to empower local conferences and
churches to become more effective in their communities,”
said Gibson. The inner city coordinators will offer educa-
tional and motivational training on how to approach your
community, facilitate church leaders in developing commu-
nity projects, and provide technical resources. To contact
the inner city coordinators, visit the ACS web site at
www.communityservices.org.

Adventist Community Services Inner City program pro-
vides vital help to families who are unemployed, work-
ing poor, and lacking health insurance in poverty pockets in
the United States and Bermuda. It offers urban ministries
such as counseling for domestic violence victims, food
pantries, soup kitchens, homeless shelters, clothing and
housewares distribution, drug and alcohol abuse and pre-
vention assistance, health services, and much more.

Many ACS programs have been very effective in their
community initiatives such as the Boston Van Ministry in
Stoneham, Massachusetts, and the community services
program of the Southampton church in Bermuda. The

Boston Van Ministry, directed by John and Julie Ferraro
and supported by the Southern New England Conference,
provides new clothing, food and water, free blood pressure
screening and nutritional and lifestyle counseling every
week for the Boston community.

While serving one day, Jean Baptiste visited the van for
health services and made known his desire to find a
church. After receiving Bible studies, Baptiste was baptized
at the Boston Temple church in Boston, Massachusetts, and
later led his daughter into the church. The Boston Van
Ministry has ministered to its inner city community for

nearly eighteen years.
Feeding breakfast daily

to disadvantaged school-
children is the outreach
program the community
services department of the
Southampton church
recently launched under
the direction of Correne
Dummett, ACS church
director. “I know children
perform better when they
have breakfast,” said
Dummett who is partnering
with the Coalition for
Children, a nonprofit
organization for the better-
ment of children, to pro-

vide the breakfast program.
ACS volunteers from several churches and ACS centers

in Bermuda work together to serve school children who
attend nine of the eighteen public schools on the island.
The need for a breakfast program for school children was
suggested to the community services department by
Pastor Faison, assistant pastor of Southampton church,
and has developed into a viable inner city community
outreach program.

Adventist Community Services Inner City program strives
to continue to make a difference in communities and
encourages all church members to get involved. One way to
begin is to give generously to the ACS Inner City Annual
Church Offering on December 14, 2002. ACS Inner City
program invites all to experience the many blessings that
come when you give. To make a contribution, you can also
call 1-877-ACS-2702 or visit the ACS web site.

Jerrica Thurman is communication coordinator for Adventist
Community Services in the North American Division.

Community Services Targets the Inner CityCommunity Services Targets the Inner CityCommunity Services Targets the Inner City

Community services van from the Boston Van Ministry at Harvard Square in Cambridge, Mass.

By Jerrica Thurman



6 Atlantic Union GLEANER, December 2002

Anything can happen

when you send someone 

a subscription to 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES®. 

Let me tell you a story.

Carol Cannon is the clinical director at The
Bridge, an Adventist co-dependency treatment
center in Bowling Green, Kentucky.* Since

January 1995 Carol has also written a monthly col-
umn on mental and emotional health in SIGNS OF THE

TIMES®. And, of course, her name and the city where
she and The Bridge are located are included in the
biographical information at the bottom of each
month’s column.

One day the receptionist at The Bridge answered the
phone and she immediately realized the woman on the
other end of the line was extremely suicidal. She tried
encouraging the woman, and she also tried getting her
name and address. However, the woman was very
secretive and eventually hung up.

The Bridge has caller ID and was able to identify the
telephone number from which the woman had called.
So they called the phone company to find out the city
where the call originated, then called the police
department in that city and reported the problem.

A few days later the police department called back
with a report. They responded immediately and found
that the call had come from the wife of a prominent

citizen in their town. When no one answered their
knock at the door, they broke in and found the woman
unconscious on the floor. They called an ambulance,
which took her to the hospital and saved her life.

Several weeks later the receptionist at The Bridge
answered the phone again and recognized the same
woman’s voice. So after confirming her hunch, she
asked the woman, “What prompted you to call The
Bridge that day?”

“Someone has been sending me SIGNS OF THE

TIMES®,” the woman said. “I’ve been reading Carol
Cannon’s column and you people were the only ones I
knew who might be able to help me.”

I’m sure you rejoice with the staff at SIGNS OF THE

TIMES® that our church’s flagship missionary journal
was instrumental in saving this woman’s life—all
because someone cared enough to send SIGNS!

More important, think of the lives that will be saved
in eternity because you and I cared enough to send
SIGNS. No wonder the Bible says that there’s rejoicing in
heaven over one sinner who repents! (Luke 15:7, 10).

If you are already sending SIGNS to friends and
loved ones, why not add a few more names to the
list? If you are not currently sending SIGNS to anyone,
call us at 1-800-545-2449 and get started. Some of
those people are sure to come up to you in the king-
dom with a big smile someday and say, “Thank you
for saving my life!”

Marvin Moore is editor of SIGNS OF THE TIMES magazine.

*The Bridge is a supporting ministry of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, not a church operated institution.

Saves a Life

B Y  M A R V I N  M O O R E



Hangin’ Round or Heaven Bound

Atlantic Union Youth Congress

A major youth event for Atlantic Union youth ages 16-35
will be held on April 9-12, 2003. Seven-to-eight hundred
young people from the Atlantic Union should be planning
to attend.

The theme for the congress is “Hangin’ Round or
Heaven Bound.” An observation made by the planning
committee is that one of the things young people like to
do today is “hang out.” They enjoy being with friends,
rapping, and having a good time. Is this what is impor-
tant? It was felt that the most important thing young
people can do besides “hanging out” is to teach others
about Jesus and prepare them to go home to live with
Him in heaven forever. Everything that will be done at the
Youth Congress will challenge our youth to get involved
for Jesus and the church and to prepare for heaven.

Delegate Information

The program, lodging, workshops, scheduled meals, and
meeting space have been planned for 900 delegates.
Because of limited lodging space, each conference has
been assigned a certain number of delegates. That is
approximately one delegate per church for the Atlantic
Union and the New Jersey Conference which will be join-
ing the youth congress.

Reservations for each delegate will be made by the
Atlantic Union. On the registration form are spaces for
you to put down those with whom you would like to share
a room. Costs for the congress are based on 3-4 per-
sons per room. We cannot accommodate those who
want to room either by themselves or just one other
person. If you don’t request a roommate you will be
assigned one. To help with overall supervision of the con-
gress it is important that we have one chaperone per
room. Chaperones for girls must be 21 or older, and 25 or
older for guys. Chaperones must be delegates as well.

Registration Forms

Flyers, posters, and registration forms have been sent to
all churches in the Atlantic Union. One or two prospective
delegates from each church should fill out the form and
send the necessary funds and the registration form to
the Atlantic Union Youth Ministries Department. A regis-
tration form can be accessed on the web site. After a
registration form has been received a packet of informa-
tion will be sent to the delegate. At this time the dele-
gate can choose the workshops they want to attend and
send that form back to the union office. 

Location

Youth Congress will take place at the Holiday Inn Turf
motel in Albany, New York. Weekend meetings will be held

at the University of Albany Field House just a short dis-
tance away. The facility accommodates approximately
4000 people, so there will be room for those who want to
join us on Friday night and Sabbath. During the weekend,
housing will not be available at the Holiday Inn. Those who
need to make reservations for that time must make
them on their own. For a list of other motels in the area
refer to the Atlantic Union Youth Congress web site at
www.atlantic-union.org/youthcongress2003.htm.

Transportation

Each delegate is responsible for his or her own trans-
portation to and from the youth congress. They should
work with their local conference youth director if assis-
tance is needed. 

Community Service

A major community service and outreach thrust is
planned for Friday afternoon. Come prepared to get
your hands dirty for Jesus.

Workshops

A variety of workshops with professional presenters
have been planned to help youth in their personal and
spiritual lives. Training will be given to help youth plan
evangelistic meetings. The topics are listed on the web
site. Check it out!

Music

We want music from our delegates. If you would like to
sing or play an instrument let us know. We would like a
group from each of our academies represented at some
point during the weekend. The education department
from the union is coordinating the music.

The January issue of the GLEANER will have a full
page devoted to Youth Congress information. Look
for that issue!

Plan now to attend the Atlantic Union Youth
Congress, April 9-12, 2003. See you there!

Bill Wood , Youth Ministries director
Atlantic Union Conference

YouthConnections

If you have questions about any aspect of Pathfinder, Youth, or Young Adult
Ministries you would like answered in this column, please refer them to the Atlantic
Union Conference Youth Ministries Department. We hope you find this column use-
ful as you reach out to the youth of all ages in your church and local community.

YouthConnections
Atlantic Union Conference
Youth Ministries Department
PO Box 1189
So. Lancaster, MA 01561
Phone: (978) 368-8333
Fax: (978) 368-7948
E-mail: jviteri@atlanticunion.org
Web Site: www.atlantic-union.org/youth.htm
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Edward Padilla met
Elizabeth Allen in the early
1980s at his martial arts
studio. He was a black belt
instructor in Shotokan
karate and she, an execu-
tive secretary at a Wall
Street firm. From the
moment he saw Elizabeth
he saw something in her
that he liked.

They began dating and one day he

asked a question that had been

on his mind since the first time

he saw her. “I notice that you don’t wear

any jewelry, why is that?”

“Well,” Elizabeth said under her

breath and almost in a whisper, “we’re

Seventh-day Adventists.”

“Wow!” Edward shouted, “We are too!”

What each really meant was that their

parents were Adventists and they each

had grown up in an Adventist home.

Neither, however, was practicing their

faith at the time, which is why

Elizabeth’s declaration came out in an

almost apologetic manner.

Even so, a bond was formed that
grew into courtship, a proposal, a joint
baptism and finally a marriage ceremo-
ny that was performed by Harold Lee,
the current president of the Columbia
Union Conference in Columbia,
Maryland. The Padillas, married twen-
ty-two years, have been blessed with
four children, Andrew, Anthony, Alicia,
and Charles. 

“We came to the Lord and to each
other and we have been together ever
since. I’ve never known a woman like
my wife. She’s a woman of great faith
and compassion,” beamed Edward.
“When I come from work and I’m a lit-
tle down Elizabeth picks me up.”
Cheering up her husband is only the
beginning of Elizabeth Padilla’s ministry.

“My wife had a car accident fifteen
years ago but she pulled through. She’s
a very strong woman.” That strength
was and is being tested as it was in
their tenth year of marriage. She was
diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis (MS),
an incurable, chronic, generally pro-
gressive disease affecting the central
nervous system and resulting in severe
muscular weakness, tremors, vision
defects and paralysis.

“Elizabeth was beautiful when I mar-
ried her and she is even more beautiful
with the MS. She has a beautiful heart
and soul, and she is strong in the
Lord.” “We almost lost her a few
times,” mentioned Edward, “but the
Lord has brought her back.” “It’s so I
can continue to serve Him,” Elizabeth
quickly chimed in.

Though MS has denied her the use of
her legs, it has not affected the use of

I Can’t Walk 
But I Can WITNESS

by Clement A. Murray

C O V E R  S T O R Y

8 Atlantic Union GLEANER, December 2002

Elizabeth’s ministry and joy have spread to Margie Thorne (right), her home health care attendant, who accompanies her to the
subway station each morning.



her hands and voice. “Just because I
can’t walk doesn’t mean that I can’t wit-
ness,” says Elizabeth. And witness she
certainly does! Every morning, weather
permitting, she drives her little motor-

ized three-wheeled chair to the 242nd

Street Bronx subway entrance to pass
out hugs, kisses, smiles, words of
encouragement, and tracts. It is a well-
traveled subway stop at the end of the
“A” train line on Broadway. It also is the

stop for a number of buses that connect
with the subway. “She is known
throughout our building and all over
the neighborhood as the tract lady,” says
Edward. “In fact, a lot of folks don’t
even know my name; they just call me
the tract lady’s husband. That’s okay. I’m
proud of that title.”

“My wife gives out about 300 tracts
per day,” he says. “She’s averaged about
12,000 a year for at least the past
eleven or twelve years.” Padilla noted
that his wife gets very few refusals. He
thinks about 80 percent of the people
accept the tracts and Elizabeth has a
kind word and smile for those who
don’t. She doesn’t let anyone pass by
without a greeting.

There are scores of ‘straphangers,’ as
New York City subway riders are
called, who look for Elizabeth each
day and, knowing of her condition, are
sincerely concerned when she occa-
sionally misses a day due to health rea-
sons. Her return is always a cause for
celebration. “She lifts up my day,” one
regular straphanger said. It’s not

unusual for Elizabeth, who gives her
hugs, kisses, and smiles so readily, to
get her share in return. The love she
shares with others is often reciprocated
by even the busiest of New Yorkers as
they rush to work.

“We also get some very rewarding
comments regarding my wife’s min-
istry,” notes Edward. “One man told us
he was going to commit suicide.
Things had gotten so bad in his life
that he was blaming God and wanted
to end it all. He said he thought about
my Elizabeth and how she is always
cheerful. He said that if she could be so
cheerful and upbeat he would not have
to give up on life. He decided life was
better than death.” “I’m not ready for
church yet,” he told Elizabeth one day,
“but, I am ready for life.” “Her life has
touched my life and made me ready for
life,” the man said.

As Padilla recounted the story of the
aborted suicide, his eyes never left his
wife. His speech was hushed and
delivered in almost reverential tones.
His words bespoke the love he had for
this woman, his life’s partner, of twen-
ty-two years but, more than that,
someone whom he obviously respects
and admires.

He speaks freely and glowingly of his
respect for his wife who gets up early

C O V E R  S T O R Y
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“I’ve never
known a woman

like my wife.
She’s a woman of

great faith and
compassion…”

Eighty percent of the people accept the tracts Elizabeth gives out each day.

Edward Padilla, known to many as the “tract lady’s husband,” with his wife Elizabeth.



each morning to arrive at the subway
by 7:00 a.m. when the morning rush is
in full swing. By 9:00 a.m. the crush of
people has slowed to a trickle and
Elizabeth ends her subway ministry for
the day. But that does not conclude her
efforts on behalf of her Lord. She is a
deaconess at the Huntspoint church in
the Bronx where her husband serves as
first elder. She also conducts a phone
ministry to sick and shut-ins as well as
individuals who just need a cheery
message from the Lord.

Elizabeth’s ministry and joy have
spread to Margie Thorne, her home
health care attendant, who looks forward
to accompanying Elizabeth to the sub-
way station each morning. If someone
manages to slip by, Margie runs after
them and makes sure they get a tract.

The Padillas don’t know how long
Elizabeth has left. It is not something
they discuss too much or even think
about. They are too wrapped up in life

and living and serving the Lord. They
have given their lives to the Lord and
in return He has given them joy that
banishes away the shadow of an incur-
able disease. “The joy is infectious,”
says Edward. Maybe others can get
strength and encouragement from her
story, like the man who canceled his
suicide. Just knowing that God is keep-
ing Elizabeth will give others the assur-
ance that He can keep them in their
time of need. When you meet her, you
can’t help but be impressed that you
are in the presence of someone who
truly knows the Lord.

“I want everyone to know what a
determined person my wife is,” said
Edward. Elizabeth of course agrees she
is not a “Lord why me” kind of person.
“If some people or just one person is
encouraged by her story, then it will be
worth it all,” says Edward.

In John 9 (NKJV), Christ and His fol-
lowers come upon a man who was blind

from birth. The disciples, following the
prevailing thinking of that day, asked if the
man’s own sins or those of his father were
the cause of his blindness. Jesus’ response
was, “Neither hath this man sinned, nor
his parents: but that the works of God
should be made manifest in Him.”  

Certainly, neither Edward nor
Elizabeth Padilla believes she was afflict-
ed for the purpose of developing this
ministry. It was also true that had she not
had this particular affliction she might
not have even thought of such a ministry.
That, of course, is all speculative. What is
certain, however, is that, given her condi-
tion, Elizabeth refused to be defeated and
prayed for a way to continue to serve
God. He gave her a unique frontline min-
istry. A ministry that is proving to be a
blessing to countless New Yorkers each
day. That is what the Padillas would have
the world focus on—not the disability,
the wheel chair, the Multiple Sclerosis,
not even the fact that there is no cure,
but rather the ministry and Jesus who
gives grace and strength for every trial.
And, who receives glory when, even
under life’s most severe trials, we praise
and glorify His name.

Clement A. Murray is the communication
director for the Northeastern Conference.
Photos this spread by C. A. Murray and
Daniel Archie.

C O V E R  S T O R Y
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It is not unusual for Elizabeth who gives hugs, kisses and smiles,
to get her share in return.

In addition to her ministry at the train station, Elizabeth, a deaconess at her church, also has a phone ministry where she calls the
sick and shut-ins and those in need of encouragement.
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A
tlantic Union College, Atlantic Union Conference,
and the Perkins School in South Lancaster collabo-
rated in hosting a health and healing conference on

the campus of AUC from September 26-29, 2002. At the
end of the three-day conference more than 65 participants
received certification in smoking cessation and grief recov-
ery training. The participants came from throughout the
Atlantic Union, Canada, and around the country. The
Atlantic Union Conference has already begun to make
plans to host their first smoking cessation seminar in
January 2003.

In addition to the two courses that offered certification
training programs, over twenty facilitators presented semi-
nars on a variety of topics. Among the topics covered were:

abuse in the family, stress management, addictions, sexual
abuse and domestic violence, healing your diabetes, 
healing through exercise, healing through forgiveness
and prayer.

On Sunday afternoon the closing event was an
International Health Food Fair and Fall Festival hosted by
AUC. Foods from around the world were featured including
cuisines from Japan, India, Haiti, the Caribbean islands,
Bermuda, and the United States. During the fair AUC’s
Department of Nursing and the Boston Van Ministry con-
ducted health screenings. The Student Association provided
recreational activities for the attendees. This event brought
together students, faculty, staff and the community in what
we hope will become an annual event.

Desiree Ham-Ying, vice president for advancement
Atlantic Union College

AUC Alumna Publishes Book for
Lancaster’s 350th Anniversary

Heather Maurer Lennon ’72, secretary of the AUC
Orlando Alumni Chapter, recently had the privilege of
working with the Lancaster Historical Society on the
production of a pictorial history of Lancaster. The
book, which was published by Arcadia Publications, is
entitled IMAGES OF AMERICA: LANCASTER.

The book includes a chapter on “That New England
School” which of course is our dear AUC. Alumni who
fondly remember their days at Atlantic Union College
may want to secure a copy by calling the advancement
office at (978) 368-2340. A portion of the proceeds will
benefit the continued restoration of the Thayer Mansion.

Desiree Ham-Ying, vice president for advancement
Atlantic Union College

Sunday, December 1 at 7:00 p.m.
Atlantic Wind Symphony

Family Christmas Concert
Earl Raney, Music Director and Conductor

Machlan Auditorium

Friday, December 6 at 7:30 p.m.
Chamber Orchestra, Choirs, and Ensembles

Christmas Concert
Erick Parris, Music Director and Conductor

Atlantic Union College Church

Saturday, December 7 at 4:00 p.m.
“The Other Wise Men” by Henry Van Dyke
Adopted as a Musical Drama featuring the 

Pro Arts International Choir and The Biblical Players
Francisco de Araujo, Producer and Director

Machlan Auditorium
A Love Offering will be taken

UPCOMING EVENTS
Atlantic Union College:

AUC Collaborates in Hosting
Health and Healing Conference

Nursing students conducting health screening during fair. Frank Araujo and Pro Arts members perparing Japanese Tempara.
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Keavin Hayden Joins
New York Conference
Pastoral Staff

Keavin Hayden, formerly a corpo-
rate sales manager for a pharma-
ceutical firm, left corporate work
in 1990 for full-time lay evange-
lism. He comes to New York
Conference from the Center for
Personal Evangelism in Union
Springs, where he served as direc-
tor of evangelism. Hayden has
authored a number of books
including THE SHAKING AMONG

GOD’S PEOPLE, WHAT THE WORLD

DOESN’T KNOW, TRUTH THAT MATTERS,

SAVING BLOOD, and LIFE STYLES OF

THE REMNANT.
Hayden and his wife, Lisa have

four daughters, Sara Elizabeth,
Mary Ellen, Emily Ruth, and Lydia
Danielle, who have shared their
musical talents at camp meetings,
in churches, and during evangelistic
meetings throughout New York. He
will be pastoring the Watertown
District, which includes the Canton,
Gouverneur, Natural Bridge, and
Watertown churches. Keavin, Lisa,
and their family will undoubtedly
be a blessing as they share their
energy and talents toward further-
ing the Three Angel’s Message in
New York.

Charé Gallimore, correspondent NYC

Union Springs Academy

“There is a very positive atmosphere
here this year and I can see people
growing spiritually already” states
Katie Londa, student association
president at Union Springs
Academy (USA). “God has truly
blessed us by bringing us sixty-four
students, which exceeds the bud-
geted amount. It is wonderful to
see each one of them here.”

Saturday, August 24 marked the
annual campus dedication for Union
Springs Academy. That afternoon

the student body, faculty, and staff,
along with the local church pastor
and elders gathered for the ceremo-
ny. After some initial instructions
the group was broken up into sev-
eral smaller ones consisting of about
six students and a church leader.
They then proceeded to the differ-
ent buildings on campus to pray for
the activities and people that would
be in the room over the year.

Two groups, made up of faculty
and staff, went to the dorms and
prayed for each student in his or
her room. Another group dedicated
the church, while a few others
went to the administration building
and prayed for God’s presence in
the offices and classrooms. The stu-
dents all participated in the prayers
usually two or three were praying
in each room. Aubree Pack, a jun-
ior, said this about the dedication,
“It was fun to be able to get
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Roman Kozlov Joins the New York
Conference Pastoral Staff

Roman Kozlov, a recent graduate from the mas-
ter of divinity program at Andrews Theological

Seminary, accepted the call to pastor the Saratoga
Springs District in the New York Conference begin-
ning September 2002. Three churches, Amsterdam,
Saratoga Springs, and Troy Company, are the sister
churches comprising the district. Roman has a
strong passion for evangelism and personal min-
istry, and is looking forward to serving as their pas-
tor. His wife, Maria, loves the Lord and people, and
is currently involved with a Bible translation project
with her uncle, Dr. Mikhail Kulakov.

Roman Kozlov graduated cum laude with a bach-
elor of arts in religion from Zaokskiy Theological
Seminary in Russia, before finishing his graduate
studies at Andrews University. He served in Russia
as senior pastor of two churches, where he estab-
lished a network of cell churches and trained mem-
bers for personal evangelism. His organized and
compassionate style is exciting and the New York
Conference looks forward to working together
toward a finished work.

Charé Gallimore, correspondent NYCPastor Roman Kozlov and his wife, Maria, will minister to the members of the
Saratoga Springs District.

Keavin Hayden, new pastor for the Watertown District.

Musical group at the weekend retreat.



together with the school and pray
for the new year and that God
would bless it. We all feel God
already leading us.”

Retreat
The school weekend retreat was held
at Camp Y-Owasco. “It was relaxing
and a time to get to know each
other better and bond as a school,”
said Darleen, a USA senior. The
retreat lasted from Friday to Sunday.
There were a lot of activities planned
as well as some “down time.”
Church was held outside at the
campfire bowl with the lake as a pic-
turesque back drop. The weekend
included a wonderful natural display
of the “Northern Lights” on Saturday
night. Tim Foote, a first year junior,

summed it up, “It was fun.”

Students Highlighted
Anesthasia Ali is a sophomore at
Union Springs Academy. She is cur-
rently a part of the soccer team and
choir and is looking forward to par-
ticipation in the mission outreaches.
Anesthasia is from Rochester, N.Y.,
where she lives with her mother,
father, and younger brother. She
has made a big step coming here as
it is her first time away from home.
“It has been a different learning
experience, but very adventurous.
People here are very nice and
accepting and I have made many
friends. I think being here will help
me to grow into a stronger person
and a better Christian.”

Josh Marsh is a senior and in his
fourth year at the academy. He lives
with his mother, father, younger
brother, Izic, and sister, Alycia in
Whitboro, N.Y. Josh has been a big
part of the school and its activities.
He has participated in S. A., his
class, Boys Club, basketball, band,
choir, and the choir, Les Chanteurs.
His enthusiasm and fun-loving per-
sonality has been a great addition
to our school and the atmosphere

that it provides for others. Josh says
that he has definitely received a
more Christ-filled life. “It has
opened me up to new perspectives
on life and in different aspects of
my life. Being here has also helped
me to grow as an individual and as
a soldier in the army for God.”

Londa Bishop, chaplain and Bible teacher, and
students, Alicia Matthewson and Carlton Londa
Union Springs Academy

Utica Hispanic
Church Dedication

On Sabbath, August 3, 2002, the
Utica Hispanic church celebrated the
dedication of their church building.
In October 1992 the building was
purchased and, through faithful giv-
ing and sacrifice of the members, the
church was completely paid for this
year and dedicated to service of the
Savior. Pastor Paul Guevara led the
congregation in a dynamic and mov-
ing service of dedication encompass-
ing both the building and the lives
of those worshiping members.

New York Conference president,
Steven Gallimore, joined Pastor Paul
Guevara, Roland Lopez, and Aldofo
Cardona in challenging the mem-
bers to carry the good news to the
community surrounding them and
filling the newly dedicated church.

Charé Gallimore, correspondent NYC
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Steven Gallimore, conference president, joined Pastor Paul
Guevara and the church members for the dedication.

Baptism in the Elmira Church

The summer of 2002 has blessed the Elmira church with two new
members. On June 22 Pastor Roger Curtis baptized Mike Davis. Mike
had been worshiping and studying for about two years before he
made his commitment for baptism.

Lewis Kaiser, son of Bill and Marie Kaiser, recently moved into the
Elmira area. Curtis baptized Lewis Kaiser Sabbath afternoon, July 6 at the
Union Springs church during camp meeting 2002. The Elmira members
warmly welcomed both Mike and Lewis into the congregation.

Sharon Reynolds, church clerk
Elmira church

Baptism of Mike Davis.
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Baptism of Lewis Kaiser.
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The school weekend retreat was a time to get to know each
other better. Utica church members dedicate their church building.



Ministerial Meeting for
Bermuda Pastors and Elders

The pastors of the Bermuda Confer-
ence met together on September 25-
26, 2002, in the Princess Louise
Room at the Hamilton Princess Hotel
to hear and share with Dr. Will Eva,
associate ministerial director for the
General Conference and editor of
MINISTRY magazine.

Heavy on Eva’s heart was the issue
of pastoral integrity as it relates to,
among other things, sexual miscon-
duct in the pastorate. Several issues
were discussed including: honesty,
trustworthiness, guilelessness, and
relationship to authority. In one
instance, he used Acts 26:12-22 as
he related Paul’s account before
Agrippa, “I was not disobedient to
the vision from heaven,” to remind
them that their calling is from God
out of heaven and that they must
be true to their “heavenly calling.”

The elders of the nine churches
were also invited to attend the
Friday evening and Sabbath after-

noon meetings.
Highlighting the problem of sexu-

al misconduct in the ministry, Eva
showed a video produced by the
United Methodist Church entitled,
“Not in My Church.” The content
of the video—a segment dealing
with the inappropriate behavior of
the pastor at his church—produced
much discussion. It pointed out
some things that can be avoided
and some that can be implemented
to strengthen a pastor’s ministry.
Helpful tips included building a
greater relationship with spouses
and sharing with other colleagues in
and outside of the denomination.

During the Sabbath afternoon
meeting, the pastors and elders
were encouraged to give considera-
tion to the possibility of developing
groups of about five to seven indi-
viduals from the church who would
form a team that would be available
for frank and open discussions with
them about various issues.

At the end of the meeting, the
pastors and elders expressed their
gratitude to Dr. Eva for sharing his
time with them. They were truly
blessed by his presence.

D. Randolph Wilson, correspondent BDA

Installation Service for
Pastor Roger A. Bernard Jr.

Roger A. Bernard, Jr. was installed as
pastor at the St. George Seventh-

day Adventist Church on October 5,
2002. This was also a service of
thanksgiving. Teachers were pre-
sented with flowers in commemora-
tion of World Teachers Day by one
of the youngest members, nattily
dressed two-year-old Danny
Simmons, Jr., directed by his mom,
Frigga Simmons. Special tributes
and tokens of appreciation were
given to interim pastor Dr. Sydney
Gibbons and church elder William
Johnson and his wife, Cynthia.
Johnson stood in for Gibbons while
fulfilling his role as executive secre-
tary for the conference.

Accompanied by his best friend
and wife Ivona, a social worker and
playwright, Pastor Bernard partici-
pated in the pastoral installation
litany after which Gibbons symboli-
cally handed him the ‘keys to the
church.’ His inaugural sermon was
preached from the text John 6:1-9
and entitled “It’s a family Affair.”
He discussed the importance of all
members contributing to God’s
work and the responsibility that
members have regarding helping
other members. There was a spe-
cial moment during his appeal
when he requested that all in
attendance hold hands in an
unbroken chain while he prayed
for the church. Bernard comes to
St. George after pastoring at the
Emmanuel and Ephesus churches
in Louisiana, and serving as the
Southwest Conference assistant
youth director. Bernard and his
wife have a desire to see all people
saved. They are especially passion-
ate about introducing young peo-
ple to their friend Jesus Christ.

Anthony Wade, communication director
St. George church
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Bible Marking Seminar

A nine-week Bible marking seminar was
held at the St. George’s Seventh-day
Adventist Church conducted by Michael
and Winnae Douglas and their son,
Raphael. The Family Marking Bible Plan as
it is called was inspired after the Douglas’

attended a similar workshop at the Festival of the Laity earlier this year
in Orlando, Florida. Bible marking is a system of color-coding selected
text in the Bible on various subjects (God, salvation, the Sabbath, bap-
tism, stewardship, etc.) for the purpose of giving Bible studies. These
texts are referenced to other texts and have important words under-
lined along with the circling of various verse numbers. Fifty-six church
members registered for the seminar and upon completion received a
certificate qualifying them to give Bible studies as laypersons.

Anthony E. Wade, communication director
St. George church

Sydney Gibbons, interim pastor for St. George church,
hands over the keys to the church to newly installed pastor,
Robert A. Bernard, Jr.
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March 24 brought excitement for
thirteen boisterous youth from
Northern New England Conference
(NNEC). We weren’t just going on
another field trip. We were going to
the heart of New York City where
they were recently hit by terrorism.

Our mission was to meet the
eXtreme Team, a youth ministry
group from Andrews University,
and help restore a bit of love and
peace and share with those on the
streets that God loved them and
loved “The City.”

After arriving at the South Brooklyn
church where we would be staying, we
met the eXtreme Team and were given
information about what was ahead for
the week. Then we listened to the
sirens of police and ambulances as we
drifted off to sleep.

The next morning brought adven-
ture. Anticipation began to mount as
we viewed the posted lists and min-
istry positions were filled.

My excitement grew when I
learned I was going to a soup kitchen
to feed the homeless and later return
to the church to paint. Others cleaned
fire stations, moved boxes, filed and
interviewed for relief organizations,
worked in an art gallery featuring art-
work and photographs of September
11, or did radical street ministry.

Radical street ministry involved

distributing the
DESIRE OF AGES,
“God Loves New
York” buttons, hot
chocolate, tutor-
ing, and perform-
ing random acts
of kindness.

One-hundred twenty other youth
worked along side us. We were split
into groups with kids and adults
from California and Wisconsin.

Our schedule for the week
remained the same. The only thing
that changed was the group we were
assigned to and the project we would
be working on. Everyone had a
chance to do something different.

On Wednesday, the schedule was
different. The group from NNEC
headed out early to see Ground Zero.
We collected our tickets and made our
way to the enormous memorial site.
Flowers, candles, firefighter hats,
shirts, and pictures with attached
notes were hung and could be seen for
three blocks. Big banners were snap-
ping noisily in the breeze with numer-
ous notes and signatures of people
who came to pay their respects.

We will never forget the site where
the Twin Towers once stood. All that
is left is a huge hole in the ground,
twisted rubble, and a broken city.

We never realized how horrific the
tragedy on Sept-
ember 11 really
was. The impact
and significance
didn’t really sink
in until we actu-
ally saw Ground
Zero and could
sense the pain in
people as they

walked down the streets. They live in
fear that tragedy will happen again
and they will lose someone they love.
People aren’t willing to trust. Even
when we were doing random acts of
kindness, people were reluctant to
accept the gifts we had to offer.

In silence we stood on a plank
overlooking Ground Zero. It was
almost as if each one was internaliz-
ing the experience. We read the mes-
sages written on the wooden walls of
the memorial. One message said, “I
was on the 92nd floor when the
Towers were struck. I survived.
Amy.” We also had the opportunity
to write our own messages.

We visited several other places
including the Empire State Building,
United Nations, and Time Square.

On Friday evening we went to
another Seventh-day Adventist church
to hear a man recite the book of 1
Corinthians.

When the time came to leave, not a
single person wanted to go. We had all
made new friends, gained memories
and experiences, and simply didn’t
want anything to change.

While life always changes, we
know we made a big difference in
the lives of the people in the city. Not
only did we make a difference in
New York, but New York made a big
difference in us.

Melissa Erbenich is the youth pastor at the
Brunswick church in Brunswick, Maine.

A glimpse at the NNEC Youth
Mission Trip to New York City

A Life Never
the Same Again
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S
eptember 26-29, 2002, was a
power-packed weekend on the
campus of Atlantic Union

College. Individuals from the Atlantic
Union, several locations in the
United States, and Canada took part
in a Health and Healing Through
Lifestyle Changes Conference, the
first collaborative effort of its kind to
be held in this union.

It was the dream of several indi-
viduals to hold a conference of this
type in the Atlantic Union. D. Robert
Kennedy, a professor at Atlantic
Union College and Carlyle C.
Simmons, executive secretary and
Health Ministries director of Atlantic
Union Conference, along with a
pleasant and focused committee,
served as organizers of this event.

What made this conference extra special was the involvement and participation of Dr. Charles Conroy,
executive director of the Doctor Franklin Perkins School in Lancaster, Mass., a facility that specializes in
the training and development of children with special needs. In addition, the conference was dedicated to
the town of Lancaster, now celebrating its 350th anniversary.

On Thursday morning, Dr. Donald King, president of the Atlantic Union Conference, opened the con-
ference with a challenging keynote address entitled, “Impotence and Omnipotence.” It was based on the
story of the crippled man lying beside the pool of Bethesda found in John 5:1-9. According to King,
“Health and healing ministry… must point heavenward…. The conference is “about saving lives and sav-
ing people through health choices…”

For three and one-half days the following seminars and plenary sessions were presented by individuals
capable in their fields:

Health/Healing in Children . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Charles Conroy and Sue Marshall
Health/Healing Through Stress Management . . . . . . Dr. Leonard Gibbons and Alma Foggo-York
Health/Healing Your Diabetes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Desmond Francis and Marilyn Simmons
Health/Healing Your Addictive Personality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Ivor Angus and Lisa Paden
Health/Healing Through Proper Nutrition. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stoy Proctor
Health/Healing Your Body Through Exercise and Rest . . . . . Dr. Stacey Nelson and Carole Steele
Health/Healing for Abuse in the Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. June Smith
Paradox of Religion and Domestic Violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Craig Jackson
Ethical Issues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Craig Jackson

by Carlyle C. Simmons

A Health Dream That Came to Pass

the first collaborative effort of its kind to be held in the Atlantic Union

Through Lifestyle Changes,

Seminar participants take time to share with one another outside Founders Hall after panel discussion
on Health/Healing for Sexual Abuse.
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Additional special features of the conference were two train-
ing programs conducted for those working toward certifica-
tion. They were in the areas of Smoking Cessation, from the
Breathe-Free Stop Smoking Plan, developed by the North
American Division (NAD), presented by Dr. DeWitt Williams
from NAD, Stoy Proctor from GC, and Dr. Herbert Goulding,
a physician and member of Northeastern Conference, and the
Grief Recovery Training Program developed and presented Dr.
David White from NAD and visiting presenter, Dr. Whitford
Shaw of the Southern New England Conference. Both of
these training programs are fully certified by the NAD Health
Ministries department and Griggs University. More than 22
people in the Grief Recovery and 42 in the Smoking
Cessation Program will receive CEU (Continuing Education
Units) credits and a certificate from the NAD Office for the 18
hours dedicated to taking this course.

Four panel discussions were held on the topics:
Health/Healing Through Music, moderated by Eric Parris,
with Kari Radford, Christine Sinclair, D. Robert Kennedy, and
Dean Davis; Health and Healing Through Prayer and
Forgiveness, moderated by Lois King, with Elizabeth Castle,

Elizabeth Boyd, Dean Davis, Ray Ricketts, and D. Robert
Kennedy; and Health/Healing for Addictions, moderated by
Dr. Carlyle Simmons with Desmond Francis, Ninon Amertil,
Eleanor Pusey-Reid, Robert Sierra, Lisa Paden, and Donald
King; Health/Healing for Sexual Abuse Panel Discussion,
moderated by Lois King, with June Smith, Craig Jackson,
Juliette Willoughby, and Gloree King.

Dr. Robert Ortiz, a private medical practitioner from New
York, presented Sabbath mornings Health/Healing Through
Worship message entitled, “Law and Order.” His vision is to
help individuals practice proper healthful living.

The conference concluded on Sunday afternoon with an
International Health Fair on the mall of Atlantic Union
College campus. High praises and deep appreciation for the
information and inspiration generated by the conference were
expressed by many. The planning committee is gearing up for
another Health/Healing Conference to be held some time in
2003. To all who worked untiringly to make this conference a
success, on behalf of the Planning Committee, thank you and
we hope you enjoy health and healing until Jesus comes.

Carlyle C. Simmons is the executive secretary and Health
Ministries Director for the Atlantic Union Conference.

Desmond Francis, health ministries director for the Northeastern Conference, with Marilyn
Simmons, a community nurse and member of the Health Advisory Committee for the confer-
ence, presented the Health/Healing Your Diabetes seminar.

Atlantic Union office secretaries, Margaret Voyard and Violet Bidwell (foreground), register
the conference participants in the lobby of Machlan Auditorium.

Health/Healing Through Stress Management seminar participants. Margarette Voyard, office secretary
assisting with the conference, dialogues

with two of the twenty seminar partici-
pants who came from Canada.
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Community Enrichment
Health Fair

On Sunday, August 4, 2002, Christian
Fellowship held a Community
Enrichment Health Fair. The fair was
spearheaded by Phyllis Herbert, a reg-
istered nurse who put a lot of pray-
ing, fasting, and organization into the
orchestration of this venture. Many
major area hospitals supported the
health fair and residents from the
community responded.

The Downstate Hospital conducted

eye, blood pressure, and diabetic
screenings. There was an asthma van
filled with informative pamphlets
from Kings County Hospital. Daniel
Akpata from Mary Immaculate gave a
presentation on colon/rectal disease.
The Brooklyn Staten Island Blood
Services, which delivers blood to all
the Brooklyn Hospitals, conducted a
blood drive. Individuals from the
Greater New York Conference Van
Center were also present conducting
pressure screening as well as distrib-
uting numerous books and pam-

phlets. Representatives from the
Brookdale and Methodist Hospitals
also made pamphlets available to
those who attended the fair.

Herbert is concerned about the
health issues of the members of
Christian Fellowship as well as resi-
dents in the community and she has
sought to do something about it.
She has invited physicians for many
programs on Sabbath afternoons to
give pertinent information on how
to live a healthier life. She also hosts
exercise and health classes on

An Extraordinary Crusade

Christian Fellowship’s Community Enrichment
Crusade ended with a grand celebration of one hun-
dred thirty souls being won for the kingdom of God.
The Evangelist, Dr. Oswald S. Euell, was still charged
with energy from the Holy Spirit as he announced
that certainly this was indeed a special crusade. He
remarked, “Never have I faced so many trials and
tribulations during a crusade.”

The team that supported Euell consisted of pastors,
elders, and laypersons, but this is Fellowship’s first cru-
sade in which there were three female pastors—Jackie
Lynch, Pam Strachan and Marva Drigo. These ladies
came from the seminary at Andrews University in
Berrien Springs, Michigan, and proved diligent in
sowing and reaping souls.

This has been an extraordinary crusade. The
presence of the Holy Spirit was very powerful. A
newly baptized member testified one night with
tears of joy in her eyes, “I had walked past this cru-
sade on numerous occasions and refused to stop
by. But one night I tried to walk past. I had actually
made it to the end of the block, but I had to turn
back. It was the Holy Spirit. He just would not let
go. Now I am truly grateful.”

A young lady,
with whom
George and
Beryl Cooke
had been
studying the
word of God,
was baptized.
She thought
she was not
ready but,
when Euell made the appeal one Sabbath, she
heard the Holy Spirit telling her it was time. Even
though her family was not present, she was bap-
tized and the following week her mother also was
baptized. A second lady, who had been very ill, also
responded to the Holy Spirit. A couple of weeks
later her son, who had not even discussed wanting
to go to church or to being baptized, yielded to the
Holy Spirit and was baptized and now God is work-
ing wonderful miracles in their home.

Euell is the pastor of the new mission of 130 pre-
cious souls. They will be worshiping at a church
located on Albany Avenue, between Montgomery
and Empire Boulevard. Fearon Francis will be the
elder in charge when Euell is tending his flock at
Christian Fellowship. The new members will be in
an atmosphere conducive to learning about God
and growing in Christ.

Truly many lives were changed and the communi-
ty was enriched. Prizes and food were given away.
The children had a spiritually enlightening and fun-
filled “Bug’s Life” Vacation Bible School. At gradua-
tion they all received bright yellow tee shirts and
they gave a spectacular performance of David slay-
ing Goliath. They also received pertinent literature
and information at the Community Enrichment
Health Fair. This community will never be the same.
Once God sent His Holy Spirit and made His pres-
ence felt miracles were wrought. 

Florencia Chang, communication staff
Christian Fellowship church

Baptismal candidates.
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The congregation following a prayer session under the tent.
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Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays at
777 Schenectady Avenue between
Linden Boulevard and Lenox Road.
She was also responsible for the very
informative health tips shared each
night at the beginning of the
Community Enrichment Crusade.

Herbert is devoted to informing
everyone on how to live a healthier
lifestyle and urges everyone to not
just receive the information but also
adhere to living a healthy lifestyle.

Florencia Chang, communication staff
Christian Fellowship church

Pilgrim Tabernacle 
Celebrated Youth Day 2002

On Sabbath, July 27, 2002, Pilgrim
Tabernacle church in Hempstead,
Long Island, celebrated Youth Day
2002. The AYS also recognized Pastor
Vincent B. Goffe for his leadership,
support, and services to the depart-
ment. Mercedes Smith, who is about
twelve-years-old and a regular non-
Adventist visitor, said of the pastor, “I
am so thrilled that you were able to
get this recognition. You are a great
pastor. You give every member a way
to think of life, health, and spirituality.

Since I came, I felt
welcome.”

Pilgrim’s mem-
bership is about
50. In anticipation
of the large
turnout, the serv-
ices were held at
the Iglesia DeDios
Monte Sion
church. More
than 250 people
attended. They
came from
Florida, California,
Maryland,
Pennsylvania, and
several churches
in the metropoli-
tan area. The
theme was
“Youth on the
Move for Christ,”
and the guest
speaker was Dr.
Abraham J. Jules
of City Taber-
nacle. Jules

reminded the young people that
God uses “left-handed people to do
mammoth tasks.”

The events of the day were the
brainchild of the AYS leader, Lincoln
Wier. He is one of five vibrant, enthu-
siastic young people that comprise
the department. The week prior to
the celebration, some of the mem-
bers of the AYS department, headed
by Dalton Bowes, a recent graduate
of Pine Forge Academy, went out
into the community and extended an
invitation to the community mem-
bers while others stayed at the
church and prayed that the Lord
would bless the program.

The day was a blessing as three
individuals expressed an interest in
joining the church
family. The day ended
on a high note with
rich inspiring music
from His Voice Gospel
Ministry, Majestic
Youth, Prophecy, Three
in Christ, Subrina and
Benton Callwood and
others. The youth of
Pilgrim hope to make
this event an annual
occasion.

Clifton Golding, communication director
Pilgrim Tabernacle church

Famous Music Man
Attended Adventist Church

On Saturday, September 7, 2002,
funeral service for jazz great, musi-
cian Lionel Hampton was held at
the prestigious Riverside Church in
Manhattan, New York.

Hampton, who was praised as
one of the most extraordinary
musicians of the 20th century,
worked with such greats as Louis
Armstrong, Benny Goodman,
Gene Krupa, Quincy Jones, Wes
Montgomery, Dinah Washington,
and Aretha Franklin.  

The funeral service drew a con-
stellation of famous personages
including President George H. W.
Bush. All this is of course a matter
of public record but what is not
generally known is that, for the last
two years of his life, Hampton
attended the City Tabernacle
Seventh-day Adventist Church. His
caretaker for eleven years,
Daphney Reid, is an Adventist and
began to bring the famed 94-year-
old bandleader to the weekly
Sabbath services. “Hampton was a
regular,” noted Valrie Bennett, a
local church elder. “He enjoyed the
services and the fellowship and
seemed in no particular hurry to
leave once he got to church.” Reid
was asked to read the Scripture at
the funeral service.

“He was never baptized and we
don’t know what his true spiritual
condition was, but it is comforting
to know that he was exposed to the
three angel’s messages before he
died,” said Bennett.

C.A. Murray, correspondent NEC

A highlight of the morning service was the dedication of Pastor Goffe’s grandson. R. to
L.: Abraham Jules, Pastor Goffe wearing the new robe given to him by the AYS depart-
ment, Elders Joseph Anderson, Leslie Goffe, and Samuel Livingstone, and James,
Andrew, Kathy, and Laurel Goffe.

Plan Now To Attend
The Albany Departmental

Training Workshop
February 16–19, 2003

Albany, New York

Theme
…And Now a Word From Our Sponsor…

Dynamic Preaching: 
Pastor Abraham Jules

Evangelist Conkin Gentry

Pastor Stephen Williams

Special Musical Guests
Noelette Leader Hutton

Valor

Special Video Presentations
The Seventh-day

Come and Be
Informed • Inspired • Empowered • Blessed



A Bell Ringer’s Memoir

When Mrs. Doris Krueger recreated
the Pine Tree Academy Bell Ringers
two years ago, I had no idea what I
was getting into. I knew absolutely
nothing about bells, nothing about
Mrs. Krueger’s notorious musical
career, nor of her prior history as
director of the PTA Bell Ringers.
However, I soon learned that for-

mer PTA Bell Ringers had produced
recordings, played on the televi-
sion and radio, and performed in
many places around the world—
including South America, Europe,
and Bermuda. I had heard bells
played once before, but never
dreamed I would ever be as good
at bells as they were.

After about a week of practice,
Mrs. Krueger divided the ringers into
two groups. Our group went to
Camp Lawroweld, in Weld, Maine,
for a long weekend of intensive prac-
tice, and prepared for a year of per-
formances throughout the Northern
New England Conference. Our group
consisted of ten ringers, playing five
octaves (61 bells), with each individ-
ual playing as many as eight bells.

At the beginning of the school
year there was talk of the group
touring the Far East, but after the
tragic events of September 11 our
plans fell through. We continued to
raise funds for a trip but were
unsure we would actually go.

Not long afterward, Mrs. Krueger
surprised us with plans for a tour to
Bermuda—similar to one she had
taken twenty years earlier. We

decided to go for it.
Bell Ringers attending the tour

included: Margaret Anderson,
Anna Coon, Aerial Gladden,
Andrew Johnson, Karen Knutson,
Janelle Sundin, Michelle Sundin,
and Ryan Thurber. Two of our reg-
ular ten members couldn’t join us,
so PTA alumni, Carol Raney (‘82)
and Vaughn Nelson (‘92), filled
their positions.

We departed for Logan Airport at
2:30 a.m. the day after the acade-
my’s graduation. After arriving in
Bermuda, we traveled by bus to
Bermuda Institute (BI), the
Seventh-day Adventist academy that
hosted us. For the rest of the after-
noon we practiced, to help Carol
and Vaughn learn their new posi-

Marathon Runners Raise $2000 for Central
Vermont Academy’s Gymnastic Program

Last year Bill Kelly shared his dream to start a
Gymnastic Team at the Central Vermont Academy.
There was no equipment and no funds were available
to begin such a program but many joined the cause

and became sponsors
for Coach Kelly and Judy
Cutler who ran in the
2001 Burlington
Marathon. At that time,
$1200 was raised and
mats were purchased.

This year Wayne and
Caleb Suddaby, Judy
Cutler, and Coach Kelly
all were sponsored and
ran for this year’s pro-
gram fund raiser. To
date, approximately
$2000 has been raised.
In spring 2002 the
fledgling Central
Vermont Academy

Gymnastic Team performed for the first time at the
closing school program. Students from preschool and
junior high participated.

The members of the Barre church and staff and stu-
dents of the Central Vermont Academy thank every-
one who has supported this wonderful endeavor.

Nancy Cutler, communication secretary
Barre Vermont church
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Coach Kelly, one of the marathon team mem-
bers who helped to raise $2000 for the school.

Pictured left to right are marathon participants: Wayne Suddaby, Caleb Suddaby, Judy
Cutler, Tony Copsey and Ron Pelton. Ron runs in marathons whenever and wherever he
can. This was Tony’s first marathon effort.



tions. My parents, who accompanied us, prepared lunch
and supper there, as they did throughout the tour. 

Bill Linthwaite, band teacher at BI, had arranged for us
to stay in private homes near the Institute. Soon, our
hosts and hostesses began to arrive. We were all very
glad to see them!

Tuesday, another long day of practice, brightened
when Mrs. Krueger, Michelle Sundin, and Margaret
Anderson left to participate in television and newspaper
interviews. It was exciting to receive press coverage for
our performances.

For the rest of the week, we performed at least once
daily. Our performances included Hamilton City Hall,
Bermuda Cathedral, the National Art Gallery, a hotel,
various Seventh-day Adventist churches, and two ele-
mentary schools. At one of the schools, we met the
principal, Rose-Claire Bulgin, wife of the Bermuda
Conference president.

Our performances, consisting of both classical and
sacred musical selections, were well-received by those
who attended. At the end of most performances Mrs.
Krueger would invite people to try ringing a bell. That
was always a highlight of our concert. Bermudians real-
ly learned fast!

Of course, performing wasn’t the only thing we did
in Bermuda. We also enjoyed the beach, the aquarium,
the Crystal Caves, the Bermuda Underwater Exploration
Institute, helmet diving, snorkeling, the Perfumery and
shopping. There was something for everyone!

We were grateful for the opportunity to travel inter-
nationally to share the unique sound of English hand-
bells with our new friends on the beautiful island of

Bermuda. Thank you to those who contributed to make
this experience possible.

Janelle Sundin, Grade 7
Pine Tree Academy

Aroostook Ranger Pathfinder Club

The Aroostook Ranger Pathfinder Club in Oakfield,
Maine, earned their Crochet Honor and made fifteen
small baby blankets for the NNIC Unit at All Children’s
Hospital in St. Petersburg, Florida. They hope these will
bring comfort to the babies and their families.

Sandi Fleisch, assistant director 
Arrostook Ranger Pathfinder Club
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Pictured is Feleacia Connell-Dow who made
more blankets than any other club member. 

Exciting Activities at Bennington

The week of July 14-18 proved to a real “buggy
week” for some members of the Bennington
Vermont church. Penny Ela and Janet Hurd led out
on in a branch Vacation Bible School (VBS) in the
town of Easton, New York. The theme was a Bug
Safari and 17 children attended the fun-filled and
spirit-filled experience. The week focused on sever-
al points: God Knows Us, God Forgives Us, He’s
Our Friend, He Helps Us, and shows us how to
love others.

At the end of the week many of the children gave
their hearts to Jesus. Many thanks to Janet and
Penny and the others who gave selflessly of their
time and energy to bring these young folks to Jesus.

In addition to VBS Janet Hurd was busy over the
past year putting together a church orchestra. The
orchestra is made up of adults and children many of
whom have never played an instrument before. “The
name of the orchestra is ‘Dulcina,’ which means hap-
piness,” says Janet. One of the special ways the
orchestra has brought happiness is by visiting the
homes of folks who are unable to get around. Among

those were Scott and Wendy Leake. It was quite an
experience to be able to sit under the trees and listen
to God’s music. Dulcina members were equally
blessed for having participated.

Carol Reid, communication secretary

Some of the Bug Safari
Bible school children.

Bennington’s Dulcina
orchestra played for
Scott and Wendy Leake.



Virtual School Students
Meet Each Other

On May 30, 2002, a bright and
beautiful day, the students, par-
ents and two of the teachers of
Central Connecticut Adventist

Virtual School (CCAVS) met each
other for the first time—even
though school had been in session
since September.

CCAVS conducts school over the
Internet, with students attending
not only from New England, but

all over the
United States as
well. Grades 3-10
are offered
at the
present
time,
“Giving
students
the best of
both
worlds,”
according
to the par-
ents of stu-
dents,
“with a

Christian curriculum delivered
right to their computer!”

The students who were able to
travel to Old Sturbridge Village in
Massachusetts enjoyed their time
together, touring the farm, homes,
old schoolhouse and industries of
that era, bringing their American his-
tory studies to life. This contrast to
their own school that uses modern
technology every day was a topic for
later discussion as part of their study.

To begin the day the students
participated in an interactive morn-
ing worship led by the English and
reading teacher Brenda Wright.
This was followed by a
get-to-know-you activity presented
by Debi Robertson, math teacher.
The day together ended with a
leisurely pizza supper before every-
one drove back to their homes.

Further information about
CCAVS can be found at the
school’s web site: http://www.
adventist-home-school.com.

Nancy Broderick, parent, and Brenda Wright, 
teacher

Central Connecticut Adventist Virtual School

Let the Little Children
Come to Me

Southern New England is growing
in many ways. Recently there were
two baby dedications that demon-
strated this. We are pleased to add
to our numbers one by one or two
by two and have no trouble dedi-
cating doubles! 

On August 17 Paul and Bonnie
Koval presented their girls to the
Lord at the College church. Hannah
Beryl is on the left in her mother’s
arms and Amelia Cynthia with dad.
It was the twins’ first birthday and

CCAVS students visit Old Strubridge Village.S
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9/11 Memorialized at the College Church

The sunshine, the breeze blowing the first of the fall leaves, and a large
waving flag set the tone for the patriotic program memorializing last year’s
tragedy in New York City. Church members and members of the commu-
nity were invited to the church lawn on September 11 to remember—and
to thank God for His blessing of continued freedom that we enjoy.

Children from Kindergarten through Grade 4 from Browning
Elementary sang “God Bless America,” and “Let There Be Peace on Earth”
to begin the patriotic program which included more music, waving flags,
and the spoken word. Included was a short homily by Leal Caesar from
the religion department at Andrews University, and church pastor Patrick
Morrison spoke and also read the inspiring words of the Gettysburg
Address. Other music included One Voice, representing Atlantic Union
College, Vocé, a select group from South Lancaster Academy, and Juliette
Willoughby who sang “I’m Proud to Be An American.” 

Judy Thomsen, correspondent SNEC



January 11, 2003
Have you wanted to meet with other Adventists who share
your passion for reconnecting with members you haven’t
seen in church for a long time?

You can! Plan now to attend. Bring your friends, 
stories and Reconnecting Ministries materials
because each host will want to hear what you
and your church are doing just as much as
they want to share what they are doing.

also the birthday of grandfather Pete Christoph! 
On August 22 Paul and Dusuba Koroma presented

their little girls, Johanna Grace and Priscilla Joy, at the
Lowell All Nations church. The Koroma twins were
born on Sabbath, February 2. Paul is holding Johanna
and Dusuba baby Priscilla.

Both couples had other family members present to
witness the events and to pledge their support as they
continue to lead their little girls down a heavenward
path—“…the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these” (Matthew 19:14 NIV).

Judy Thomsen, correspondent SNEC
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High Interest &
Low Taxes for Life!

The United States government actually encourages church 
members to give to their church mission and ministry!

Take a look:
❏ If you are 70 years of age and make a gift to the Southern New England Conference Association in the amount of

$20,000 in a Charitable Gift Annuity, the U.S. government lets you receive $1,440 a year ($120 monthly) from the
Association for the rest of your life.

❏ They will also permit you to take a $6,732 tax deduction.

❏ Not only that, you will pay taxes only on $610 of the $1,440 yearly income.

❏ That makes the 7.2% fixed payout of your Gift Annuity seem as if it is earning 10%.

Make a significant gift to your church or school, receive an 
attractive income for life, and save taxes at the same 
time – what a deal!

Contact Southern New England Conference
Planned Giving Advisor W. Robert 
Office: 978.365.4551; Cell phone: 508.259.3847
This information is not intended to provide advice for any specific situation. 
Advice from a qualified attorney and/or tax accountant should always be 
obtained before implementing any of the strategies described.

Sounds 
too good 

to be true?

College Seventh-day 
Adventist Church

So. Lancaster, Massachusetts
Host - Pastor Patrick Morrison
For more information contact:

Associate Pastor Elizabeth Castle
Phone: (978) 368-2130
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COMING TO THE ATLANTIC UNION

Atlantic Union Pathfinder
Coordinators Retreat
January 31 - February 2, 2003
Camp Winnekeag, Ashburnham, MA

Guest Instructor
Glen Milam, Director

Basic Training for God’s Army in the World

Other Instructors and Speakers
Atlantic Union Conference

Conference Pathfinder Directors

Area of Emphasis
Pathfinder Leadership Award Curriculum

Cost: $75.00/Person
Includes Meals, Lodging, Materials

For registrations forms contact
Atlantic Union Conference

Pathfinder Department
PO Box 1189

So. Lancaster, MA 01561
or Call: (978) 368-8333

Sponsored by the
Atlantic Union Conference
Youth/Pathfinder Ministries



Spot News
Atlantic Union Conference Youth Congress 2003 — “Hangin’
Round, Heaven Bound,” April 9-12, 2003, at the Holiday Inn Turf Hotel,
Albany, New York. For information on registration and workshops, visit our
web site at www.atlantic-union.org/youthcongress2003.htm or call the
Atlantic Union Youth Ministries Department at (978) 368-8333 ext.3016.
Additional information is also available on page 7 of this issue.

Calling all Berea Seventh-day Adventist Academy Alumni, former
faculty and staff, friends and supporters — to the first annual Alumni
Weekend. March 28-30, 2003. Please help us update our alumni and support-
ers mailing list by sending your name, address, telephone number, and e-mail
address information today. For registration information, contact the Berea
Seventh-day Adventist Academy, 800 Morton Street, Mattapan, Massachusetts,
02126, (617) 436-8301, or log on to: www.tagnet.org/bereasda.

Hispanic Elders Retreat, “Carry Your Torch” — March 21-23, 2003.
Friar Tuck Resort, Catskill, New York. For more information visit the web
site at: www.atlantic-union.org/hispanic3.htm or contact the Hispanic
Ministries Department at (978) 368-8333 ext. 3016. 

Deaths
BENT, Vaughn Stanley,—96; b. Mar. 4, 1906, in St. Elizabeth, Jamaica,
West Indies; d. Jul. 8, 2002, in Livingston, N.Y. He was a member of the
Patchogue church (1/78-5/00) and Livingston church (5/00-7/02). He
served for 38 years as a public health officer with the government of
Jamaica. He was an active lay elder looking forward to Christ’s soon return.
Survivors include: his wife of 59 years, Belle; son, Winston; daughter,
Heather; daughter-in-law, Myrnelle; five grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild. 

CHANDLER, Carlos A.,—21; b. Apr. 23, 1980; d. Apr. 20, 2002, in South
Lancaster, Mass. He was enrolled at Atlantic Union College at the time of
his death. He was a member of the Corona church in Corona, N.Y. Survivors
include: his parents, Caswold and Judith Chandler; one sister, Janice; grand-
parents, Isalene Rodriguez and Alphonzo Row; several aunts, uncles, great-
aunts, great-uncles, and cousins, as well as a loving church family and
other relatives and friends.

FABIAN, Betty (Mumford),—69; b. Dec. 17, 1933, in Kingston, R.I.; d.
Sept. 26, 2002, in Metheun, Mass. She was a member of the Merrimack
Valley church in Dracut, Mass. Survivors include: her husband, Ray Fabian;
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BULLETIN BOARD
Sunset Table
January 2003 3 10 17 24 31
Bangor, ME 4:06 4:15 4:23 4:33 4:43
Portland, ME 4:17 4:24 4:33 4:42 4:51
Boston, MA 4:25 4:32 4:40 4:49 4:58
So. Lancaster, MA 4:26 4:34 4:42 4:51 5:00
Pittsfield, MA 4:33 4:40 4:48 4:57 5:06
Hartford, CT 4:33 4:40 4:48 4:56 5:05
New York, NY 4:41 4:48 4:56 5:04 5:13
Albany, NY 4:33 4:40 4:48 4:57 5:06
Utica, NY 4:39 4:46 4:54 5:03 5:12
Syracuse, NY 4:42 4:50 4:58 5:07 5:16
Rochester, NY 4:48 4:55 5:04 5:12 5:22
Buffalo, NY 4:54 5:01 5:09 5:18 5:27
Hamilton, Bda. 5:26 5:31 5:38 5:44 5:51

Eastern Standard Time 
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one son, Norman Round, and two brothers, Arthur and Paul Mumford.

GILLIAN, Ida Ruth,—78; b. May 19, 1923, in Dothan, Ala.; d. Mar. 26,
2002, in Middletown, N.Y.; She attended the Middletown church in
Middletown, N.Y. She was a certified Bible Instructor and Gospel Worker.
Survivors include: her children, James, Robbie, Terry, Dennis, Ricky, Holly,
and Kimm; sixteen grandchildren; eighteen great-grandchildren; four
nieces; first cousin and surrogate sister, Merkie Miller of Los Angeles, Calif.

LAWSON, Harold,—93; b. Nov. 22, 1908; d. Apr. 3, 2002. Predeceased
in 2000 by his wife, Berta Mae and daughters Virginia Keith and Caroline
Bowers. Survivors include: several grandchildren; and two sons-in-law,
Alfred Keith of Sterling, Mass., and Merrill Bowers of Florida. He was a
member of the Elmira church in Elmira, N.Y., and had been residing in
Sterling, Mass.

MALBON, Harold P.,—83; b. May 14, 1918, in Skowhagen, Maine; d.
Mar. 15, 2002, in Glendale, Calif. He attended Atlantic Union College,
South Missionary Madison College, and Berrien Springs. He served in the
army during WWII and was given an award for good conduct. He was a
lifelong member of the Norridgewock church in Norridgewock, Maine,
until he moved to California and Michigan. Survivors include: one daugh-
ter, Marilyn; four granddaughters; five great-grandchildren, as well as
nieces and nephews in Maine.

PERRY, Leopold A.,—84; b. Jun. 7, 1918, in St. Johns, Antigua, West Indies;
d. Aug. 9, 2002, in Lithonia, Ga. He was an active long-time member of the
Ephesus church in New York. Survivors include: his wife of 55 years, Dalistine
Olivia Williams Perry; two sons, Olson Alexis Perry, Sr. (Beverly Earl) and Dave
Leopold Perry (Lisa Howe); four daughters, Emily Virgina Perry, Wilda Elicia
Johnson (Gaylord Wayne Johnson), Alicia Williams, and Doria Williams; a sis-
ter-in-law, Eselyn Amelda Perry, eleven grandchildren, five great-grandchil-
dren, a host of relatives, including nephews, nieces, and friends.

PORTER, Karl W.,—84; b. Feb. 11, 1918, in Ticonderoga, N.Y.; d. May 6,
2002, in Moody, AL. He was a member of the Roebuck church in
Birmingham, Ala. Survivors include: his wife, Betty; three daughters,
Debbie, Karleen, and Pam; one brother, Bernard; ten grandchildren; and
six great-grandchildren.

Robert L.
Reynolds

84; b. Nov. 27, 1917, in
Webster, Mass; d. Aug. 20,
2002, Nashua, N.H. He
graduated from Atlantic
Union College in 1941;
earned his master’s degree
and doctorate from Boston
University. His entire ca-
reer was dedicated to
Adventist education. He
served as a dean of boys at
Shenandoah Valley Acad-

emy, dean of men at Atlantic Union College and Pacific Union
College, and other administrative posts at Pacific Union
College. He was president of Atlantic Union College (1960-
1968) and president of Walla Walla College (1968-1976.) He
served at the General Conference as field secretary for govern-
ment relations for educational and medical issues then as exec-
utive secretary of the Board of Higher Education until his
retirement in 1985. He is survived by his wife of 61 years,
Beatrice; one daughter Carole Clark; one son Craig; six grand-
children; and two great-grandchildren.

ATLANTIC UNION CONFERENCE

MUSIC FESTIVAL
February 26 - March 1, 2003

on the campus of Atlantic Union College

For academy students in the Atlantic Union

CLINICIANS:
Band: Earl Raney

Choirs: Erick Parris

For more information call the
Atlantic Union Conference Office of Education

(978) 368-8333 ext. 3020

SPONSORED BY

Atlantic Union Conference

HOSTED BY

Atlantic Union College

1st
Annual

Collegiate/Young Adult Retreat 
Atlantic Union Young Adults (18 - 35)

February 14-16, 2003
Camp Winnekeag, Ashburnham, Mass.

Guest Speaker
Zane Yi

Chaplain, Advent House
University of Tennessee Knoxville

Cost $50.00

For more information call
Atlantic Union Youth Ministries Department

(978) 368-8333
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ALREDEDOR DE LA IGLESIA MUNDIAL

Crecen los grupos pequeños de 
estudio de la Biblia en Euroasia

22 octubre 2002, Moscú, Federación Rusa
[ANN] — En un período de tres meses, los gru-
pos pequeños de estudio de la Biblia se han más
que duplicado en la región o División
Euroasiática de la iglesia adventista del séptimo
día. El lanzamiento del así llamado “Proyecto
300 iglesias” fue votado por los líderes de la igle-
sia en 2001, y su objetivo es comenzar 300 con-
gregraciones dirigidas por feligreses para 2003.
El proyecto proporciona un modelo de evange-
lización en grupos pequeños que puede ser
seguido por las congregaciones.

Para el 1 de junio, existían en la división
2.774 grupos pequeños de estudio de la Biblia
en los que participaban más de 10.000 personas.
Para el 10 de septiembre, se contabilizaban
5.624 grupos pequeños con 23.354 miembros,
un incremento de 100 por ciento.

“Creemos que la mano de Dios está guiando y
apoyando este programa”, afirma Viktor Kotov,
director de los departamentos de Escuela
Sabática y Ministerios Personales de la división.
“Invitamos a la iglesia mundial a que se une a
nosotros en oración para apoyar este programa.”

Rebecca Scoggins
Traducción: Marcos Paseggi

Encuesta a la iglesia mundial:
Un llamado a despertar

9 octubre 2002, Silver Spring, Maryland, EEUU
[ANN] — Los resultados de una encuesta
mundial a las iglesias adventistas locales han pro-
porcionado una visión sin precedentes de la
forma en que los adventistas testifican, adoran y
se relacionan con sus comunidades. Denominado
“un llamado a despertar,” los resultados han
motivado al comité ejecutivo de la iglesia a
recomendar que se establezca un grupo de traba-
jo que se ocupe de las “áreas preocupantes”.

Los resultados de la Encuesta Mundial
Adventista se dieron a conocer el 8 de octubre a
los asistentes al Concilio Anual, que se está lle-
vando a cabo en la sede central de la iglesia. La
encuesta fue diseñada a fin de proporcionar datos
para el proceso de planeamiento estratégico de la
iglesia, y la misma cubrió una amplia gama de
temas que incluyeron la vida devocional de los
miembros de iglesia, su comprensión de la sal-
vación, la creencia en las doctrinas de la iglesia, la
comprensión de la unidad de la iglesia, la partici-
pación en la comunidad y el testimonio cristiano.

Los encuestados obtuvieron puntajes más
altos en el área de comprensión doctrinal,
donde más del 90 por ciento de los partici-
pantes indicaron estar firmemente compro-
metidos con las enseñanzas adventistas. La
mayoría de los encuestados también dijo vivir
vidas alegres, tener la seguridad de la salvación
y estar de acuerdo con la estructura organiza-
cional de la iglesia.

“[Sin embargo,] hay lugar para mejoras en
casi todos los objetivos”, afirmó Roger Dudley, el
coordinador de la encuesta, quien llevó a cabo la
tarea desde el Seminario Teológico Adventista de
Berrien Springs, Michigan. Entre las “áreas pre-
ocupantes” se encuentran una baja participación
en la oración diaria y el estudio de la Biblia (por
debajo del 50 por ciento), la testificación cris-
tiana activa en la comunidad (menos del 40 por
ciento), y participación en el servicio comuni-
tario (menos del 30 por ciento).

El grupo de trabajo que fue recomendado por
el comité ejecutivo tendrá la tarea de desarrollar
un plan para incrementar el número de feligreses
que participan del estudio de la Biblia y la
oración, la testificación y los proyectos de servi-
cio comunitario. También se requerirá que este
grupo de trabajo prepare un plan de acción para
ser presentado en la Reunión de Primavera 2003.

Michael Ryan, asistente especial del presi-
dente de la iglesia mundial en asuntos de
planeamiento estratégico, dice que los resulta-
dos son útiles, pero que “no reflejan completa-
mente todo lo que la iglesia debería tener en
cuenta.” Al hablar ante los miembros del
Concilio Anual, identificó otras tres áreas que
requieren de nuestra atención: la eficacia de
nuestro sistema de comunicación para alcanzar
los movimientos populares, la habilidad de los
miembros y líderes de iglesia de trabajar hacia
objetivos comunes, y la capacidad de la organi-
zación de instituir cambios.

Los resultados de la Encuesta Mundial
Adventista se basaron en 3.646 respuestas de
pastores y líderes laicos seleccionados al azar
de congregaciones de todas las regiones de la
iglesia mundial.

ANN Staff
Traducción: Marcos Paseggi

“La esperanza es Jesús”: 10.000
bautismos en campaña de evange-

lización en Bolivia

1 octubre 2002, Santa Cruz, Bolivia [ANN] —
Más de 40.000 personas participaron en un pro-

grama de evangelización satelital que se puso en
el aire el mes pasado en Bolivia. “La esperanza
es Jesús” fue el tema de los siete días de confer-
encias, que se vieron en vivo en ciudades de
todo el continente americano.

Alrededor de 2.000 personas fueron bauti-
zadas el primer día de las conferencias. Éstas
eran personas que habían estado estudiando
con pastores o laicos durante los meses previos
a la campaña satelital. En total, 10.000 per-
sonas han sido bautizadas como resultado de
estas conferencias. Los organizadores del even-
to afirman que la respuesta de Bolivia “no
tiene precedentes.”

El programa fue producido por ADSAT, una
organización de medios adventistas en
Sudamérica, y fue conectado por vía satelital con
la Adventist Television Network, la red satelital
internacional de la iglesia.

Bolivia alberga una creciente comunidad de
más de 110.000 feligreses adventistas.

ANN Staff/Flavio Ferraz
Traducción: Marcos Paseggi

La violencia en Uganda esparce a
grupo adventista y cobra una vida

16 octubre 2002, Kampala, Uganda [ANN] —
Un reciente incremento dramático de los
ataques de los rebeldes Kony en Uganda ha
hecho que alrededor de 175 adventistas se sep-
aren, y su situación en el presente es descono-
cida, informa Beat Odermatt, presidente de la
iglesia para el sur de Sudán.

Un incremento en los ataques en la ruta que
une los pueblos de Kampala y Arúa en Uganda
también ha resultado en la muerte de un
miembro de iglesia. El adventista, un comer-
ciante sudanés, falleció cuando el transporte
en que viajaba fue atacado por los rebeldes.

Los rebeldes Kony también han atacado los
campos de refugiados de Acholpii y han que-
mado más de 150 chozas de paja, lo que hizo
que alrededor de 25.000 refugiados huyan
hacia el sur, abandonando todas sus pose-
siones. Los riesgos que conlleva el transportar
alimentos y otras necesidades han hecho que
muchos, incluyendo Naciones Unidas, sus-
pendan las entregas en los pueblos y campos
de refugiados. A mediados de septiembre, un
chofer que trabajaba para Naciones Unidas
fue asesinado y varios otros recibieron heri-
das de gravedad.

ANR Staff
Traducción: Marcos Paseggi
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Croissance des petits groupes
d’étude de la Bible en Euroasie

22 Octobre 2002, Moscou, Fédération de Russie
[ANN] — Les études de la Bible en petits groupes
ont plus que doublé sur une période de trois mois
dans la division, ou région, d’Euro-Asie de l’Église
adventiste. Le lancement du projet dit “des 300
Églises” a été approuvé par un vote des dirigeants
d’Église en 2001 et vise à fonder d’ici à 2003 trois
cent congrégations dirigées par leurs membres. Ce
projet offre un modèle de prise de contact par l’in-
termédiaire de petits groupes, que les congréga-
tions sont appelées à suivre.

Au 1er juin dernier, 2,774 petits groupes
impliquant plus de 10,000 personnes de cette
division, prenaient part à l’étude de la Bible. Au
10 Septembre dernier, on était passé à 5,624
petits groupes avec 23,354 membres, soit une
augmentation de plus de 100%.

“Nous croyons que la main de Dieu guide et
aide ce programme,” déclare Viktor Kotov,
directeur de l’École du Sabbat et des Ministères per-
sonnels au sein de la division. “Nous invitons
l’Église du monde entier à s’unir à nous dans la
prière pour soutenir ce programme.”

Rebecca Scoggins
Traduction: Claude Fivel

En Ouganda, la violence disperse
un groupe d’adventistes et coûte

la vie à un membre d’Église

16 Octobre 2002, Kampala, Ouganda [ANN] —
La récente et spectaculaire augmentation des
attaques menées par les rebelles Kony en
Ouganda a forcé quelque 175 adventistes du
septième jour à se disperser et l’on ne sait
actuellement rien de leur situation. C’est ce
qu’indique Beat Odermatt, président de l’Église
dans le Sud Soudan.

Par ailleurs, l’intensification des attaques contre
la grand route reliant les cités ougandaises de
Kampala et d’Arua a entraîné la mort d’un membre
d’Église. Cet adventiste, négociant soudanais, a été
tué lors de l’attaque du car dans lequel il voyageait.

Les rebelles Kony se sont aussi lancés à l’assaut
de camps de réfugiés en Acholpii et ont incendié
plus de 150 huttes de chaume, forçant 25,000
réfugiés environ à s’enfuir plus au sud en abandon-
nant leurs biens derrière eux. Les risques courus
lors du transport d’aliments et d’autres nécessités
ont amené nombre d’organisations, dont les
Nations unies, à suspendre leurs livraisons aux
villes et aux camps de réfugiés. A la mi-Septembre,

un conducteur de l’ONU a été tué et plusieurs
autres gravement blessés.

ANR Staff
Traduction: Claude Fivel

« L’espoir, c’est Jésus » : 10,000 
personnes baptisées lors d’une 

campagne d’évangélisation en Bolivie

1er Octobre 2002, Santa Cruz, Bolivie [ANN] —
Plus de 40,000 personnes ont assisté à une cam-
pagne d’évangélisation par satellite transmise pen-
dant sept jours depuis la Bolivie le mois dernier.
Son thème était « l’espoir c’est Jésus » et elle a pu
être regardée en direct dans les cités de toute
l’Amérique Latine et dans certains endroits en
Amérique du Nord.

Quelque 2,000 personnes ont été baptisées dès
le premier jour, car elles avaient déjà étudié la
Bible avec des pasteurs et des laïcs adventistes
durant les mois précédant les émissions par satel-
lite. Mais ce sont en tout 10,000 personnes qui
ont été baptisées grâce à cette campagne. Ses
organisateurs disent que la réponse des gens en
Bolivie fut « sans précédent. »

Ce programme a été produit par ADSAT, organi-
sation de médias adventistes d’Amérique du Sud, et
transmis au satellite par le Réseau de télévision
adventiste, réseau international de transmission par
satellite de l’Église.

Il y a en Bolivie une communauté adventiste qui
va croissant et compte déjà plus de 110,000 mem-
bres d’Église.

ANN Staff/Flavio Ferraz
Traduction: Claude Fivel

Une enquête sur l’Église dans le
monde entier sonne le « réveil »

9 Octobre 2002, Silver Spring, Maryland, USA
[ANN] — Les résultats d’une enquête menée dans
le monde entier sur les Églises adventistes locales
fournissent un « instantané » sans précédent de la
façon dont les adventistes témoignent de leur foi
et pratiquent leur culte ainsi que de leurs rapports
avec leurs communautés respectives. Intitulé « Le
réveil sonne pour l’Église, » (A wake-up call for
the church) le rapport d’enquête a incité le
Comité exécutif de l’Église a recommander l’étab-
lissement d’une équipe chargée de s’attaquer aux
« sujets de préoccupation. »

Les résultats de l’Enquête mondiale sur les
adventistes (Adventist World Survey) ont été
présentés le 8 octobre aux participants au Conseil
annuel qui se tient actuellement au siège mondial

de Silver Spring. L’enquête avait pour but d’obtenir
des données destinées au processus de planification
stratégique de l’Église et elle a traité d’un vaste
éventail de questions : parties de leur vie que les
membres d’Église consacrent à leurs dévotions, leur
compréhension du salut, leur croyance aux doc-
trines de l’Église, leur compréhension de l’unité de
l’Église, leur implication au sein de leur commu-
nauté et leur témoignage de chrétiens.

Les personnes interrogées ont eu leurs
meilleurs scores dans le domaine de la com-
préhension doctrinale, où plus de 90% d’entre
elles ont fait part de leur ferme conviction envers
les enseignements adventistes. La majorité des
personnes interrogées ont aussi déclaré qu’elles
vivaient dans la joie, qu’elles avaient l’assurance
du salut et qu’elles étaient d’accord avec la struc-
ture organisationnelle de l’Église.

« [Mais] il existe une marge d’amélioration
pour presque tous les objectifs, » a déclaré le
coordinateur de l’enquête, Roger Dudley, basé au
Séminaire théologique adventiste de Berrien
Springs, dans le Michigan (USA). « Les sujets de
préoccupation » sont la faible participation aux
prières et études bibliques quotidiennes (moins
de 50%), l’insuffisance des activités de
témoignage chrétien dans la communauté (moins
de 40%) et le déficit de participation aux services
communautaires (moins de 30%).

L’équipe dont la création a été recommandée par
le Comité exécutif aura pour tâche d’élaborer un
plan permettant d’augmenter le nombre des mem-
bres d’Église prenant part aux études bibliques et
aux prières, au témoignage et aux projets de service
communautaire. On lui demandera aussi de préparer
un plan d’action à présenter lors de la Réunion de
printemps, en 2003.

Michael Ryan, conseiller spécial du président de
l’Église en matière de planification stratégique, dit
que ces résultats sont utiles mais « ne reflètent pas
totalement tout ce que l’Église doit prendre en con-
sidération. » S’adressant aux membres du Conseil
annuel, il a identifié trois autres sujets méritant l’at-
tention : l’efficacité du système de communication de
l’Église s’agissant d’atteindre la « base, » l’aptitude des
membres et dirigeants d’Église à œuvrer ensemble
pour des buts communs et la capacité de l’organi-
sation ecclésiale à promouvoir le changement.

Les résultats de l’Enquête mondiale sur les adven-
tistes ont été obtenus grâce à 3,646 questionnaires
remplis par des pasteurs et des dirigeants laïques de
congrégations sélectionnées de manière aléatoire
dans toutes les régions de l’Église mondiale.

ANN Staff
Traduction: Claude Fivel

A TRAVERS L’EGLISE MONDIALE
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