CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BIBLE STUDY RESOURCE MATERIAL
Jeffrey O. Brown, Ph.D.
I. The Eden School
Only in the light that shines from Calvary can nature’s teaching be read aright… In brier and
thorn, in thistle and tare, is represented the evil that blights and mars. In singing bird and opening
blossom, in rain and sunshine, in summer breeze and gentle dew, in ten thousand objects in
nature, from the oak of the forest to the violet that blossoms at its root, is seen the love that
restores. And nature still speaks to us of God’s goodness. Child Guidance, p. 47
II. The Education of Israel
A knowledge of God, fellowship with Him in study and in labor, likeness to Him in character,
were to be the source, the means, and the aim of Israel’s education--the education imparted by
God to the parents, and by them to be given to their children. Education, p. 44
III. The School of the Prophets
These schools were intended to serve as a barrier against the wide-spreading corruption, to
provide for the mental and spiritual welfare of the youth, and to promote the prosperity of the
nation by furnishing it with men qualified to act in the fear of God as leaders and counselors. To
this end, Samuel gathered companies of young men who were pious, intelligent, and studious.
These were called the sons of the prophets. As they studied the word and the works of God, His
life-giving power quickened the energies of mind and soul, and the students received wisdom
from above. Education, pp. 32, 33
IV. The School of the Disciples
He who called the fisherman of Galilee is still calling men to His service. And He is just as
willing to manifest His power through us as through the first disciples. However imperfect and
sinful we may be, the Lord holds out to us the offer of partnership with Himself, of
apprenticeship to Christ. He invites us to come under the divine instruction, that, uniting with
Christ, we may work the works of God. Desire of Ages, p. 297
The Lord desires us to obtain all the education possible, with the object in view of imparting our
knowledge to others. Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 333
V. The Apocalyptic School
Dear youth, what is the aim and purpose of your life? Are you ambitious for education that you
may have a name and position in the world? Have you thoughts that you dare not express, that
you may one day stand upon the summit of intellectual greatness; that you may sit in deliberative
and legislative councils, and help to enact laws for the nation? There is nothing wrong in these
aspirations. You may every one of you make your mark. You should be content with no mean
attainments. Aim high, and spare no pains to reach the standard. Messages to Young People, p.36
In the highest sense the work of education and the work of redemption are one, for in education,
as in redemption, ‘other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.’ Ed 30
VI. The School of the Hereafter
In our life here, earthly, sin-restricted though it is, the greatest joy and the highest education are
in service. And in the future state, untrammeled by the limitations of sinful humanity, it is in
service that our greatest joy and our highest education will be found. Education, p.309

