
Greetings, 

The birds are chirping, the flowers are blooming, and the weather is warming up. Gone are the cold days 

blanketed with snow. The warmth is making sitting in the classrooms a little difficult. Use this time to 

explore God's creations with your students. Plant gardens, or watch birds. It is a good time to go to the 

zoo or the aquarium. As the school year comes to an end, I remind you to be sure to 

take some time to fuel up for next school year. Get some rest and safely soak in the 

sun. Make time for long walks and take time to enjoy the sights and the sounds. Take 

full advantage of the excitement that spring and summer offers. 

Yours in His Service, 

Marlene C. Alvarez 

        ECEC NEWS 

ECEC Education Rally:  On Saturday May 2, 2015, approximately 

200 students from Early Childhood Centers in the Northeastern  

and Greater New York conferences came together at the Communi-

ty Worship Center in Jamaica, New York, to celebrate with par-

ents and well-wishers Seventh-day Adventist early childhood edu-

cation in the Atlantic Union. 

The students sang, recited scripture, performed skits, and played 

musical instruments all to the glory of God. Ellen White says, “ 

The Lord has appointed the youth to be His helping hand”—

Testimonies for the Church, vol. 7, p. 64. 

Everyone present can attest to the hard work of the teachers. They 

are indeed preparing students for the world now and the world to 

come. The children are getting ready and as Ellen White says, 

“With such an army of workers as our youth, rightly trained, 

might furnish, how soon the message of a crucified, risen, and soon-

coming Savior might be carried to the whole world”—Education, p. 

271. Be not weary in doing well. The seeds planted today will result in  

fruits in the future. 

A big vote of thanks for Dr. Ena Richards and Mrs. Lorna Sterling for 

their help in coordinating the program. Congratulations and thanks to the 

children and their teachers for a job well done!   

 

What’s buzzing? 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

THE BUZZ 

Spring/Summer 2015 

Volume 4, Issue 3 

 ATLANTIC UNION CONFERENCE                                                                                                                  
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“The heavens declare 
the glory of God and the 
skies above proclaim the 
work of His hands.”—

Psalm 19:1 (NIV) 

Birthday wishes to all 

teachers and students 

who celebrate birthdays 

during the months of 

December, January,  

February, March, April 

May, and June. May 

you enjoy the sights 

and sounds of spring 

and summer. May 

God’s  sunshine fill your 

days with warmth, and 

the afternoon breeze 

cool you off. May you 

discover sweet peace in 

nature. May God bless 

you abundantly. 

Bonne Fête!  

Feliz 

Cumpleaños!  

Happy Birthday! 

Then God said, "Let the 
earth sprout vegetation, 
plants yielding seed, and 
fruit trees on the earth 
bearing fruit after their 
kind with seed in them"; 
and it was so. The earth 
brought forth vegetation, 
plants yielding seed af-
ter their kind, and trees 
bearing fruit with seed in 
them, after their kind; 
and God saw that it was 
good.—Genesis 1:11, 12 

(NASB) 

 

 

 

 

 

The picture  below is 

hidden in the newslet-

ter. Be the first to find 

it and e-mail its loca-

tion to earlychildhood 

@atlanticunion.org to 

receive  a gift. 

 



There is great excitement in the air. The long awaited Seventh-day Adventist Pre-kindergarten curriculum is ready. This summer early child-

hood teachers will meet in Minneapolis, Minnesota, to be trained how to use this new curriculum. CREATIONkids is an amazing new curricu-

lum that will benefit young children and their families in a mighty way. It was developed in collaboration with Florida Hospital and the North 

American Division. 

What is CREATIONkids? 

CREATIONkids is a comprehensive, self-contained, digital curriculum that promotes the development of the whole child and provides guidance 

for creating engaging environments; facilitating learning and growth of young children; meeting the needs of the whole child; assessing progress 

and individualizing instruction and experiences; growing spiritually, personally, and professionally as teachers; and connecting with the families, 

the church, and the community. It is research-based.  Within the curriculum, you will have access to resources such 

as: a digital library, a literature companion, embedded songs, and videos. Everything you need is at your fingertips. 

Instructional lesson guides for teacher facilitated lessons in Bible, literacy (literature, language, and pre-writing), math, 

science, culture and community, movement and nutrition allows you to plan effectively for your class. 

The organization and layout makes the curriculum easy to understand; the platform makes the curriculum easy to 

navigate. The search feature facilitates your ability to find what you need when you need it. Additionally, the digital 

format will allow you to obtain updates within minutes of being posted as well as to connect, collaborate, and net-

work with other early childhood professionals around the world. 

Source: ecec.nadeducation.org 

What we believe — CREATION Health Principles 

The Bible serves as the foundation of the CREATIONkids curriculum. Additionally, developmentally appropriate practices and evidenced-based 

research and instructional practices reinforce the curriculum’s value, integrity, validity, and reliability. 

CREATION Health 

The principles of CREATION Health serve as the framework for the curriculum. The eight principles of CREATION Health are fully integrated 

throughout the curriculum in order to facilitate the shaping of and integration into the total early childhood experience. This principle philoso-

phy forms the basis for healthy and holistic living for teachers and caregivers as well as the families and children served.  

The principles of CREATION Health are: 

Choice Rest Environment Activity Trust Interpersonal skills Outlook Nutrition 

For more information about CREATION Health, please visit creationhealth.com. 
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Be Like Jesus  

Are you using a curriculum from a different company to supplement your early childhood program and do 

you need Bible resources to support this program? This is for you. Be like Jesus is a free resource for early 

childhood educators that provides engaging activities and lessons, Bible stories, and stories about our Seventh

-day Adventist pioneers. It also provides ways to connect with families, designed to introduce young children 

to Christ, teach them about their faith, and instill character traits that will help them to be more like Jesus! 

 

Be Like Jesus! 

Summer Fun Activities 

Summer may be a time to relax, but tell that to kids who are bouncing off the walls or shrieking "I'm bored" every five minutes. How can teach-

ers keep kids entertained, active, and out of trouble for an entire summer? Planning, planning, planning! Create your summer bucket list today. If 

you need inspiration, below are some ideas to get you started.  

 Bake cookies for ice cream sandwiches. 

 Make a photo journal. 

 Visit the beach and collect shells. 

 Make a fort out of cardboard boxes. 

 Stage an A to Z scavenger hunt where you have to find something that starts with every letter.  

 Build a sandcastle.  

 Go for a walk and then make a collage from nature objects you find along the way.  

 Plant a garden of herbs and veggies.  

 Collect rocks and paint them to use as paperweights or pet rocks.  

 Visit a zoo or aquarium to learn about animals. 

 Run through the sprinklers. 

 Get messy and make a giant slip-n-slide with a painter’s tarp and shaving cream. 

Excerpt from “101 Fun Things to Do With Kids This Summer,” Ilene Jacobs, contributor 

Resources, Resources, Resources... 
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Remember the sunscreen and hat. 

Stay hydrated and drink plenty of 

water. 



Please refer to the websites below to 
see their upcoming events. 

Connecticut: www.ctaeyc.org. 

Maine: www.maineaeyc.org. 

Massachusetts: www.massaeyc.com. 

NAEYC: www.naeyc.org. November 18-21, 2015, 

Annual Conference & Expo, Orlando Florida. 

New York: www.nysaeyc.org. 

Vermont: www.vaeyc.org 

AUC: August 17-18, 2015, Classroom Management  

           In-service. 

NAD: July 21-22, 2015, CREATIONkids Training in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Just for laughs: 

Top 10 Reasons to Become a Preschool 

Teacher... 

1. Cute little children… Cute little 

paycheck. 

2. Confidence that you will never, ever 

forget to count to 10. 

3. Attention span...Do you have one? 

4. Shoes that untie themselves. 

5. Get to sing your favorite songs, over 

and over and over. 

6. With all of this bending, who needs 

aerobics? 

7. Play, play, play 

8. Classroom art proudly displayed in 

kitchen “galleries.” 

9. Small hands…Large crayons. 

10. You make little ones count. 
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Recipe: Strawberry Smoothie 

 

The Busy Bees of 

Atlantic Union 

Conference 

 
Resources 

 www.teachhub.com provides lessons and 

resources for teachers by teachers. 

 www.teachingchannel.org is an online re-
source that features videos that help teach-

ers learn from other teachers. 

 www.teacherbulletin.org provides lesson 
units and resources for teachers by teach-
ers. The Teacher Bulletin is always looking 
for writers. Check it out. Use the resources 
and become a writer and share your re-

sources with others. 

Thought for the Journey 

“If we teach today’s students as we taught yester-

day’s, we rob them of tomorrow. “—John Dewey 

 

 

BDA 

GNYC 

NYC 

NEC 

NNEC 

SNEC 

A Little Birdie Told Me…. 

Marlene C. Alvarez 

Assistant Director for Early 

Childhood Education 

 Ingredients: 

 2 cups frozen unsweetened strawberries 

 1/2 cup of cranberry raspberry juice 

 1/4 cup of orange juice 

 1/2 cup vanilla yogurt 

 2 fresh strawberries for garnish (optional) 

Preparation: Prep time: 5 minutes, yields 2 servings 

 First, place the strawberries in the blender first. 

 Then, add the juices. 

 Finally, put in the yogurt and puree until it is smooth. 

 Pour into glasses and enjoy a cool refreshing drink. You may 

choose to garnish with a strawberry. 

 Serve immediately. 

 

 

 


